
 

“You are the light of the world.  
A city that is set on a hill cannot 

be hidden.” — Matthew 5:14 
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From 1918 to present 

with much gratitude and appreciation,       

we thank our Organizer and first priest,   

Father Gregory Kobasa,                                         

our Founding Fathers, 

and the Clergy and Parishioners 

that have brought us to where we are today.  

We cherish those that are still with us, and 

for those that have fallen asleep in the Lord, 

we will keep them forever in our hearts and 

minds with great reverence for the                     

foundation of faith they have provided. 
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The Creed 

I believe, in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth, and of all things visible and invisible; 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the only-begotten, 

Begotten of the Father before all ages, Light of Light, True God of 

True God, Begotten, not made; of one essence with the Father, by 

whom all things were made: 

Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven, 

and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and    

became man; 

And He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, and suffered 

and was buried; 

And the third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures; 

And ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of the            

Father; 

And He shall come again with glory to judge the living and the 

dead, Whose kingdom shall have no end. 

And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of Life, Who proceeds 

from the Father, Who with the Father and the Son together is 

worshipped and glorified, Who spoke by the Prophets; 

In one Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church. 

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins. 

I look for the Resurrection of the dead, 

And the life of the world to come, Amen. 
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His Beatitude, Metropolitan Tikhon (Mollard)                                       

Archbishop of Washington,                                  

Metropolitan of All America and Canada 

OUR METROPOLITAN 

His Eminence, Archbishop Melchisedek (Pleska) 

Archbishop of Pittsburgh & Western PA 

OUR BISHOP 
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His Beatitude Metropolitan Theo-
dosius (Lazor) was the spiritual lead-
er of the Orthodox Church in 
America from 1977-2002. He was 
born in Canonsburg in 1933, at-
tended Saint John the Baptist Or-
thodox Church as a child, received 
his undergraduate degree from 
Washington and Jefferson College, 
and attained a Masters of Divinity 
degree from Saint Vladimer’s Semi-
nary in Crestwood, New York in 
1960.  In 1961, he took his monas-
tic vows, was ordained as a deacon 
and priest, and served five years as 
Rector of Nativity of the Virgin 
Mary Church in Madison, Illinois, 
while also being an assistant mili-
tary chaplain.  During 1967, he was 
elected diocesan Bishop of Sitka 
and Alaska. During his tenure, he 
oversaw the rebuilding of St. 
Michael’s Cathedral in Sitka-the 
first Orthodox Church in the New 
World, headed the Orthodox 
Church in America in 1970 to ac-
cept the Tomos of Autocephaly (the 
degree of self-governance) from the 
Russian Orthodox Church, and 
hosted ceremonies for the canoniza-
tion of Father Herman, the first 
saint of the Orthodox Church in 
America.  Bishop Theodosius was 

transferred to the Pittsburgh Dio-
cese in 1972, where he instituted a 
diaconal training program.  On Oc-
tober 25, 1977, he was elected Met-
ropolitan of All America and Cana-
da at the fifth All-American Coun-
cil in Montreal and assumed leader-
ship of one of the 15 self-governing 
bodies of the worldwide commun-
ion of Orthodox Churches.  In 
1981, the Holy Synod of Bishops 
established a new diocese, the seat 
of the American Primate, and Met-
ropolitan Theodosius served as 
Archbishop of the Washington, DC 
diocese. Metropolitan Theodosius 
met with church leaders including 
Pope John Paul I, Pope John Paul 
II, Orthodox Church Patriarchs, 
Coptic and American Church offi-
cials, and American Roman Catho-
lic and Protestant leaders. He was 
the first Orthodox Church leader to 
be invited by the newly enthroned 
Patriarch Aleksy II of Moscow and 
also participated in the 600th anni-
versary of the repose of Saint Ser-
gius of Radonezh in 1992. Metro-
politan Theodosius was also a fre-
quent guest at the White House 
and conferred with Presidents Bush 
and Clinton for advice on religious 
and political affairs in Russia and 
the former Yugoslavia. He also re-
ceived honorary doctorates from 
Georgetown University in 1988, St. 
Vladimir Seminary in 1986, and 
Washington and Jefferson College 
in 1973. After his retirement on 
July 21, 2002, His Beatitude Metro-
politan Theodosius (Lazor) returned 
to the Canonsburg area, where he 
currently attends and celebrates 
Sunday Eucharist at his home par-
ish, Saint John the Baptist Ortho-
dox Church. 

Metropolitan Theodosius pictured at 
his home parish in Canonsburg, Saint 

John the Baptist Orthodox Church 

                Subdeacon            Archbishop         Subdeacon 

                    Pyrch                   Benjamin           Theodosius 

Subdeacons with Archbishop Benjamin 
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Laying of the cornerstone at his first parish as priest in Madison, IL 

    Archbishop               Father                                Father  

John of Chicago           Pyrch                             Theodosius 

Father Theodosius with his parents,                     
Mary Kirr and John Lazor 

Bishop Theodosius 

Metropolitan Theodosius with Father Geeza 

First visit to Canonsburg as Metropolitan Theodosius 

Metropolitan Theodosius with                               
Bishop Kyrill and Deacon Horosky                          

in the background 
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St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church 

OUR CLERGY 

Archpriest Joseph Oleynik, Rector; Deacon Theodosius Onest; Metropolitan Theodosius (Lazor), retired;                       

Protodeacon John Oleynik; Subdeacon Thomas Havrilak; Reader Michael Povich (not pictured) 
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Messages and                      

Letters of Greeting on the                   

Centennial Anniversary of                                  

St. John the Baptist      

Orthodox Church  
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Glory to God in the Highest 

 

We give glory to God in the highest for He has truly blessed us. We have been blessed with 

the ability to faithfully serve Him and the Orthodox Church in America for 100 years. Let us pray 

that we continue to receive His blessings and preserve the Orthodox faith for many generations. 

Our forefathers worked faithfully and devoted their lives to Christ to enable us to worship 

in St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church. It started first on Vine St. in downtown Canonsburg back in 

1918. We then moved to Boone Avenue in 1963 and continue till the present. We have seen many 

changes over these past 100 years, but we have also remained steadfast in our beliefs, traditions and 

mostly our faith. It was these faithful members which gave us the strength to build the church that 

we now have. 

Through the work of the entire church family, we have a vibrant and growing parish. I 

would like to acknowledge those groups and individuals that continue to faithfully serve and have 

been so vital in the success of the church. Our forefathers, Parish Council and Board of Trustees, our 

angelic choir (directed by Matushka Annice Oleynik), the Ladies Altar Society, Men’s Club,  Sr. FO-

CA and Jr. FOCA Chapters, Sunday School teachers and students, the Altar Servers, acolytes and 

those that serve in the sanctuary, the coffee hour organizer (Mrs. Anita Prince) and all those that 

sponsor coffee hours, those that bake the Prosphora and Pascha, those who assist with the special 

projects, the candle room and accounting personnel, those who clean and maintain the church and 

its grounds, and to all the past and present Readers, Subdeacons, Deacons, His Beatitude Metropoli-

tan Theodosius, our past clergy and especially Father Joseph Oleynik, the Shepherd of this flock. 

They have all been inspirational and devoted in faith. 

My hope is that we continue to reflect on our 

past so that we may boldly move forward in faith. I be-

lieve that our Orthodox faith will be tested in today’s 

society as was our forefathers’ in their time. I believe 

that we can overcome any difficulties if we have faith in 

God. May we continue with our faith for another hun-

dred years! 

