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St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church 
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His Eminence, Most Rev. Melchisedek 

601 Boone Avenue, Canonsburg, PA 15317 
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Preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ to Canonsburg,  

the Chartiers Valley, Washington, and Beyond! 

October 24th, AD 2021 
18th Sunday after Pentecost (Tone 1) – 5th Sunday of Luke 

Our Lady, the Joy of All Who Sorrow 
 

Home Parish of the Ever-Memorable Met. Theodosius, (+10/19) 

May his memory be eternal! Вѣчная память! 

Rector, Fr. John Joseph Kotalik 

425-503-2891 – frjohnkotalik@gmail.com  

Attached Clergy: 

Protodeacon John Oleynik, 724-366-0678 

Deacon Theodosius Onest, 724-809-3491 

Parish President & Warden, Mr. Kiprian Yarosh, 724-743-0231 

Choir Director, Mr. Joseph Helinski, 724-554-4775 
 

The Orthodox Church humbly claims to be the One Church of Jesus Christ,  

founded on the Apostolic Witness to our Lord, born on the day of Pentecost, and for 2,000 years making 

known to men, women, and children the path to salvation through repentance and faith in Christ. 

All Services are Live-Streamed Online on our YouTube Channel: 
www.youtube.com/c/StJohntheBaptistOrthodoxChurchCanonsburg/live 

http://www.frunner.org/
http://www.facebook.com/frunneroca/
mailto:frjohnkotalik@gmail.com
http://www.youtube.com/c/StJohntheBaptistOrthodoxChurchCanonsburg/live


Upcoming Schedule 
Confession is available after most evening services, and by appointment (including before Liturgy) 

Holy Communion is available by appointment for those cautious about COVID 

October 24, Sunday: 
-1:30 PM, Spring House Hayride (a reminder for those who singed up!) 

October 25, Monday: 
-6:00 PM, Vespers for St. Demetrius of Thessalonica 
 Join us afterwards for wing night at Primanti’s in Washington! 

October 27, Wednesday: 
-6:30 PM, Vespers, followed by Confession 
-7:15 PM, Parish Game Night (Questions? Contact Nicholas: nlikiardopoulos@gmail.com) 

October 28, Thursday (St. Job of Pochaev): 
-9:00 AM, Divine Liturgy 

-6:00 PM, Moleben to St. Job of Pochaev 

October 30, Saturday: 
-6:00 PM, Vespers, followed by Confession 
-7:00 PM, Rectory Bonfire 

October 31, Sunday (Western Holiday: All Hallows’/Saints’ Eve): 
-8:00 AM, Matins 
-9:30 AM, Divine Liturgy 

~12:30 PM (after Coffee Hour), Moleben to All Saints 

November 1, Monday (Western Holiday: All Souls’ Eve): 
-6:00 PM, General Pannikhida 
-6:30 PM, Moleben for the Salvation of Our Land (for Election Day) 
 Join us afterwards for wing night at Primanti’s in Washington! 

November 2, Tuesday (Election Day): 
-9:00 AM, Moleben for the Salvation of Our Land (for Election Day) 
 Instead of complaining or worrying, let us pray for our country! 

November 3, Wednesday: 
-6:30 PM, Vespers, followed by Confession CANCELLED 
-7:00 PM, Parish Movie Outing: “The Most Reluctant Convert” (See Details Below) 
 @ Cinemark Robinson Township, 2100 Settlers Ridge Center Dr, Pittsburgh 

November 4, Thursday: 
-7:00 PM, Orthodoxy on Tap @ Rusty Gold Brewing, 43 W Pike St, Canonsburg  

mailto:nlikiardopoulos@gmail.com


Food Drive 
To help those who struggle with hunger in Washington County, please consider 

purchasing one or two non-perishable food items when you shop, and drop them off in 
the narthex the next time you are in church.  Baby supplies (diapers, wipes, & formula) 
and toiletries are also needed. Any financial donations are welcome too!  If you have 
questions, please contact Julianna Cario: 724-263-1046. 

Met. Theodosius Lecture – Nov. 16 – Lou Zagami 
For our coming monthly lecture, we’ll be joined by Lou Zagami, the development 

officer of International Orthodox Christian Charities, who will cover some of IOCC’s 
current programs happening around the world, offering a glimpse of how Orthodox 
supporters here North America are helping people around the world through IOCC.  In 
December, we’ll be joined by Drs. David & Mary Ford from St. Tikhon’s Seminary.  Dr. 
David is the professor of Church History, and Dr. Mary teaches New Testament.  
Through the years they have given many presentations on the Orthodox understanding 
of marriage and family life, and offering us a lecture along these lines, entitled “The 
Home as a Little Church: The Wisdom of St. John Chrysostom”. 

