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Upcoming Schedule 
Confession is available after most evening services, and by appointment (including before Liturgy) 

Holy Communion is available by appointment for those cautious about COVID 

December 5, Sunday: 
-11:30 AM, Parastas for Apr. John Oleynik 

November 29, Monday: 
-6:30 PM, Vespers, followed by Confession 

November 30, Tuesday (St. Andrew): 
-8:30 AM, Divine Liturgy  
 @ St. Nicholas, 608 Colliers Way, Weirton, WV 

December 1, Wednesday: 
-6:30 PM, Vespers, followed by Confession 
-7:15 PM, Parish Game Night 

December 2, Thursday: 
-6:30 PM, Moleben to St. Hilarion the Wonderworker, for Lara (Ilariana) Galis 

December 3, Friday: 
-9:30 AM, Nut Roll Baking for Christmas 
-Noon – 7:00 PM, Canonsburg Christmas 
-8:00 PM, All-Night Vigil for Ss. Barbara & John Damascene (Liturgy at ~11:00 PM) 

December 4, Saturday: 
-9:30 AM, Nut Roll Baking for Christmas  
-Noon – 7:00 PM, Canonsburg Christmas 
-6:00 PM, Vespers, followed by Confession 
-7:00 PM, Rectory Social 

December 5, Sunday: 
-8:00 AM, Matins 
-9:30 AM, Divine Liturgy 

-11:30 AM, Parastas for Dorothy Petronka, Michael Pirih, & Sophie Onufer 
-12:30 PM, Catechesis 
-7:00 PM, Vespers 
 @ St. Nicholas, 320 Munson Ave, McKees Rocks 

December 6, Monday (St. Nicholas): 
-9:00 AM, Divine Liturgy  
 @ St. Nicholas, 1 St Nicholas Dr, Donora  



COVID-Concerned Liturgy – Dec. 27 
Several of our brethren have decided the most prudent option is to stay home, lest 

they or a loved one suffer the consequences of contracting COVID.  To accommodate 
these concerns, we will offering a monthly Divine Liturgies on Saturday morning.  
Masks and social distancing will be mandated.  The next such Liturgy will be Dec. 27. 

Food Drive 
To help those who struggle with hunger in Washington County, please consider 

purchasing one or two non-perishable food items when you shop, and drop them off in 
the narthex the next time you are in church.  Baby supplies (diapers, wipes, & formula) 
and toiletries are also needed. Any financial donations are welcome too!  If you have 
questions, please contact Julianna Cario: 724-263-1046. 

Met. Theodosius Lecture – Dec. 14 – Home as a Little Church 
In December, we’ll be joined by Drs. David & Mary Ford from St. Tikhon’s Seminary.  

Dr. David is the professor of Church History, and Dr. Mary teaches New Testament.  
Through the years they have given many presentations on the Orthodox understanding 
of marriage and family life, and offering us a lecture along these lines, entitled “The 
Home as a Little Church: The Wisdom of St. John Chrysostom”. 

Advent Book Study 
We are  reading the newly-published “Arise, O God: the Gospel of Christ’s Defeat of 

Demons, Sin, and Death”.  The gospel of Jesus Christ is not about what Jesus can do for 
your life. It is not even the answer to the question, “How can I be saved?” It is the 
declaration of a victory. In his coming to earth, his suffering, and his Resurrection, Christ 
conquered demons, sin, and death. In Arise, O God, author and podcaster Fr. Andrew 
Stephen Damick introduces us to the spiritual war that Christ won by his victory, how 
we are caught in that war’s cosmic crossfire, what the true content of the gospel is - and 
how we are to respond: who Christ is, what Christ achieved, and what Christ expects 
from us as a result.  This is not a personal feel-good message, but an account of the cosmic 
victory that has been won, and the new reality in which we live as a result. Our 
individual response will not change the fact that the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.  This 
book is short (only 141 pages), a very easy read, and easily digestible. 

Arise, O God, will be available at our parish bookstore, and the audio book – which is 
only 2 hours and 49 minutes long! – is available on Audible, Apple Books, etc. 

Sunday Catechesis  
Fr. John has begun to offer a weekly class aimed at helping to teach our new 

catechumens about the Orthodox Faith.  This will take place at 12:30 on most Sundays, 
at the conclusion of coffee hour, when we’ll gather at a table in the hall.  Everyone who 
would like to learn more about our Faith is welcome to join! 



Candle Help Needed 
Please see Fr. John if you are able to come and spend about 30-40 minutes sometime 

before Vespers on Saturdays.  Multiple volunteers working together would be ideal, so 
that it doesn’t fall to one person each and every Saturday.  We need help ASAP! 