 

With Love in Christ, 

 

Kiprian S. Yarosh                                                                                                                   

Parish Warden 
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ANNIVERSARY GREETING OF 

ARCHPRIEST PAUL LAZOR 
 

As a special blessing on our Centennial                         

Anniversary, it gives us great pleasure and honor 

to share with you this greeting of                                         

Archpriest Paul Lazor, scion of our parish and     

retired Dean of Students of Saint Vladimir’s                

Orthodox Theological Seminary.  

Please enjoy reading it while blessing God that   

He is still wonderful and is still glorifying                       

His Name even among us. 

Fr. Paul reading the Ambo Prayer at the conclusion of 

the first Divine Liturgy which he served in our parish 

----- C O N G R A T U L A T I ON S ----- 
T0 Father Joseph & Matushka Annice Oleynik,                                                                                                                   

To the Founders and Benefactors, and to All the Current Members  

on the occasion of the 

100th ANNIVERSARY OF OUR ORTHODOX PARISH OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 
in 

CANONSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 

 

 

 

With gratitude, love and prayer, 

Father Paul and Natasha Lazor                        
(parish son and wife) 



 

St. john the Baptist orthodox church 100th anniversary 

 

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST ORTHODOX CHURCH—CANONSBURG, PA 

100TH—YEAR PARISH ANNIVERSARY 

 

GREETINGS AND CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL 
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Lord...save Your people and bless Your inheritance!                       

(Psalm 28:9) 

 

A PRAYER FOR OUR PARISH                                                

IN OUR CENTENNIAL YEAR 

 

O Lord God Almighty who has called us together to be 

the Church of Your Son and our God, the Lord Jesus 

Christ, as His holy body and His bride, a royal priesthood 

and a holy people, pour out Your Holy Spirit upon our 

parish, her clergy and her people, that we                               

may do Your holy will in every way. 

Bless our parish in all of her programs and projects to 

fulfill that which is well-pleasing in Your sight, for the glo-

ry of Your name, the edification of Your Church, the ser-

vice of all men and the salvation of our souls. 

Heal every wound within the parish, overcome every diffi-

culty and disharmony by Your gracious power and love, 

that we may in truth glorify Your all-holy name with one 

mind and one heart; Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and 

ever and unto ages of ages.  Amen 
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Revised page 29 

(previously Page 25) 

 

Insert pull out here of the Parish Photo. 

This page should have the icon of St John by 

himself and says “In celebration of her 100 

years, may God grant the Clergy and Laity of St. 

John’s Parish Many Years   Mnohaya Leta” .  

This page should be on top and then when you 

open it up, the large parish photo is inside. 
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Revised Page 30 

(previously Page 26) 

This page should be the back side of the Parish 

Photo pullout and should have a large icon of the 

Lives of St. John the Baptist that looks like this 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This page should also be to the left of the 

page that starts “Our Ministries” and has the 

picture of the Parish Council and Trustees. 
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St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church 

OUR MINISTRIES 

PARISH 
COUNCIL & 
TRUSTEES 

 

First (front) Row: Alexis (Oleynik) 

DeArmitt, Anita Prince (Secretary), 

Mary Ann Reck, Dawn Simko, Kevin 

Rudolph, Father Joseph Oleynik; 

Second Row: Dr. Ruth Ann Esaias, 

Tamara Marsico, Carol Sweda (Asst. 

Treasurer), Taisia Zupancic; Third Row: 

Mike Pazuchanics (Financial Secretary), 

Bob Schenken, Kiprian Yarosh 

(President), David Sweda (Treasurer), 

David Stockman (Vice-President), John 

Migyanko III;  Not pictured: Michael 

Killmeyer, Greg Shamitko, Jerry 

Strennen 

AUDITORS 
Kathy Caligiuri 

Paula Phillis 

Kira Rudolph 
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St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church 

OUR MINISTRIES 

ALTAR BOYS 
First (front) Row: Jude Killmeyer, 

Simon Killmeyer, Daniel Cario, Elijah 

Cario; Second Row: Roberto 

Thompson, Nathan Stockman, Samuel 

Simko, Jake Simko, Michael 

Pazuchanics, Gregory Oleynik; Third 

Row: Luke Phillis, Aidan Onest, Nick 

Simko, Father Joseph Oleynik, Steven 

Schenken, Dan Yarosh 

CHURCH CHOIR 
First (front) Row: Father Joseph 

Oleynik, Matushka Annice Oleynik 

(Choir Director), Bridget Onest, Layla 

Killmeyer, Kathryn Pazuchanics, Sarah 

Simko, Evan Petronka; Second Row: 

Matushka Myra Oleynik, Alexandra 

Yarosh, Anastasia Rudolph,  Diane 

Yarosh, Julianna Cario, Kira Rudolph, 

Leah Stockman, Alexis (Oleynik) 

DeArmitt; Third Row: Catherine 

Thompson, Elena Yarosh, Alexandra 

Oleynik, Sonia Blaha; Fourth Row: 

Anthony Cario, Subdeacon Thomas 

Havrilak, Denise Kalakewich, Isabela 

Petronka, Chris Petronka, John 

Thompson, Tamara Marsico, Richard 

Blaha;  Not pictured: Gregory Bitsko, 

Dr. Rodney Fedorchak, Chelsea Geer, 

Joseph & Katherine Helinski, Sonya 

Klingensmith, Lisanne Migyanko, Greg 

and Jane Shamitko, Christopher Wright 
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St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church 

OUR MINISTRIES 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
  Directors                                              

Julianna Cario                                     
Leah Stockman 

Teachers                                                   
Anthony Cario                                                                      

Denise Kalakewich                               
Marcie Killmeyer                            
Lynn Migyanko                                     

John Migyanko III                                  
Rick Pierce                                          

Leah Stockman                                   
John Thompson 

Mentors                                           
Marcie Killmeyer                                

Alexis Oleynik                                     
Matushka Myra Oleynik                               

Chris Petronka                                     
Jane Shamitko (not pictured)                                     

Diane Yarosh 

Pictured:                         

Daniel Cario                                      

Elijah Cario                                         

Jude Killmeyer                       

Layla Killmeyer                                      

Melina Killmeyer                  

Simon Killmeyer                               

Joseph Migyanko                               

Aidan Onest                                        

Bridget Onest                                    

Nina Onest                                   

Kathryn Pazuchanics                         

Michael Pazuchanics                          

Evan Petronka                                   

Isabela Petronka                     

Ben Phillis                                                

Luke Phillis                                             

Anastasia Rudolph     

Annabelle Ruffing                 

Gabriel Ruffing              

Giddeon Ruffing              

Lilah Ruffing                 

Nicholas Ruffing               

Nick Schenken                    

Steven Schenken             

Jake Simko                     

Nick Simko                      

Sarah Simko                 

Samuel Simko                     

Nathan Stockman   

Zachary Strennen  

Catherine Thompson  

Alexandra Yarosh                

Dan Yarosh                    

Elena Yarosh                      

Not Pictured:            

Annalise Eismont      

Aubrie Eismont              

Chelsea Geer              

Megan Geer            

Hannah Migyanko                

Ellie Ruffing                    

Jacob Ruffing                      

Katherine Ruffing                

Luke Ruffing              
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St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church 

OUR MINISTRIES 

MEN’S CLUB 
First (front) Row: Dr. John 

Chupinsky, Greg Sakovich, Father 

Joseph Oleynik, John Rusinko, 

Protodeacon John Oleynik;  Second 

Row: Kevin Reck, Kevin Rudolph, 

Christopher Weber, Subdeacon 

Thomas Havrilak, Mike Pazuchanics, 

Aidan Onest, Chris Petronka;  Third 

Row: David Stockman, Bob 

Schenken, Kiprian Yarosh, Anthony 

Cario, Justin DeArmitt;  Not pictured: 