Retreat: Finding our Healing Path – Oct. 30 
On Saturday, Oct. 30, from 10a-4p, St. George Antiochian Orthodox Cathedral, 3400 

Dawson St., Pittsburgh, will be hosting a one-day retreat on “Finding our Healing Path: 
Putting the Past in the Past” by cathedral dean, Fr. Joshua Makoul, who is also a 
counselor:  Finding peace and resolution from past painful events can be elusive. We 
may, for a lifetime, feel like we are trying to find our way through a maze. The purpose 
of this retreat is to lay out a clear path to healing the unresolved so that the past can be 
put into the past. When this is achieved, we can engage the present and perceive the 
future without the disruptive influence of past unresolved events. There will be a 
combining of Orthodox Spirituality with recent knowledge gained and treatments 
discovered, that are faith friendly, from the field of Counseling Psychology.  To register, 
go to https://www.sgcoakland.org/one-day-retreat-sign-up-oct-2021.  Lunch included. 

Parish Movie Outing – Nov. 3 
Let’s go to the movies!  A new film depicting C.S. Lewis’ dramatic journey from 

atheism to Christianity is happening, and airing at select theaters on one night only.  The 
film, titled The Most Reluctant Convert, is set in the period before the 1950 publication of 
Lewis’s classic The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe.  C.S. Lewis went from being a 
“vigorous debunker of religion to the most respected Christian writer apologist of the 
20th century” and the questions he explored are complex, inspiring those of us who have 
our own struggles with faith.  Here’s the trailer: https://youtu.be/AWEjo6pr2Qk.  It is 
highly suggested that we purchase tickets ahead of time, before they sell out: 
https://www.atomtickets.com/checkout/402231098#/tickets.   

https://www.sgcoakland.org/one-day-retreat-sign-up-oct-2021
https://youtu.be/AWEjo6pr2Qk
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Orthodoxy on Tap – Nov. 4 
Orthodoxy on Tap is an opportunity for fellowship and learning that has been 

spreading throughout Orthodoxy in America for the past decade, and now it is coming 
here to Canonsburg.  Orthodoxy on Tap events usually consist of a short (~15-20 min.) 
presentation from a speaker followed by casual discussion and networking at a local 
restaurant or bar.  Our friends at Rusty Gold Brewing, 43 W Pike St, Canonsburg, will be 
allowing us to use their upper room, free of charge, on one Thursday per month.  This 
month, it will be on Thursday, Nov. 4, beginning at 7 PM.  Hosted together with All 
Saints Greek Orthodox Church, this is a Pan-Orthodox initiative open to any and all who 
are interested in attending! While the main targeted demographic is young adults, 
persons of all ages and perspectives are welcome, both Orthodox and non-Orthodox.  To 
start us off, Fr. John will be offering a brief presentation on building Orthodox 
community and culture in our daily lives, and Fr. George Athanasiou will leading our 
next meeting; others will be approached for future months if it proves to be a success! 

Basket Party – Nov. 6 
The Basket Party is scheduled for Saturday, November 6.  It will begin at 11:00 AM; 

the ticket includes lunch, and attendees get to enjoy each other’s company while 
participating in a silent raffle for various gift baskets donated by our parishioners.  Our 
goal is to have 50 baskets, but the more baskets we get, the more profit the parish can 
realize.  If you're willing to donate a basket, contact Julianna Cario: 724-263-1046.  Tickets 
for attendance are still available; please see Anita Prince if interested: 724-745-2287.   

Advent Book Study – Begins Nov. 6 
Beginning with the Prologue on Saturday, Nov. 6, - and then a chapter each week 

leading up to Christmas – we will be reading the newly-published “Arise, O God: the 
Gospel of Christ’s Defeat of Demons, Sin, and Death”.  The gospel of Jesus Christ is not 
about what Jesus can do for your life. It is not even the answer to the question, “How can 
I be saved?” It is the declaration of a victory. In his coming to earth, his suffering, and his 
Resurrection, Christ conquered demons, sin, and death. In Arise, O God, author and 
podcaster Fr. Andrew Stephen Damick introduces us to the spiritual war that Christ won 
by his victory, how we are caught in that war’s cosmic crossfire, what the true content of 
the gospel is - and how we are to respond.  Fr. Andrew will blow your mind as he 
explains what a “gospel” message is, and how it would have been received by the 
original listeners. He then recounts the Gospel: who Christ is, what Christ achieved, and 
what Christ expects from us as a result.  This is not a personal feel-good message, but an 
account of the cosmic victory that has been won, and the new reality in which we live as 
a result. Our individual response will not change the fact that the Kingdom of Heaven is 
at hand.  This book is short (only 141 pages), a very easy read, and easily digestible. 