Canonsburg Christmas Cocoa Volunteers – Dec. 3/4 
As in past years, our parish’s Outreach Committee is looking for volunteers to hand 

out hot chocolate for those at Canonburg’s annual Christmas festivities on Friday, Dec. 
3, from 1-7 PM, and Saturday, Dec. 4, from Noon-7 PM.  We are looking for at least two-
hour shifts over the two days.  Sign-up sheets are in the narthex.  The stand is in the 
Senior Center this year, rather than outside it, so the weather will not be an issue for us.  
Please sign up to help in the narthex.  Consider sharing a few hours of your time with 
our community this Christmas season! Questions? See Julianna Cario: 724-263-1046. 

All-Night Vigil with Vladyka – Dec. 3/4 
For quite some time, His Eminence, Abp. Melchisedek, has been asking Fr. John to 

serve an All-Night Vigil, as Fr. John has helped with them at previous assignments.  
Because it falls on a Friday night and we wouldn’t likely be doing a usual morning 
Liturgy anyway, Fr. John has agreed to help Vladyka with this for the Vigil-Ranked Feast 
of Ss. Barbara & John of Damascus.  This means that we will begin with Compline at 7:45, 
as people are arriving, and then begin in earnest with Vespers 8:00 PM.  After the full 
services of Vespers and Matins served by Fr. John, we will immediately begin with the 
Divine Liturgy, served by Abp. Melchisedek, at around 11:00 PM or so, concluding with 
Holy Communion shortly after midnight.  If you’d like to help with this wonderful honor 
and blessing for our parish, the more readers the merrier.  The Archdiocese is planning 
on publicizing it to the rest of the parishes as well, so we may have some visiting friends 
(and new friends) from other parishes in the area. 

For those wishing to partake of Holy Communion, one should at least abstain from 
all food and drink from after lunch, though a bit of water is acceptable if absolutely 
necessary to make it through the day.  For those in town for Canonsburg Christmas, 
please come up the hill and at least join us for Vespers, which should go 8:00-8:45. 

Support our Seminarians: St. Nicholas Giving Tree – Due Dec. 5 
The Junior O Club is sponsoring our Annual St. Nicholas Giving Tree to help 

seminarian families this Christmas season through the purchase of gift cards to help meet 
their needs.  Hanging on the tree are paper ornament cutouts and on each is a $10 
donation of cash or check to be made toward the purchase of gift cards.  (Checks can be 
made payable to St. John’s Fundability.)  The donations will be accumulated by 
Fundability and then used to purchase gift cards to stores near them like Walmart.  Please 
help us to clear the ornaments from the tree and spread some Christmas cheer to the 
seminarian families.  Donations are due December 5.  Thank you for your support! 



Archdiocesan Advent Retreat – Dec. 11 
We will finally be hosting Mat. Valerie Zahirsky, who will be speaking of the subject 

of “Surprising Saints”: how the triumphs and struggles of holy people can inspire our 
lives.  We had been asked to host this retreat for Lent of 2020; thankfully, we can finally 
fulfill this request of the Archdiocese!  We will begin with a Moleben at 10 AM, followed 
by a light lenten breakfast, and then Mat. Valerie’s talk will commence at around 11, 
lasting until 1 PM.  Please see Anita Prince if you would like to help prepare the meal. 

Divine Liturgy Tutorial – Dec. 18 Jan. 8 
Our soon-to-be-catechumens have asked that Fr. John go over the Divine Liturgy 

with them, so that they can better understand what is going on and how to active 
participate.  So, both they and anyone else interested in the parish are invited to come to 
an overview of the Divine Liturgy at 10 AM on Saturday, Dec. 18 Jan. 8.  The plan is that 
this will take about two hours, with a tea & coffee break half-way through. 

Cookie Walk Bakers Needed – Dec. 18 
As before COVID, Matushka Janine will be organizing a cookie walk in conjunction 

with our nut roll/kolbassa pickup and sales time.  She is asking for as many families as 
possible to commit to making six (6) dozen cookies for the cookie walk.  Cookies “like 
how Baba used to make” are usually the best sellers, rather than the kinds of cookies you 
can grab down at the grocery store (think Russian tea cakes instead of chocolate chip, 
which never sell well as such events). Bakers, please sign up in the narthex, and expect a 
visit from Mat. Janine during coffee over the next few Sundays! Otherwise, please contact 
her at janinekotalik@gmail.com or 732-320-8126 if you’d like to contribute some cookies. 