Deacon Theodosius Onest, John 

Petronka, Greg Shamitko 

LADIES ALTAR 
SOCIETY 

First Row: Eva Chupinsky, Mary Ann 

Zupancic, Matushka Annice Oleynik, 

Loretta Matyuf, Father Joseph 

Oleynik; Second Row: Helen 

Lazorchak, Anita Prince, Helene 

Emerick, Olga Rusinko; Third Row: 

Geri Petronka, Shirley Brookman, 

Diane Yarosh, Denise Kalakewich, 

Matushka Myra Oleynik  
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St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church 

OUR MINISTRIES 

SENIOR “O” 
CLUB 

First (front) Row: Mary Ann Zupancic,  

Metropolitan Theodosius (Lazor), 

Father Joseph Oleynik, John Rusinko, 

Olga Rusinko; Second Row: Shirley 

Brookman, Helene Emerick, Matushka 

Annice Oleynik, Alexandra Oleynik; 

Third Row: Matushka Myra Oleynik, 

Diane Yarosh, Kevin Rudolph, Kira 

Rudolph, Leah Stockman, Kyra 

Schenken, Loretta Matyuf, Dolores 

Schinosi, Protodeacon John Oleynik: 

Fourth Row: Taisia Zupancic, David 

Stockman, Kiprian Yarosh, Bob 

Schenken;  Not pictured: Denise 

Kalakewich, Greg & Jane Shamitko, 

Milana Sopko 

JUNIOR “O” 
CLUB 

First (front) Row: Father Joseph Oleynik, 

Alexandra Yarosh, Evan Petronka, 

Nathan Stockman, Samuel Simko, 

Kathryn Pazuchanics, Sarah Simko, Nick 

Simko; Second Row: Elena Yarosh, 

Anastasia Rudolph, Layla Killmeyer, Kyra 

Schenken (Advisor), Nick Schenken, 

Michael Pazuchanics; Third Row: Isabela 

Petronka, Luke Phillis, Ben Phillis, Dan 

Yarosh, Steven Schenken;  Not Pictured: 

Layla Killmeyer, Melina Killmeyer, 

Bridget Onest, Nina Onest, Zachary 

Strennen 
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St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church 

OUR MINISTRIES 

FUNDABILITY 
L-R: Paula Phillis, Susan Pazuchanics, 

Wendy Petronka, Kyra Schenken, 

Diane Yarosh, Father Joseph Oleynik;  

Not pictured: Lisanne Migyanko 

1 Corinthians 12:4-7 

4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there 
are varieties of service, but the same Lord; 6 and there are          
varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them 
all in everyone.7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit 
for the common good. 
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St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church 

OUR PRIESTS 

 

We thank you for your prayers and guidance that have 

brought us to this 100th Anniversary Celebration. 

1918—1919 Father Gregory Kobasa, Organizer 

1919—1920 Father Isadore Kostiuk 

1920—1921 Father Jacob Piatesky 

1921—1926 Father Isadore Kostiuk 

1926—1927 Father Gregory Soroka 

1927—1934 Father George Cucura 

1934—1948 Father Basil Horsky 

1948—1961 Father Nicholas Fedetz 

1961—1968 Father Dimitri Ermakov 

1968—1969 Father Basil Slimak 

1969—1981 Father Daniel Geeza 

1981—Present Father Joseph Oleynik 

We’d also like to recognize those from our parish that went on to join the Priesthood. 

+Metropolitan Theodosius (Lazor) ~Consecration to the Episcopacy:  May 6, 1967            
Archpriest Paul Lazor ~Ordination to the Priesthood:  October 17, 1964                                        

Archpriest John Horosky ~Ordination to the Priesthood:  November 7, 1981                            
Archpriest William Evansky ~Ordination to the Priesthood:  May 11, 1984 
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St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church 

OUR PARISH WARDENS 

 

In recognition and appreciation for the leadership these      
Wardens (previously called Presidents) have provided our             

parish leading up to this 100th Anniversary Celebration. 

    TOTAL YRS 
YEARS WARDEN SERVED 

   

1918 - 1921 Daniel Kotyk 16 
1922 - 1923 Metro Moskal 2 
1924 Daniel Kotyk  
1925 Nicholas Gontz 1 
1926 Michael Lazorchak 3 
1927 Daniel Kotyk  
1928 - 1929 Alex Feyche 2 
1930 - 1931 Nicholas Shoyda 2 
1932 - 1933 Michael Lazorchak  
1934 Harry Nestor 1 
1935 - 1936 Daniel Kotyk  
1937 - 1938 Harry Lazor 4 
1939 Daniel Kotyk  
1940 Frank Matyuf 1 
1941 Daniel Kotyk  
1942 - 1944 Lukach Matyuf 3 
1945 - 1946 Harry Lazor  
1947 - 1952 Daniel Kotyk  
1953 - 1956 Theodore Fecycz 4 
1957 John Suwak 1 
1958 - 1965 Samuel Sederoff 10 
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St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church 

OUR PARISH WARDENS 

 

Special Recognition &  Thank You                                                 

for most years served as Warden  

 

We thank Dr. John Chupinsky for his 17 years    

as Warden and his continual guidance through 

the years.  Special thanks also to his wife, Eva,    

for her support of his leadership. 

    TOTAL YRS 
YEARS WARDEN SERVED 

   

1966 Dr. John Chupinsky 17 
1967 - 1968 Samuel Sederoff  
1969 -1972 John Rusinko 4 
1973 - 1974 John Horosky, Jr. 2 
1975 - 1977 Raymond Sobczak 4 
1978 Parish Council  
1979 Raymond Sobczak  
1980 Wayne Rasmussen 2 
1981 Gregory Bushko 1 
1982 Wayne Rasmussen  
1983 - 1987 John Telesko 5 
1988 Gregory Shamitko 1 
1989 - 2004 Dr. John Chupinsky  
2005 - Present Kiprian Yarosh 14 

We also thank the other officers, Parish Council members and parishioners who diligently 

served and worked on many committees and projects during our history. 
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St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church—Our Soldiers Killed in Action 

OUR HISTORY 

As we begin to look back over our history, may we first       
remember those parishioners that gave their lives so that                           

we may have the freedoms we do today. 
The soldiers our parish lost while serving their country                      

are remembered each Memorial Day with                                    
a Parastas service at the bell. 

Memory Eternal    ~   Vechnaya Pamyat 
 

Daniel Abraham  (WWII) 

Joseph Backner  (WWII) 

Steven Blyshak  (WWII) 

Peter Bushko  (WWII) 

Gary Dowell  (Vietnam) 

Nicholas Fecycz  (WWII) 

Ernest Jacobs  (WWII) 

Steven Koman  (WWII) 

Michael Matyuf  (WWII) 

Michael Pidich  (WWII) 

George Povich  (WWII) 

Dennis Pyz  (Vietnam) 

Nicholas Seminick  (WWII) 
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St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church—Historical Timeline 

OUR HISTORY 

  Meetings held in Dimitri Moskal’s home with Father Bzulevich, Father Turkevich and Eastern               

 European laypersons, most of whom became our Founders: 

 Daniel Kotyk, Michael Lazorchak, Anna Lazorchak, Alexis Sevak, John Matyuf,    

 Andrew Blyshak, Sam Ridosh, Peter Hoblak, Gregory Pszyk, John Lazor, Dimitri   

 Moskal, John Lazorchak, Mike Kuzemka, Luke Matyuf & George Anthony. 