Arise, O God, will be available at our parish bookstore, and the audio book – which is 
only 2 hours and 49 minutes long! – is available on Audible, Apple Books, etc. 



IOCC Dinner & Wine Fundraiser – Nov. 14 
On Sunday, Nov. 14, from 5:30-7:30pm, the Pittsburgh Metropolitan Committee of 

International Orthodox Christian Charities will be having a traditional, family-style 
Middle Eastern feast with four wine parings at Khalil’s Restaurant, 4757 Baum Blvd., 
Pittsburgh, 15213.  It is $75/person and net proceeds will benefit IOCC’s relief efforts in 
Beirut.  Seating limited; RSVP by Nov. 6 to reserve your spot: iocc.org/Pittsburgh!  NB: 
Khalil’s Restaurant requires proof of vaccination for dining. 

COVID-Concerned Liturgy – Nov. 20 
Several of our brethren have decided the most prudent option is to stay home for the 

time being, lest they or a loved one suffer the consequences of contracting COVID.  In 
addition, to individual communion appointments, we will offering a monthly Divine 
Liturgies on Saturday morning for those most concerned about COVID.  Masks and 

social distancing will be mandated.  Our next such Liturgy will be Saturday, Nov. 20. 

St. Nicholas Halupki & Chicken Dinner – Oct. 30 
On Saturday, Oct. 30, from 1-7 pm, St. Nicholas Orthodox Church, 320 Munson 

Avenue, McKees Rocks, will be hosting a $12 dinner of a hulupki, chicken leg quarter, 
halushki, green beens, and a dessert for $12 – just like baba used to make! 

Project Mexico Team? 
Since 1988, Project Mexico has been building safe, secure, and weather-tight homes 

for some of the most impoverished families in Northern Mexico.  Every home is 
constructed over the course of four days and built entirely with volunteer labor from 
teams from parishes, youth groups, and OCF (college ministry) chapters throughout the 
United States.  Once complete, these homes are provided so that these families can build 
a brighter future for themselves and their children.   Some parishioners have participated 
in teams in the past, and have asked that the question be brought to the rest of the parish 
Even if we lack the necessary number, Project Mexico will combine several smaller teams 
together into one.  Able-bodied children are always welcome additions to these teams, 
and so many teens have benefited immensely from their experiences with Project Mexico.  
However, those aged 14 – 17 require written parental consent and an adult chaperone, 
and those aged 13 or under require an accompanying parent or legal guardian.  Each 
volunteer is expected to raise $650 dollars to contribute to the cost of building the home, 
as well as the necessary costs of travel to and from northwest Mexico (usually flying in 
and out of San Diego).  This helps to teach our younger brethren necessary fundraising 
skills, like we find with Eagle Scout projects.  If interested, please speak with Project 
Mexico volunteers Rd. Michael Galis (724-809-3486; michaelgalis@gmail.com) or David 
Alpaugh (732-687-7153; dalpaugh2@gmail.com); they would also happily sing the 
praises of just how much a blessing they found participating in the program! 

Registration deadline is January 15, and full payment is due by March 15. 

https://d.docs.live.net/13351215ff7d963b/Documents/Canonsburg/Forerunner/iocc.org/Pittsburgh
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Support our Parish When Using Amazon.com 
When purchasing items on amazon.com, considering placing your orders through 

Amazon Smile instead! Go to smile.amazon.com and select St. John the Baptist Orthodox 
Church in Canonsburg as your charity of choice, and 0.5% of every purchase will go 
towards our parish!  In addition, consider using a gift card through Fundability and an 
additional 2.25% of the purchase will also go to our parish.  This is an easy way to offer 
some additional support to our parish, and which doesn’t cost us anything extra! 