Communal Holy Supper – Dec. 24 
Many of our families have maintained the wonderful tradition of Christmas Eve Holy 

Supper, and that is a wonderful thing which should be maintained in those families and 
homes.  However, many of our more recent members don’t have family in the area, or 
are simply unfamiliar with the custom because they are not from the Russian tradition 
or are converts.  Accordingly, we will be doing what many parishes have begun to do in 
recent decades and offering a parish Holy Supper for those who would like to join.  We 
will begin the meal at 5:00 PM, and go until Vigil at 8:00 PM.  For those who are here for 
the Vesperal Liturgy (12:30 PM to about 3:00 PM) and simply wish to stay rather than 
drive home and back again, a coffee and tea social will be offered as the Holy Supper is 
being set up, though food will not be offered, so that the appointed fasting from solid 
food until Holy Supper can be maintained.  This is not meant to supplant or replace our 
family traditions, but to offer something to those without such traditions, or for whom 
maintaining them as a single person or couple is not practical.  If interested in joining, or 
in offering a dish (even if you aren’t joining), please see Mat. Janine. 
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High School/College LGBT Discussion – Dec. 28? 
At the suggestion of some of our parents, Fr. John is proposing that we gather with 

our high school and college-aged youth, who will be home for Christmas, to watch the 
recording of the talk which Fr. Markewich gave in October, combined with pizza and a 
discussion.  Please let Fr. John know if this will work for your family! 

Liturgical Bread Baking Help Needed – Jan. 22 
Chris Weber has been blessed to take a new job, but he is no longer able to do the 

many things he had been doing behind the scenes of the parish.  One of those things he 
had been doing was helping to make the bread we use for the Divine Liturgy.  This was 
normally done during the week, but in the hopes of soliciting the help of those with less 
flexible schedules, our faithful liturgical bread bakers will be leading a session on 
Saturday, Jan. 22, in the parish kitchen and hall.  Any help would be greatly appreciated, 
whether you have experience baking or simply are willing to be directed to help with the 
whole process.  This is necessary for our shared Liturgical life, and we sincerely ask that 
you consider coming to learn and help.  Please speak with Helene Emerick if interested. 

??? Monastery Men’s Retreat – Feb. 11-13 ??? 
Many of our men have asked about doing a men’s retreat to a monastery, so Fr. John 

inquired when he was at St. Gregory Palamas Monastery (central Ohio) on his way to 
the funeral in Michigan.  The abbot, Fr. Joseph, would be able and willing to host a retreat 
of up to 12 men from Friday, Feb. 11, through Sunday, Feb. 13.  Fr. John would need to 
depart on Saturday morning, but the rest of the men would stay through Sunday Liturgy.  
Spouses and kids would be welcome to join and enjoy the retreat as well, and there is 
hardly a better example of life to offer our children!  Please see Fr. John if interested. 

Candle Help Needed 
Many thanks are due to Chris Weber, who faithfully came on Saturday afternoons to 

change out the used vigil candles for new ones.  His new job will keep him from 
continuing in this yeoman’s work, and so we are asking for others in the parish to step 
up to the plate.  Please see Fr. John if you are able to come and spend about 30-40 minutes 
sometime before Vespers on Saturdays.  Multiple volunteers working together would be 
ideal, so that it doesn’t fall to one person each and every Saturday. 

News from the Bookstore 
The Christmas season is quickly approaching, so stop by the bookstore for a gift for 

your loved ones. We have a lot of new inventory available at the bookstore for all ages.  
If you can't decide what book to purchase for someone, you can purchase a gift 
certificate!  Also, we have a sale starting with $1 off books less than $15 and $2 off books 
$15 or more, so stop by the full bookstore table in the parish hall. 



FOCA Virtual Tour of Bethlehem – Dec. 12 
Are you struggling to keep the Nativity Fast? Having difficulty finding the true spirit 

and meaning of Christmas? Looking for a way to get your spiritual efforts back on track? 
The Fellowship of Orthodox Christians in America invites you to join Fr. Ilya Gotlinsky, 
the director of Orthodox Tours, on a virtual journey through the Holy City of Bethlehem 
as they relive the events and places of our Lord’s Birth.  The tour will be offered on 
Sunday, December 12, at 7:00 PM (EST) via Zoom.  To reserve your spot, simply make a 
tax deductible donation to FOCA at https://www.eventbrite.com/x/virtual-tour-of-
the-holy-city-of-bethlehem-tickets-189343931797 and you will be provided the Zoom 
link.  All proceeds will benefit the charitable outreach of FOCA. 