 

  Father Gregory Kobasa, our first priest, held public church service at Miner’s Hall on Epiphany,                    

 January 19, 1918 commemorating the Baptism of our Lord Jesus Christ by John the Baptist.  Also, 

 the first official  meeting held & elected officers Daniel Kotyk as President, Alexis Sevak as  

 Secretary & Michael Lazorchak as Treasurer.  St. John the Baptist chosen as Patron Saint. 

 

  First of many house-to-house collections by Michael Lazorchak & John Matyuf, raising   

 $1900 that day.   

   

  Charter filed on March 16, 1918. Two lots on Vine St. purchased for $1200. Contractor hired for  

 $9500.  Also purchased 1 acre in Strabane for cemetery. 

 

  New church cornerstone dedicated. Father Kobasa completed his mission & was    

 reassigned to organize additional churches in area.  

 

  Father Kostiuk assigned, organized our first choir with Nicholas Gontz as cantor & Joseph Lazor  

 as choir director. 

 

  Parish home purchased & remodeled for $5300, June 1919 

 

  New church completed, dedicated by His Grace Archbishop Alexander September 1919 

1916—1919:  ORGANIZATION (Church Community Realized) 

1920’s & 1930’s:  BEAUTIFICATION & GROWTH 

  Iconostasis installed for $800 and gradually decorated with icons donated by individual                             

 donors 1920.  Walls, ceiling decorated for $3100 as well as a chandelier for $400 in 1924. 

   

  Russian Day created July 1926 with the help of Father Soroka. Concerts & picnic raised $2500                         

 towards a church hall for Sunday School classes, choir rehearsal & other social activities.                                 

 Catechism classes begin with Father Cucura in 1927. 

 

  Despite the Great Depression years, Decoration Day 1931 Bishop Adam dedicated new Altar                             

 with portion of relics of St. Job of Pochayev enclosed in Altar.  

 

  Ladies Altar Society organized 1933. 

 

  Russian language classes begin with Father Horsky, 1934. 

 

  The Federated Russian Orthodox Club of Canonsburg chartered 1938 as Chapter 109. 

 

  New pews, improvements, remodeling done 1938. 
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St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church—Historical Timeline 

OUR HISTORY 

  WW II took a toll on families who lost servicemen: Sgt. Michael Matyuf, First Sgt. Steven Blyshak, 

 Staff Sgt. George Povich, Master Sgt. Nicholas Seminick, Pvt. First Class Nicholas Fecycz. (Each 

 Memorial Day these men, as well as more recent losses, are remembered with a Parastas service.) 

 

  Reading of Gospel in Russian & English instituted. Envelope offering system begun. 

 

  Parish home remodeled 1941 inside & exterior covered with asbestos shingles. 

 

  Stained glass windows installed through generous contributions of a few parishioners. 

 Basement of parish home remodeled 1942 for school, choir practice. 

 

  2 acres of Oak Spring Cemetery acquired Dec. 1943 as our new cemetery. 

 

  Exterior of church brick veneered & inside newly decorated June 1948.  

 

  Women were first permitted to go caroling 1955.  

 

  The Forerunner, our church newspaper, founded 1957. 

 

  Building program for new church & rectory began 1959.  Architect Joseph Trigilia hired;  

 Joseph Lazor Jr. hired as designing engineer. Land negotiations began. 

1940’s & 1950’s:  DIFFICULT YEARS OF PRAYING FOR PEACE &    
RETURN OF SERVICEMEN 

1960’s:  RE-DEDICATION IN NEW CHURCH 

  Father Ermakov assigned amidst proposed new church plans.  9.6 acres of the Johnson  

 property purchased for $25,000. 

 

  Father Theodosius (Lazor) celebrated his 1st Divine Liturgy after being ordained October 1961. 

 

  Ground-breaking ceremony May 1963 for new church on Boone Ave. held with Bishop Benjamin. 

 H-M Construction Company began new church construction for $350,000.  Cornerstone dedicated 

 September 29 with Bishop Benjamin & Father Kreta. 

 

  Pentecost Sunday Procession June 1964 with faithful carrying banners, icons, crosses & candles to 

 move us from St. John’s on Vine St. to new St. John’s — “on the hill”.  Consecration Aug. 30 by 

 Bishop Nikon & Bishop John of San Francisco. Father Paul Lazor served his 1st Divine Liturgy  after 

 being ordained. 

 

  Bishop Theodosius served his 1st Pontifical Divine Liturgy in Canonsburg May 1967   

 since he was consecrated Bishop of Washington, D.C.  

 

  Celebration of 50th Anniversary of founding of St. John the Baptist with Bishop Theodosius & 

 Bishop Amvrossy officiating in November 1968.  Church interior painted for our Golden Jubilee. 

  

  Joseph Lazor retired 1969 as Choir Director/Cantor after 50 years of dedicated service.  

 Deacon Michael Hutnik assumes choir directorship.   
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St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church—Historical Timeline 

OUR HISTORY 

  TOMOS of AUTOCEPHALY granted April 10, 1970 to the Orthodox Church in America by Russian 

 Orthodox Patriarch Alesky I & Synod of Bishops of the Russian Orthodox Church.  This was the      

 official instrument by which the American Church, of which we are a member, was given independ-

 ence by its Mother Church to be self-governing.  Our Parish’s Son, Bishop Theodosius of Alaska, 

 headed  the delegation from the American Church in May, 1970 to receive the TOMOS on May 18. 

 

  Bishop Theodosius transferred from Alaska to Archdiocese of Pittsburgh; St. John’s   

 hosted his installation in 1972. 

 

  Original parish home sold 1972 and original church building sold March 1974, both on Vine Street.  

 Stained glass windows, church bell removed & stored.  In order to preserve the church bell and a piece 

 of our past, a special place was earmarked in the church yard where it is now displayed permanently.  

 Parastas services are held at the bell each Memorial Day to remember those soldiers from the parish 

 that were killed in action. 

 

  Church mortgage debt satisfied Feb. 1997.  

 

  Bishop Theodosius elected & installed as Primate of the Orthodox Church in America as   

 Metropolitan of all America & Canada Jan. 1978. 

 

  Iconographer Constantine Yousis retained for our new icons on iconostas. 

 

  Our 60th Anniversary was commemorated at the Jefferson Room.  

 

  Bishop Kyrill installed as Bishop of the Archdiocese of Pittsburgh and West Virginia. 

1980’s & 1990’s:  GROWTH & DEDICATION 

  New Iconostasis installed by Bishop Kyrill.  Father Geeza accepts Deanship of St. Stephen Cathedral 

 in Philadelphia in 1981.  

  

  Matushka Annice temporarily led our choir in 1982, as well as by Pamela Matyuf & George Zubenko.  

 In 1983 Kira Evansky directed the choir until 1986 when Matushka Annice resumed the duties of 

 Choir Director.  

 

  Our name sign to welcome visitors erected by parishioners. And a fence was erected to protect our                        

 grounds.  

 

  St. John’s hosted celebration of Bishop Kyrill’s 20 years of episcopacy Oct. 1984. 

 

  Iconastasis loan repaid.   

 

  Stained glass windows donated by a few parishioners begun. Church kitchen remodeled.  1986 

 

  Father Joseph recognized for his efforts at our Parish and awarded the wearing of the Gold

 Cross by His Grace after he blessed our stained glass windows Dec. 1989. 

1970’s:  ORTHODOX CHURCH IN AMERICA BECOMES INDEPENDENT                                          
BISHOP THEODOSIUS (LAZOR) INSTALLED AS METROPOLITAN 
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St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church—Historical Timeline 

OUR HISTORY 

  Plans for our Parish 75th Anniversary in 1993 began October 1991 to include church interior painting, 

 rewiring & lighting improvements, renovation & decorations including refinishing of  pews. $46,000 

 allocated 1992. Candles reorganized. New carpet installed, donated by Ladies Altar Society in 1993. 