All Saints & All Souls 
Our secular society treats Halloween – a folk form of “All Hallows’ [Saints’] Eve” – 

as merely an opportunity for a bit of fun or – in its more devious forms – as an 
opportunity to participate in the occult.  However, there is a far more Christian origin to 
it, surrounding the Latin Christian period of Allhallowtide: the feasts of All Hallows’ Eve 
(Oct. 31), All Saints’ Day (Nov. 1), and All Souls’ Day (Nov. 2).  Trick-or-treating 
developed from the practice of “souling”, whereby children and the poor would go 
around singing souling carols and prayers for the dead, while asking for money and 
sweats – traditionally a small round fruit cake/pastry with a cross atop it called a “soul 
cake” – in return for the promise of praying, for the dead family of those who would give 
the treat, both at the Mass for All Souls on Nov. 2 and in their private prayers through 
the month of November.   Over time, the tradition of dressing up under the guise of the 
dead developed, implying that the gift to the child or beggar was, as through an icon, 
unto the departed through the souler.  However, this Christian meaning was lost as 
Anglo-American society secularized.  While the Orthodox Church celebrates All Saint’s 
Day ion the Sunday after Pentecost, and we have five All Souls’ days throughout the year 
(the five “Soul Saturdays”, including most recently on Oct. 23rd), the fact that Halloween 
is such a part of our culture is a wonderful opportunity to observe its very Christian 
heart, by asking for the prayers of all the saints and by praying for all the dead as part of 
our festivities.  Accordingly, we will serve the Moleben to All Saints on Sunday, Oct. 31, 
at the conclusion of coffee hour, and then will serve a General Pannikhida (Parastas) for 
all the departed members of our parish family, as well as anyone else whose names are 
brought to be remembered.  While many Orthodox Christians refrain in participating in 
the secular celebrations of Halloween, others choose to have their children participate in 
trick-or-treating and Halloween parties.  Without offering any opinion as to what we 
ought to do in this matter, Fr. John suggests that we remember that this is one of the few 
ways in which we still interact with our neighbors and neighborhoods, something which 
is a lost – but necessary – value in our society today.  If we are going to participate in the 
secular aspects of Halloween, we should remember to take advantage of this blessing to 
interact with and to love and know our neighbours. 

Some of our parents with infants and younger children have suggested having an All 
Saints’ Party, with the kids dressing up as their favourite saints, as an alternative to 
Halloween in future years, which is certainly something to consider! 

https://smile.amazon.com/


Jordan Peterson’s Oct. 19 Talk at Bucknell 
On Oct. 19, Prof. Jordan Peterson – a long-time friend of the Orthodox Church – spoke 

at Bucknell University on “Free Speech as a Precondition for Mental and Social Health”, 
an event organized in part by Orthodox Deacon Paul Siewers, an English Professor at the 
University.   Students erupted twice in spontaneous applause during his talk, when Dr. 
Peterson spoke of how their education should not be controlled by faculty ideologues.  
As if to make their point, some Bucknell faculty tried to deny students seating at the 
event.  They had encouraged their students to reserve online tickets and not show up to 
block other students who wanted to attend, but unticketed attendees ended up being 
admitted to the balconies and an overflow crowd watched a simulcast in an auditorium, 
circumventing their efforts to suppress free speech.  If you are interested in watching the 
talk, go to https://bucknellleaders.org/jordan-peterson-bucknell-10-19-21/. 

Parish Council Nominations 
At this year’s Parish Assembly all officer positions are up for re-election (president, 

vice-president, financial secretary, treasurer, assistant treasurer, and recording 
secretary), as well as half of the board of trustee members (six positions). 

Parish Council membership is open to all parishioners who meet the minimum 
requirements for full voting parish membership: adults (18+) who have participated in 
the sacraments of Confession and Communion at least twice in the past year, and who 
have contributed financially to the parish (any amount).  However, as the parish council 
is tasked with the high calling to be examples for the rest of the parish in terms of 
participation in church life, our parish council members must be zealous for the 
Orthodox Faith, frequent participants in the Holy Mysteries of Confession and 
Communion (ideally partaking of weekly Communion and regularly Confession), active 
in the parish (most importantly the divine services), and with a strong desire to work for 
the Lord and for the upbuilding of His Church.  As examples for the parish, council 
members should regularly attend Sunday morning Divine Liturgy and Saturday 
evening Vespers, as well as strive to attend to participate fully in the liturgical life of 
the Church (feast days, fasts, Holy Week, etc.), insofar as their schedules allow.  The 
council serves as the priest’s “brain trust”, with the skills, expertise, wisdom, and 
dedication to help guide the parish priest in administering the parish on behalf of the 
bishop, meeting monthly in this task, as well as other times if necessary. 

