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Upcoming Schedule 
Confession is available after most evening services, and by appointment (including before Liturgy) 

Holy Communion is available by appointment for those cautious about COVID 

September 12, Sunday: 
-9:30 AM, Divine Liturgy w/ Fr. Bob Prepelka 
-FR. JOHN & MAT. JANINE RETURNING LATE PM 

September 13, Monday: 
-6:30 PM, Festal Vespers, followed by Confession 

September 14, Tuesday (EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS): 
-9:00 AM, Divine Liturgy 

-6:00 PM, Small Compline 
-6:30 PM, Light Reception 
-7:00 PM, Met. Theodosius Memorial Lecture: Missionary Efforts in Albania 

September 15, Wednesday: 
-6:30 PM, Vespers, followed by Confession 

September 16, Wednesday: 
-5:00 PM, Vespers, followed by Confession 
 Remember that Fr. John will serve Vespers on the eve of, Liturgy on the 
 morning of, and/or a Moleben on the evening of your nameday if you request 
 it and are willing to attend!  This time it was requested for Sophie Helinski. 
-7:30 PM, Parish Council Meeting 

September 17, Friday (Ss. Sophia, Faith, Hope, & Love): 
-4-11 PM, Canonsburg Oktoberfest 

September 18, Saturday: 
-Noon-11 PM, Canonsburg Oktoberfest 
-6:00 PM, Vespers, followed by Confession 

September 19, Sunday: 
-8:00 AM, Matins 
-9:30 AM, Divine Liturgy w/ Prayers for Church School 
-Noon-5 PM, Canonsburg Oktoberfest 

September 20, Monday: 
-3:00-6:30 PM, Kolbassa Making 
-6:30 PM, Men’s Club Bonfire @ Rectory Fire Pit 

September 21, Tuesday: 
-9:00 AM, Deanery Liturgy @ Ss. Cyril & Methodius, 520 Scott Ave, Jeannette   



Food Drive 
Chronic hunger is always a problem in the United States and Washington County, 

but the effects of the COVID 19 pandemic have made the issue worse, so the Outreach 
Committee is hosting an on-going food drive to support our community. Please consider 
purchasing one or two non-perishable food items when you shop.  You can drop off the 
items in the narthex the next time you are in church, and Committee members will 
deliver it to area food banks.  If you’d like to contribute in other ways, baby supplies 
(diapers, wipes, & formula) and toiletries are also needed. Any financial donations are 
welcome too!  If you have questions, please contact Julianna Cario: 724-263-1046. 

Met. Theodosius Lecture – Sept. 14 – Dr. Jeffrey Macdonald 
Perhaps no local church suffered more under Communism after the Second World 

War than that of Albania, which often criticized both the Soviet Union and China for 
being too soft on religion.  This was especially the case after 1967, when all religious 
gatherings were deemed illegal and almost every clergyman was killed or imprisoned.  
By the end of communist rule in 1992, no bishop and only 22 priests were still alive, most 
church buildings were in disrepair – over 600 of the 1,600 pre-communist parishes were 
completely demolished – and with worship and religious education illegal for nearly 50 
years, hardly any faithful remained.  By the grace of God and the efforts of dedicated 
missionaries from throughout the Orthodox world, the Orthodox Church of Albania now 
numbers some 500,000+ souls, under the authority of 6 bishops and more than 135 
priests, mainly gathering in 250+ restored parish churches.  Among these dedicated 
missionaries have been a number of Orthodox from America through the Orthodox 
Christian Mission Center (OCMC), such as Dr. Jeffrey Macdonald, who resides in 
Albania his wife Caryn and who teaches at the seminary of the Albanian Church: 
Resurrection Orthodox Theological Academy.  We are blessed to have Dr. Macdonald 
come speak to us about these missionary successes in Albania, and to get to know him, 
his wife, and their children.  In October, we’ll be joined by Fr. Matthew Markewich, who 
will come to speak to us about how we Orthodox Christians ought to respond to the 
various LGBTQ issues which beset the world today.  This will be intended for BOTH 
YOUTH/TEENS AND ADULTS. 

October Special Project Tickets 
The Special Project Tickets for October through the Pennsylvania lottery are being 

distributed.  If we are able to sell all the tickets , a profit of $10,000 will be realized for 
our parish, so any help in selling and/or purchasing these tickets would be greatly 
appreciated!   Our profits to date have grossed over $300,000 which were used for general 
everyday expenses/maintenance, support both the Maintenance Fund account and the 
Growth & Development account.  This project requires very little effort on everyone's 
part in realizing our profit.  Please see/call Anita Prince with questions at 724-745-2287. 



Sunday School – Begins Sept. 12 
After far too long without formal Church School classes due to COVID, we will be 

resuming in-person Sunday school next Sunday, September 12th.  This year, we will be 
doing things a bit differently, however.  At the end of Liturgy, after the choir sings 
“Blessed be the Name of the Lord, henceforth and forevermore” three times, the choir 
will then sing the first 10 verses of Psalm 33, during which the children and teachers will 
come up, venerate the Cross, and head to their classrooms immediately.  Psalm 33 is 
actually appointed to be sung at each and every Liturgy, but most parishes omit it. 
However, by adding only about a minute to the Liturgy, it will allow the kids to begin 
their classes about 20 minutes earlier than before, and be done about half-way through 
coffee hour; this will allow the teachers and children to join the rest of the parish in 
fellowship, be more able to focus, and allow our parents to not have to wait around after 
coffee hour for class to finish.  Snacks will be provided for the kids in their classrooms, 
and those organizing coffee hour will save food for them, so that they don’t go hungry 
after their classes.  Because Fr. John will be away the weekend of Sept. 12th, we will be 
doing our beginning of the year prayers on Sunday, Sept. 19th, instead.  If your children 
are new to the parish and you would like them involved in Sunday School, please contact 
Leah Stockman at dcsnlas@comcast.net or 412-414-6785.  God bless and keep our kids! 