 Additional icons donated by parishioners. 

 

  75th Anniversary Week Oct. 3-10 included a “Kick-off” breakfast after Liturgy, tours of the church, a 

 lecture by Father Lazor, a memorial Liturgy of Founders & all departed parish members.  The                    

 Anniversary banquet was held at Holiday Inn.  Main speaker was Very Reverend Daniel Hubiak on the 

 Orthodox Church in Russia. 

 

  Storage shed/Utility Building constructed and completed Dec. 1998 for $23,433 

 

  Men’s Club formed in 1999 

1980’s & 1990’s:  GROWTH & DEDICATION (continued) 

  First decade had major improvements:  Elevator installed April 2001; Iconostasis was extended, began 

 Sept. 2001 completed Oct. 2003;  New roof was completed in 2005; Lighting installed on roof to shine 

 on the church domes, donated in memory of parishioner; Painting of church interior June 2007 in              

 preparation for the 90th Anniversary in 2008; Parking lot was paved May 2008 

 

  Growth & Development Building Project planning 2004-2007.  

 

  Celebrated  90th Anniversary, October 2008.  Banquet held at Hilton Garden Inn at Southpointe. 

  

  Phase I construction approval October 2008; completed June 2009. Projects included renovation of 

 Fellowship Hall; classrooms/multi-purpose rooms added; kitchen updated with new tile floor, lighting 

 and cabinets; air conditioning added to entire church.  Hall blessed June 2009. 

 

  Time Capsule found during the new construction of Phase II, Dec. 23, 2012.  During work with the 

 cornerstone construction of new entrance to the church, workers discovered a time capsule placed in it 

 when the church was built in 1963.  It was opened after liturgy in the presence of the congregation.  In 

 it was found a letter from Father Dimitri Ermakov, church membership roster, new church plans and 

 information, Forerunner pamphlets, and a copy of “The Light of Orthodoxy”, a diocese newspaper.  

 

  Phase II construction completed March 17, 2013 with blessing and ribbon cutting ceremony. 

 Project involved the renovation and expansion of the vestibule which helped to also address  

 maintenance concerns with the porch, steps and room below resulting in:  an enlarged and more        

 welcoming vestibule; new Candle Room/Office and Church Library; better access to our elevator;           

 newly designed & relocated concrete handicap ramp; and an additional classroom/multi-purpose room. 

 

  2017-2018 Preparations begun to celebrate 100th Anniversary in October 2018. 

 

  100th Anniversary Celebration held October 7, 2018.  Hierarchal Divine Liturgy with His Beatitude 

 Metropolitan Tikhon and His Eminence, Archbishop Melchisedek officiating.  Liturgy is followed by 

 a banquet at the Doubletree Hotel on Racetrack Road in Washington, PA, with Archpriest William 

 Evansky as the keynote speaker. 

21st C ENTURY:  BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS & FUTURE GROWTH EFFORTS 
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St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church—Pictorial History 

OUR HISTORY 

 



 

St. john the Baptist orthodox church 100th anniversary 

Father Gregory Kobasa,                                                

Organizer & First Priest 

First church on Vine Street (built 1919) 

Includes Founders & Board of Trustees  Circa 1920’s/1930’s 

First public church service at Miner’s Hall January 19, 1918 
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Circa 1930’s/1940’s 

Canonsburg “R” Club 1948                             

(now known as “O” club) 

1953 

St. John’s Choir  1953 

1953 



 

St. john the Baptist orthodox church 100th anniversary 

St. John’s Trustees  1958 

 1958 

St. John’s 1964 Church Committee with Father Ermakov at new Church on Boone 

Original founders and members of 

the church taken in 1964 when 

the new church on Boone Ave. was 

completed. 

Sitting(l-r):  John Lazor, Nicholas Gontz, 

Daniel Drochak, George Anthony 

Standing(l-r):  Frank Matyuf, Joseph 

Lazor, Daniel Chicarella 

Missing from picture:  Joseph Sapp & 

Michael Uchal 
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St. John’s Sunday School 1964 

St. John’s Ladies Altar Society 1964 

St. John’s Church Committee 

1968 

St. John’s Choir 1968 
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Groundbreaking May 12, 1963 with Bishop Benjamin and Father Dimitri Ermakov 

Construction of the 

new church on Boone 

Avenue                  

1963 –1964  

(Consecrated Aug. 30, 1964) 

Procession from Vine Street to Boone Avenue Pentecost Sunday June 21, 1964 



 

St. john the Baptist orthodox church 100th anniversary 

1968 

Sunday School Teachers 1968 

1968 

1968 

Circa 1960’s/1970’s 
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Parish Photo 75th Anniversary 1993 

Bell brought up from first church on vine street 
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Pascha 2003 

Youth Retreat at Monastery 2008 

Church Camp 
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Parish Photo 90th Anniversary 2008 

Church Camp 

Kid’s Choir 2008 
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Growth & Development                    

Building Project 

Phase 1 

October 2008—June 2009 

Fellowship Hall completed  & 

blessed June 14, 2009 

AFTER 



 

St. john the Baptist orthodox church 100th anniversary 

BEFORE 

CONSTRUCTION 
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FOCA CONVENTION MEMORIES 

1996—Orlando 

2001—Pittsburgh  “Pittsburgh, our founding city, has hosted the most 

conventions with 12.”~Orthodox Christian Journal, Winter 2018 

2014—Gettysburg 

2010—Pittsburgh 

2009—Hartford 
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Junior “O” Club—Carnegie Science Center 2010                                       

Junior “O” Club                      

St.Nicholas Tree 2011                                       

Pentecost Walk 2010                                      

(starting out at our old church on Vine Street) 

St. John’s Church School 2011 

Gift of appreciation given to His Beatitude, Metropolitan Theodosius 

for his years of service.  Gift was a framing of two paintings by 

Sulkowski of Canonsburg back in the day. (2011) 

Opening of Time Capsule 

Dec. 23, 2012 
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Growth & Development                    

Building Project 

Phase 2 

2012—2013 

Vestibule Renovation &                          

Expansion completed and 

blessed March 17, 2013 

Building Committee                               

Parish Council 

Naming Sponsors &                      

donor of Vestibule Chandelier                                  
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BEFORE 

AFTER 
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Bantam Boys Champions 

Super Senior Mens 2nd place 

Bantam Girls 2nd place Junior Girls 2nd place 

2013 Tournament was held in Canonsburg  

and sponsored by the Canonsburg “O” Club. 
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Christmas Caroling 2013 

Yolka 2013 

Old Time Christmas in Canonsburg 2013 

Senior “O” Club Cereal Social 2013 
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2016 

Church Camp 2015 

Egg Hunt 2014 

Visit from Archbishop Melchisedek 2016 

Ice Skating at PPG 2016 
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2016 

Junior “O” Club Pentecost Walk 2018                                       Pascha  2017 

Fourth of July 2018 
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1970 

2018 
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Congratulatory Greetings 

and Memorial Messages from  

Our Parishioners, 

Neighboring Orthodox Parishes, 

Supporting Organizations 

and Friends 

of 

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 

ORTHODOX CHURCH 

 



 

 

St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church 100th Anniversary 

You are the light of the world. 

A city that is set on a hill cannot be 

hidden. 

Matthew 5:14 

 

May God continue to bless our 

community. 