If you would like to help lead our parish to the greater glory of God, or know of 
someone else whom you believe should be involved, please contact Fr. John with 
nominations for either officers or membership in the Board of Trustees.  All eligible 
nominations will then be forwarded to is our nominations coordinator.  In turn, the 
parish assembly will then elect our parish council for the coming year.  Officers are 
elected by position, and the Board of Trustees is composed of the six top vote-getters.  

https://bucknellleaders.org/jordan-peterson-bucknell-10-19-21/


Memory Eternal! – Вѣчная память! – Věčnaja pamjat! 
Newly Departed (Parishioners in Bold): 

Timothy Connelly (9/16)    Dn. Michael Bishop (9/19)    Matthew Kaznica (10/2) 

Anniversaries of the Departed: 
Paul Chupinsky (10/24/1921)    Helen Kirr (10/25/1922)    Mary Uchal (10/25/1981) 

John Danyo (10/26/1923)    John Wengrim (10/26/1949)    Wasyl Dayak (10/26/1962) 
Hermine Feyche (10/26/1996)    Stephen Zubenko (10/26/1999)    John Goga (10/27/1918) 

Gary Dougall (10/27/1965)    Andrew Chopak (10/28/1990)    Thomas Chopak (10/28/2009) 
John Krasnovksy (10/29/1933)    Michael Poznyakov (10/29/1947)    John Senko (10/30/1920) 

Anna Nestor (10/30/1940)    Mary Kotyk (10/30/1942)    John Gillespie (10/30/2000) 
Peter Kulashenko (10/30/1919)    Pozalia Stofko (10/31/1931) 

Many Years! – Многая лѣта! – Mnohaja i blahaja lěta! 
Namedays: 

Alfred Davis (10/26) 

Birthdays: 
Katie Roberto (10/24)    Jane Shamitko (10/29)    Samuel Simko (10/29) 

Wedding Anniversaries: 
Joseph & Paula Phillis (10/21)    Jerry & Lorie Strennen (10/29) 

We pray for the health and salvation of:
All those suffering from the 

Coronavirus, 
The suffering peoples of 

Afghanistan 
Abp. Benjamin (Peterson) 
Igumen Patrick (Carpenter) 
Apr. Anthony (Carbo) 
Apr. John (Reeves) 
Apr. Michael (Hatrak) 
Diaconissa. Judy Anne 

(Carpenter) 
Mat. Elizabeth (Frase) 
Mat. Alexandra (Safchuk) 
Mat. Susanne (Senyo) 
Jerry (Anderson) 
Diane (Arcoletti) 
Dorothy (Barich) 
John “Jack” (Boschuk) 
Gregory & Gwen (Bushko) 
Shirley (Brookman) 
Abigail Gabriella 

(Chamberlain) 
Eva (Chupinsky) 
Timothy (Courtwright) 

Seth (Farley) 
Todd (Geer) 
Chelsea (Geer) 
Harry (Horosky) 
Janet (Horosky) 
Maria (Jacobs) 
Gregory (Kachmarsky) 
Martine (Kline) 
Tamara (Lawrence) 
Shirley (Lazorchak) 
Janice (Lenart) 
Lynda (Loewen) 
Anthony (Lucas) 
Donald (Marsico) 
Albert (Maruskin) 
Brandon (Mayberry) 
Josh & family (McCartney) 
Gregg (Nescott) 
Radojka (Pejović) 
Zoran (Pejović) 
John (Petronka) 
Margaret Ann (Peyton) 
Mary (Pirih) 
Brent (Plum) 

Anastasia (Rudolph) 
Carol (Russo) 
Gregory (Sakovich) 
Meretta (Stockman) 
Carol (Sweda) 
Luis (Thompson) 
Richard & Joan (Trombetta) 
Jayme (Verslype) 
Mary Kay (Weber) 
Kera (White) 
Kiprian (Yarosh) 
Joseph & Mary Ann 

(Zupancic) 
Michael, Katherine, & Isaac 
Theodore James 
Scarlett Elizabeth 
Catechumens/Inquirers: 

Brandon, Matthew, 
Alicia, Paxton, Jaime, 
Dale, Vincent, Diana, & 
Thomas 