Thanksgiving to God 
“The thanks of men will not make God greater, more powerful, more glorious, richer 

or more alive, but they will make men all of these things. Man’s gratitude will not add 
anything to God’s peace and contentment, but it will add greatly to man’s. Thanksgiving 
to God will in no way change God’s state and being, but it will change these in a grateful 
man. God has no need of our gratitude, nor are our prayers necessary to him. But it is 
this same Lord who said: “Your father knows what things you have need of, before you 
ask him‘ (Matthew 6:8) who at the same time recommended that men ought always to 
pray, and not to faint (Luke 18:1).  God may not feel the need of our prayers, but He 
nevertheless tells us to pray. He may not feel the need of our gratitude, but nevertheless 
demands it of us—the thanksgiving that is nothing other than a form of prayer, a prayer 
of thanksgiving. Thanksgiving to God raises us mortals out of the corruption of 
mortality, releases us from that which we must all at some time be released, whether we 
will or no, and binds us to God the living and immortal; if we are not bound to him in 
this life, then we shall never be in his presence in eternity. Thanksgiving ennobles the 
thankful and nourishes good works. Thanksgiving inspires benevolence in the world, 
and gives freshness to every virtue.” – St. Nikolai of Zhicha 
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Memory Eternal! – Вѣчная память! – Věčnaja pamjat! 
Newly Departed (Parishioners in Bold): 

Pr. Maximos Herman (10/25)    Deborah Maria Turner (11/10)    Dennis Johnson (11/25) 

Anniversaries of the Departed: 
Andrew Svidersky (11/28/1921)   Andrew Kommenda (11/28/1946)   Julia Haverlack (11/28/1959) 

Nicholas Anthony (11/28/1983)    Apr. John Oleynik (11/28/1993)    Norma Danyo (11/28/2005) 
Mary Chopak (11/28/2019)    Dn. Gregory Jewett (11/29/2019)    Nicholas Sohyda (12/1/1949) 

Mary Deeb (12/1/1965)    Christopher Love (12/1/2004)    Maria Chotinsky (12/2/1922) 
Harry Hestor (12/2/1960)    Alice Feyche (12/2/1981)    Albert Dager (12/2/1984) 

Dorothy Petronka (12/2/2020)    Michael Pirih (12/2/2020)   Thomas Wasuchno (12/3/1951) 
Maria Orlovsky (12/4/1918)    Andrew Anthony (12/4/1996)    Martha Medovsky (12/5/1939) 
Ephraim Khichenko (12/5/1943)    Steven Zaricki (12/5/19458)    Douglas Sweda (12/5/1960) 

John Udodow (12/5/1989)    Joseph Wolfe (12/5/1992)    Sophie Onufer (12/5/2020) 

Many Years! – Многая лѣта! – Mnohaja i blahaja lěta! 
Namedays: 

Evan Petronka (12/4)    Alexander Schenken (12/4) 

Birthdays: 
Chris Petronka (11/28) 

We pray for the health and salvation of:
All those suffering from the 

Coronavirus, 
The suffering peoples of 

Afghanistan 
Abp. Benjamin (Peterson) 
Igumen Patrick (Carpenter) 
Apr. Anthony (Carbo) 
Apr. John (Haluszczak) 
Apr. Michael (Hatrak) 
Apr. John (Reeves) 
Pdn. John (Oleynik) 
Diaconissa. Judy Anne 

(Carpenter) 
Mat. Alexandra (Safchuk) 
Mat. Susanne (Senyo) 
Jerry (Anderson) 
Diane (Arcoletti) 
Dorothy (Barich) 
John “Jack” (Boschuk) 
Gregory & Gwen (Bushko) 
Shirley (Brookman) 
Roger (Cantley) 
Eva (Chupinsky) 
Todd (Geer) 

Chelsea (Geer) 
David (Helinski) 
Harry (Horosky) 
Janet (Horosky) 
Maria (Jacobs) 
Gregory (Kachmarsky) 
Martine (Kline) 
Shirley (Lazorchak) 
Janice (Lenart) 
Lynda (Loewen) 
Anthony (Lucas) 
Donald (Marsico) 
Albert (Maruskin) 
Brandon (Mayberry) 
Gregg (Nescott) 
Radojka (Pejović) 
Zoran (Pejović) 
John (Petronka) 
Margaret Ann (Peyton) 
Mary (Pirih) 
Anastasia (Rudolph) 
Gregory (Sakovich) 
Meretta (Stockman) 
Carol (Sweda) 

Luis (Thompson) 
Richard & Joan (Trombetta) 
Jayme (Verslype) 
Christopher (Weber) 
Margot (Weber) 
Mary Kay (Weber) 
Kera (White) 
Joseph & Mary Ann 

(Zupancic) 
Michael, Katherine, & Isaac 
Catechumens/Inquirers: 

Brandon, Matthew, 
Alicia, Paxton, Jaime, 
Dale, Vincent, Diana, & 
Thomas 