 

Father Joseph & Matushka Annice 

James & Melanie 

Sophia, Jacob & Mary 

Anthony & Julianna 

Elijah, Daniel & Joseph 

Justin & Alexis 
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 “Ye are the light of the world.  A city that is set on a hill cannot 
be hid.  Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but 
on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. 
Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven” 
         ~Matthew 5:14-16 (KJV) 

1918 2018 



 

 

St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church 100th Anniversary 



 

 

St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church 100th Anniversary 

In Memory of 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ray & Irene Sobczak 

Memory Eternal! 
 

Wishing St. John’s Congratulations 

on their 100th Anniversary 

The Basso Family & The Kobak Family 
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Dedicated to the Choirs (past and present) of 

St. John the Baptist 

Russian Orthodox Church in America (1918—1970) 

Orthodox Church in America (1970—Present) 

 

“Those Who Sing, Pray Twice”                                                                   

 

 

 

 
 

The Bitsko’s 

Greg & Suzanne, John & Nika 
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  In 

Memory 

    of 

Beloved husband, Bill Brookman 

Parents, Paul & Mildred Vargo 

Brother, Pauly Vargo 

Earl & Catherine Brookman 

Bobby Wright 

Marie Cage 

 

“Vechnaya Pamyat”   

  “Memory Eternal” 
 

Remembered by Shirley Brookman 
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Wishing St. John’s 

Many Years 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Canonsburg Junior “O” Club 

 

“For where two or three are gathered in my name,                       

there am I among them.” ~Matthew 18:20  
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Mario L. DeAngelo Funeral Home                                                                                               
194 E. College Street                                                                                                                     

Canonsburg, PA 15317                                                                                                                    
Tel: (724) 745-6720                                                                                                                    

James N. DeAngelo, Supervisor 

 

Dale D. DeAngelo Funeral Home                                                                                                
1290 Jefferson Ave.                                                                                                                    

Washington, PA 15301                                                                                                                   
Tel: (724) 225-9110                                                                                                                     

Dale D. DeAngelo, Funeral Director 

 

The loss of a loved one can leave you with a lot of unanswered questions, feelings of stress 
and anxiety and grief that makes events difficult to handle. The experienced funeral                  
directors at DeAngelo Funeral Homes will guide you through the aspects of the funeral      
service with compassion, dignity and respect. Our staff of dedicated professionals is         
available to assist you in making funeral service arrangements. From casket choices to           
funeral flowers, the funeral directors at DeAngelo Funeral Homes provide individualized     
funeral services designed to meet the needs of each family. 

Our honest service and commitment to excellence have served our customers well, and you 
can rest assured that we can assist you in your time of need. Whether you have come to our 
site for information about an upcoming service or to make arrangements for one, we hope 
the information you find here will be helpful. 

 

Serving St. John the Baptist Church Since 1920 
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Congratulations to the clergy and parishioners of  

St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church 

on 100 years of dedicated service to God’s Holy Church 

 

Dormition of the Blessed Virgin Mary  

Russian Orthodox Church 

McKeesport, PA 15132 
 

Archpriest Dimitri D. Ermakov 

Parish Council and Parishioners 
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Congratulations on 100 Years 

God Grant You Many More Years! 
In Loving Memory of Parents and Brother 

 

ANN AND JOHN MATYUF 
DAVID JOHN MATYUF 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and departed family from the 

 John and Anna Matyuf Family 
and 

Theodore and Mary Demay Family 
and 

John and Ruth Esaias Family 
 

MEMORY ETERNAL           
            
                                               

Ruth Ann & 

John Esaias 
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The Fedorchak’s 
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Congratulations St. John The Baptist Orthodox Church on 

your 100th Anniversary!                                                                  

We’re honored to help you with your next hundred years. 

 

 

 

 

Over 30 Years of Personal Service and Attention 

I believe that over 30 years of personal service and attention to my clients have                    

enabled me to help over 300 people pursue their retirement dreams.  I take pride in 

the work that I do by sharing lessons and meeting with my clients regularly; they are 

like family. Blending your vision with my experience in investment, tax and estate 

planning is my goal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4160 Washington Road, Suite 1, McMurray, PA 15317                                                               

Phone: 724-942-3300    Fax: 724-942-3313    www.harriswm.com                                        

Securities and Advisory Services offered through LPL Financial, a Registered                    

Investment Advisor.  Member FINRA/SIPC       
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Memory Eternal 

To 
 

Parents 

John & Esther Haverlack 
 

Grandparents 

John & Julia Haverlack 

Steve & Mary Heiser 
 

Family Members 

Haverlack 

Heiser 

Kolsosky 

Sweda 

Chupinsky 

 

 

 

 

In loving, blessed memory, 

Diana 
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May God Grant You 

Many Years! 

From Your Brothers and Sisters at 

Holy Ghost Orthodox Church 

Ambridge, PA 

V. Rev. Fr. William J. Evansky, Pastor 
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St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church 100th Anniversary 
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Holy Virgin Russian Orthodox Church 

Carnegie, Pa. 

 

May God grant you Many Years 

 

Very Rev. Father R. George York ~ Pastor 

Parish Board and Parishioners 
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in Loving Memory Of 

Lukach (Luke) Louis Matyuf (a founding member) 

his wife, Tekla Matyuf, Anne Matyuf Kolarsky, all 

deceased members of the Matyuf families, all 

founding members of St. John’s and their families. 
 

From 

 

Anthony, Kathy and Pat Kolarsky 

 

MEMORY ETERNAL 
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MAY THE LORD BLESS OUR 

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST ORTHODOX PARISH 

ON ITS 100TH  ANNIVERSARY 

 

 

 

 

 

In Memory of 

My Beloved Husband, Father, Grandfather 

THEODORE F. LAZORCHAK 

and 

THE LAZORCHAK FAMILY 

Father—Michael — Co-Founder 

Mother— Anna 

 

Brothers and Sisters 

Michael 

Harry 

William 

John 

Anna 

Julia 

 
Memory Eternal!    Vechnaya Pamyat! 

 
Helen Lazorchak 

David, Leah, and Nathan Stockman 
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God’s Blessings On Our 

St. John The Baptist Orthodox Parish 

On Its 100th Anniversary 

 

 

 

 

 

In Memory of 

Parents and Grandparents 
 

STEVE and HELEN ZUBENKO 

 

Brothers and Sister 

Sisters-in-Law 

Uncles and Aunts 
 

Infant Joseph 

Michael & Charlotte 

William & Elizabeth 

Andrew & Margaret 

George & Agnes 

John & Elsie 

Stephen 

Mary 
 

Memory Eternal!    Vechnaya Pamyat! 
 

Helen Lazorchak 

David, Leah, and Nathan Stockman 
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St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church 100th Anniversary 

In Loving Memory of 

Our Grandparents 

Theodore Frank & Julia Matyuf                                                                                  
(one of the founders of the church) 

and 

Our Parents 

Theodore Frank Matyuf II 
Ann Matyuf Souchak 
Julia Matyuf Dluski 

Helen Matyuf Kopy Koman 
John Paul Matyuf 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

given by Children and Grandchildren 
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“O Baptizer of Christ, pray unto God for us  

and the faithful 

 of St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church” 

 

Glory to God for all things! 

Protodeacon John, Matushka Myra,                  

John Nicholas, Alexandra and Gregory Oleynik 
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Memory Eternal to our grandparents,  

V. Rev. John and Matushka Barbara Oleynik 

Thank you for teaching us the importance of God and family! 

We love and miss you Father Dido and Baba Barb, 

John Nicholas, Alexandra & Gregory Oleynik 
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God Grant You Many Years 

Baba Olga and Dido John Rusinko! 

Thank you for guiding us in faith and in love  

 and for working tirelessly together for 60+ years                                 

as true stewards of our parish, Archdiocese and                                         

the Orthodox Church in America. 

 

 

 

 

 
Love, 

John Nicholas, Alexandra & 

Gregory Oleynik 

Abu & Meaza Rusinko 
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 Criminal Defense – State and           

Federal 

  
  
 Personal Injury – Civil Rights 

  
  
 Traffic offenses/Penndot/License      

Suspensions 

 Wills, Powers of Attorney, Living Will 

 
  

 
 Estate Administration 
  

  
 Civil Litigation 

Areas of Practice 
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Memory Eternal 
Vechnaya Pamyat 

Eternally grateful for all they’ve done and 
the foundation of faith they provided, 

 

Joe, Paula, Rachel, Ben & Luke Phillis 

. . .and all the deceased in the John & 
Anna Matyuf Family and all the 
Founding Fathers of our parish. 

Parents, George & Anne Puskarich 

Uncle, Mike Matyuf         
(killed in action) 

Grandparents, John & Anna Matyuf 
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Commemorating 

100 Years 
 

In loving memory 

of deceased in 

Sakovich, 

Prince 

 and Holowich 

families  

from                    

Gabe & Anita 

Prince                  

and family 
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Memory Eternal 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With Love and Gratitude 

Kevin and Mary Ann (Woitel) Reck 

Catherine and Christopher Weber 

To Our Grandparents 

Samuel and Mary (Uchal)

Ridosh 

Founders 

 

 

 

And 

 

 

 

Parents 

Michael and Mary (Ridosh)

Woitel 
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St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church 100th Anniversary 

So much to celebrate! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are blessed to have shared so many wonderful memories 

 with our fellow parishioners, family and friends  

during our past 61 years here in Canonsburg.   

We thank the founders, clergy, and dedicated lay leaders 

 who have guided us  

and now our children’s children 

along the spiritual path of Orthodoxy.  

May God Grant You Many Years! 

John and Olga Rusinko 
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Russian Brotherhood Organization 

Saint Peter ~ Saint Paul 

Lodge 247 

Canonsburg, Pennsylvania 

Established March 5, 1916 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ^  la Rusyn byY, iesm’y budu 

I was, am and will remain a Rusyn. 



 

 

St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church 100th Anniversary 

 

   

Lodge Anniversary Picture of RBO St. Peter & Paul Lodge #247, Cbg., PA includes organizers and officers Alexis Sevak, John 

Matyuf, Theodore Fecycz, Steve Kotyk, Lukas (Louis) Matyuf, Harry Waschak, Nick Gontz, Pete Matyuf, (circa 1930’s/1940’s)  

100th Year Anniversary—March 5, 2016.  Sitting l-r: William Matyuf, Head Auditor & VP Emeritus; Chris Patrick, Treasurer; Standing l-r: 

Greg Matyuf, Vice President & Auditor; Lou Matyuf, President; Dave Carlock, National Officer; Dave Rhome, Mayor of Canonsburg 



 

 

St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church 100th Anniversary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Love and Blessings 

from the                    
Clergy & Faithful 

of 
St. Alexander Nevsky Cathedral 

sanocpgh.org 
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To Archpriest Joseph Oleynik 

And the God protected parish of 

St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church, Canonsburg PA 

On the joyous occasion of the 

100th Anniversary of your Church 

May God grant Many Years 

 

With the love and prayers of 

Igumen Patrick and the faithful of 

St. Mary Orthodox Church, Pittsburgh PA 
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St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church 100th Anniversary 

 

To Father Joseph, Matushka Annice, 

All The Clergy And 

All The Christ - Loving People Of 

Saint John’s Parish 

 

Many Years! 
 

 

 

Saint Nicholas Parish 

Duquesne, Pennsylvania 
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Congratulations to our 

St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church 

on her 100th Anniversary 
 
 

In loving memory of our beloved 

husband and father,  

Louis Schinosi 

 

 

 

Dolores Schinosi 

Kirk, Debbie, Tyler & Kyle 

Kimberly, Chris, Evan & Sophie 

Lou, Rachel, Gabriella & Louie 
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John and Eleanor Simko, Michael Simko 

Jerry, Lorie, Abigail, and Zachary Strennen 

John, Dawn, Brandon, and Samuel Simko 

Stephen, Julie, Sarah, Nicholas, and Jacob Simko 
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VECHNAYA PAMYAT 

 

 

 

 

 
         Grandparents                                    Parents 

           John & Anna                                  John & Julia 

               Matyuf                                           Spetek 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lovingly remembered by daughters and granddaughters 

Anna Marie, Nancy, Shirley and their families 

 

 

God’s Continued Blessings upon 

St. John’s 100th Anniversary and beyond 
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In loving memory of… 

Michael & Julia Sweda 

Basil & Audrey Sweda 

Richard Sweda 

Douglas Sweda 

Sandra Sweda 

Sweda & Kirby Families 

McCaffrey & Atkins Families 

Bernardi & Pavlik Families 

Bendel & Filowiat Families 

 

Vechnaya Pamyat! 

The Sweda Family 
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Thanks  Be  to God   

Congratulations on 100 years ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

With  prayers  for another 100 years ! 

The Yarosh Family 
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Protodeacon Joseph Balkunowa 

Congratulations and Best Wishes 

on your 100th Anniversary 

 

In Loving Memory of Father, Mother, Grandfather and Grandmother 

 

PAUL T. and PEARL S. DEMAY 

THEODORE and MARY DEMAY 

EDWARD and EVA SAPINSKY 

 

From 

Ronald, Debbie and Chelsea Ann Demay, 

Nick Walters and Danielle and John Lipscak 
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Eternal and Loving Memory of 

Parents, John & Mary Chupinsky 

 

 

By Dr. John & Eva Chupinsky 

Eternal and Loving Memory of 

Parents, Stephan & Mary Petronka 

 

 

By Dr. John & Eva Chupinsky 
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May God Grant You Many Years! 

 

Archpriest William J. Evansky 

Chancellor  

Archdiocese of Pittsburgh 

and Western Pennsylvania (OCA) 

Congratulations and best wishes to All 

as we celebrate our 100th Anniversary of 

“Faith, Family and Friends”. 

May God continue to BLESS and grant us Many Years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Helene Emerick 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=orthodox+3+bar+cross&FORM=HDRSC2
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Subdeacon Thomas & Cynthia Havrilak  

God’s BlessinGs & Best Wishes on 100 Years 

God grant you many more years! 
 

Susan Horosky & Janet Horosky 

Archpriest John C. Horosky 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May the Lord grant eternal rest to our dearly departed.                                                            
In loving memory of: 

Parents                                       
John & Josephine            

Horosky 

Grandparents                                       
Charles & Cecelia            

Horosky 

Wife & Sister-in-law                                          
Matushka Judith            

Horosky 

Grandparents                                       
Frank & Frances            

Zimny 
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Faithful members of St. John the Baptist Church in Canonsburg: 

 

 

Protopresbyter Daniel and Matushka Dunia Hubiak 

From humble beginnings in Canonsburg, your 
church is now one that is “set on a hill”       
reminding us of our Lord’s words: “You are 
the light of the world. A city that is set on a 
hill cannot be hidden.” (Matthew 5:14) 

In the years ahead “May your light so shine 
before men, that they may see your good 
works and glorify your Father in heaven.” 

Congratulations on the Centennial of your 
parish, and best wishes for continued growth 
and faithful witness to Holy Orthodoxy in    
Canonsburg. 

 

 

Congratulations 

to a wonderful 

Community 

on your 

100th  Anniversary! 
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St. john the Baptist orthodox church 100th anniversary 

In Memory of 

Lukas & Tekla (Majkowicz)                                
Matiuch (Matyuf) 

and 

Children 

  Anna    Eva 

           Mary   Helen 

         Catherine      Andrew 
 

Vechnaya Pamyat!    Memory Eternal! 
 

Offered by Louis & Carolyn Matyuf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Memory Eternal! 
 

given by Greg & Gay Lynn Matyuf 
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offered by 

William Matyuf 



 

 

 

St. john the Baptist orthodox church 100th anniversary 

“Let the heavens rejoice.  Let the earth be glad.” 
 

Memory Eternal 
to the venerable founders and those who labored 

and served with faith and love.  
 

Many Years 
to the faithful of St. John the Baptist parish! 

 
 

Rev. Dn. Mark, Matushka Kelly Elizabeth, Hannah, Samuel, and Benjamin Oleynik 



 

 

 

 

 

St. john the Baptist orthodox church 100th anniversary 

 

In Memory of 

Parents 
 

Henry & Eva Pirih 
  

Vechnaya Pamyat!     

Memory Eternal! 

 

by Marian,                                          

Michael & Mary Pirih 

Greetings from Florida                    
to congratulate                                                    

St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church                       

on 100 years in Canonsburg.  

May God Grant your parish many more! 

 Yours in Christ from                                                               

St. Raphael of Brooklyn Orthodox Church                                 

Inverness, Florida (The Villages, Florida) 

Marian   

Pirih 

Archbishop Mark 

Maymon of Philadel-

phia & Eastern PA 

Father 

Sergious 

Gerken 
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In Loving Memory 

 
 

 

 
 

Katherine and Silvester Kanzius 

Helen and Harry Shamitko 

John Kanzius 
 

Memory Eternal! 
 

Jane and Gregory Shamitko 

 2 Timothy 4:6-8 

Vechnaya Pamyat 
 

In loving memory of 

Julia Matyuf Spetek, 89 
Fell asleep unto the Lord January 22, 2018 

Lifetime member of St. John’s who so looked forward 

to being here for the 100th Anniversary 

Mother 



 

 

 

St. john the Baptist orthodox church 100th anniversary 



 

 

 

 

 

St. john the Baptist orthodox church 100th anniversary 

Congratulations 

on celebrating                   

100 Years                       

in Canonsburg!  

God’s Blessings to                    
St. John’s parish 

 

 

 

May God grant you                 
“Many Years” 

 Wishing St. John the Baptist 

Orthodox Church, their clergy 

and parishioners a wonderful 

100th Anniversary! 



 

 

 

 

 

St. john the Baptist orthodox church 100th anniversary 

Happy 100th Anniversary                                                  

Many Years!   M’HOraya JIiTa!  

 

  

 

 

 

Congratulations and Prayerful best wishes to the Archpriest Joseph,                                      

& our Brothers and Sisters                                                                                                    

Of St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church, Canonsburg, Pa.                                                    

On the 100th anniversary of St. John’s Church 

“Be strong, and show yourself a man, and keep the charge of the Lord your God,                          

walking in his ways and keeping his statutes, his commandments,                                                               

his ordinances, and his testimonies, as it is written in the law,                                                           

that you may prosper in all that you do and wherever you turn…” 

(1 Kings 2: 2-3) 

From the parish families of: 

HOLY ASSUMPTION OF ST. MARY                 SS. PETER & PAUL                                                  

629 Sunshine Avenue                                 100 Tipple Road                                           

Central City, Pa. 15926                               Berlin, Pa. 15530 

Rev. Fr. Elijah J. Bremer, Rector                                                                                  

Officers & Parishioners                                                                       

www.saintmarysoca.org 

Greetings  

and 

Best Wishes 
 

 

 

Loretta Matyuf 

In Memory of 
Archpriest John 

& 
Matushka Barbara 

Oleynik 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
from The Klingensmith Family 
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In Loving Memory of 

 

 

 

 

 

Grandparents 

Wosil & Anna Melnyk                                           
Metro & Mary Behun 

 

Parents 

Michael & Eva Melnyk 
 

from 

M. Charles & Cecilia Melnyk 

In 

Loving Memory 

of 
 

Mike & Mary Uchal 
 

from 

Your Grandchildren 

In Loving Memory of 

Parents:                                  
Mitred Archpriest Paul &                             
Matushka Pauline White 

Grandparents:                            
John & Sue Homer                                     

Frank & Anna Babilya 

Aunts:                                  
Mary Ann Maddox                                      
Anna Mae Parker 

 

 

 

 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark White & Family 



 

In Memory of 

In Memory of In Memory of 

In Memory of 

 

St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church 100th Anniversary 

“Come unto me all ye who labor and are heavy laden,                                          

and I will give you rest.” —Matthew 11:28  

Though they are not with us today, they are always in our hearts & minds. 

Memory Eternal                             Vechnaya Pamyat 

 

John & Viola                                       
Anthony 

 

from                                                  
Michele E. Campbell 

 

Helen & Michael                                       
Bushko 

 

from                                                       
Michele E. Campbell,                         

Sara & Gemma 

 

Tekla & Louis                                       
Matyuf 

 
from                                                  

Michele E. Campbell 

 

Husband                  
Andrew “Andy”                                       

Matyuf 
 

from                                                  
wife, Grace M. Matyuf & family 



In Memory of 

 

In Memory of In Memory of 

In Memory of 

 

St. john the Baptist orthodox church 100th anniversary 

Parents 
Peter Matyuf         

&                                       
Sophie Matyuf 

from                                                  
Loretta Matyuf 

 

Our Parents 
Mary & Steve                                       

Migyanko 
 

from Children: Anna Kay,                     
John, Stephanie & Barry 

 

 

Robert “Bobby”                                       
Wright 

 

from                                                   
Christopher & Ashley Wright 

 

John, Anna, 
Vera and George                                        

Zotov 
 

from                                                        
Martha Zotov 

Memory  

Eternal! 

Vechnaya  

Pamyat! 



 

St. john the Baptist orthodox church 100th anniversary 

 
 

The angel cried to 

the Lady Full of 

Grace: Rejoice, O 

Pure Virgin! 

Again I say Rejoice!  

Your Son is risen 

from His three days 

in the tomb! 

With Himself He 

has raised all the 

dead!  Rejoice, all 

ye people. 

Shine!   Shine! O 

New Jerusalem! 

The glory of the 

Lord has shone on 

you! 

Exult now and be 

glad, O Zion! 

Be radiant, O Pure 

Theotokos, in the 

Resurrection of 

your Son! 



 

 

St. john the Baptist orthodox church 100th anniversary 

Thank you to our . . . 

 

Sophia Berdar 

Daniel J. Chupinsky 

Serge & Carolyn Daniels 

Sonja DiCarlo 

The Andrew Fedetz Family 

Louise Gerber Family 

Diana Haverlack 

Bob & Denise Kalakewich 

Louis & Carolyn Matyuf 

Michael S. Povich 

Olga Povich 

Madelyn & Patrick Rohaley 

Anastasia Rudolph 

Dr. Stephanie A. Urchick 
 



 

St. john the Baptist orthodox church 100th anniversary 

Your are the light of the world.  A 

city that is set on a hill cannot be 

hidden.  Nor do they light a lamp 

and put it under a basket, but on a 

lampstand, and it gives light to all 

who are in the house. 

—Matthew 5:14-15 



 

St. john the Baptist orthodox church 100th anniversary 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy Name, Thy   

Kingdom come, Thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us 

this day our daily bread; and      

forgive us our trespasses, as we   

forgive those who trespass against 

us; and lead us not into           

temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory,    

forever, Amen. 
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