Game Night & Potluck – Begins Wednesday, Sept. 15 
Over the course of the summer, we have been having several impromptu and 

unofficial board game nights after our Wednesday evening Vespers.  One of our newer 
parishioners and board game enthusiast, Nicholas Likiardopoulos, would like to turn 
this into a regular feature of our parish life, as well as to invite the entire parish rather 
than just those who are already coming to Vespers.  As usual, Vespers is at 6:30, and the 
potluck and board games will begin around 7:15 down in the parish hall.  If you have 
any questions, please contact him at nlikiardopoulos@gmail.com.  We ask that you bring 
something to share, if you are able, as well as bringing any board games you would like 
the group to play.  With the space, there is nothing keeping us from playing multiple 
games at once! 

Canonsburg Oktoberfest Beer Booth Volunteers 
Canonsburg is blessed with a well-attended annual Oktoberfest celebration, and the 

Borough has requested our help to make this year’s a success! They need volunteers for 
set-up on Friday, clean-up on Sunday, and have asked our parish to run the beer booth 

all day on Sunday.  The Oktoberfest is Sept. 17-19: Friday’s hours are 4p to 11p, 
Saturday’s hours are 12p to 11p, and Sunday’s hours are 12p to 5 p.  This is a great way 
for us to show our good will to our community, so please speak with Steve Udodow to 
volunteer: 412-608-3492 or dodobird56@comcast.net! 
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Canonsburg Oktoberfest Parish Booth 
Thank God, everything is coming together for a parish booth at this year’s 

Canonsburg Oktoberfest.  From this booth, we will set up our bookstore and have 
information available about the Orthodox Faith and our parish.  Please see Rd. John 
Thompson or Daniel Thacker to volunteer to help man this booth! Friday, Sept. 17, 4-11p; 
Saturday, Sept. 18, Noon-11p; and Sunday, Sept. 19, Noon-5p. 

Men’s Club Kolbassa Making & Social – Sept. 20 
The St. John’s Men’s Club has not had a meeting – or simply a social event – in a long 

time.  As such, they would like to get as many people that are interested in participating 
in the Men’s Club to come out and find out what the club is about and discuss ideas 
while sharing in some food and fellowship.  On Monday, September 20th, they’ll begin 
with a bit of work, making . kolbassa and and hot sausage for the Men’s Club golf outing.  
They’ll be grinding, stuffing, and prepping the kolbassa and hot sausage in the church 
kitchen starting around 3:00 until complete  (around 6:3). Please come help and see how 
this is done and how you may be able to help for the Christmas sale.  Once they have 
completed this task, they will be moving to the rectory fire pit for some food and 
fellowship.  The Men’s Club will provide some of their freshly made kolbassa and hot 
sausage for the grill, buns, snacks and brownies.  If you are coming to partake, please 
feel free to bring a snack or side to share with the group.  In addition, they know there 
are a significant number of cigar smokers, beer and bourbon drinkers, etc. in the group.  
Please feel free to bring whatever you like and a little extra to share.  This is meant to be 
a fun event and to discuss future Men’s Club initiatives, leadership positions for 2022 
and any other membership suggestions, etc.  Please come and meet others that want the 
best for our parish. 

Men’s Club Golf Outing – October 2 
The 12th Annual John “JT” Telesko Golf Outing will begin with registration at 11 AM 

and a shotgun start at 1 PM on Saturday, October 2nd; like the past few years, it will be at 
Indian Run Golf Course, 1975 Avella Rd, Avella, PA.  Registration is $100 per player, 
which includes both lunch and dinner.  In addition to players, this is an “all hands on-
deck” event, and we need many volunteers to help with registration, cooking kolbassa, 
and watching over holes and the special prizes to be won.  Please see David Stockman to 
register and for volunteer opportunities by 9/19: 412-414-7628 or dcsnlas@comcast.net.  

1st Anniversary of Met. Theodosius’ Repose – October 19 
While not yet on the October calendar, Fr. John is working with the Ellwood City 

Monastery to have a memorial service at Vladyka’s grave.  If you would prefer morning 
or afternoon, please let Fr. John know as he works to schedule this event.  
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The Liturgy of Life – Fr. Thaddaeus Hardenbrook 

Prayer at home, at church, on the great feasts of the year, and in the rhythm of our 
daily routine must be a greater priority than anything else: money, homework, work, 
sports, hobbies, exercise, socializing, and the rest of our competing habits. 

Summer’s end, back to school, back to routine. 

Parents sigh with a mixture of relief and sadness as they see the kids off to the first 
day of school. High-schoolers part ways with their younger peers after a summer of fun. 
College students head back to their studies. Those employed outside the home return 
from work to help with their children’s homework rather than watching the kids play 
outside until dark. The nights are cooler, and many begin the process of settling into a 
routine that will last until spring. 

Human beings are creatures of routine and habit. Good or bad, spiritual and material, 
it’s routine habits that either raise us up or tear us down. Whether speaking of a rule of 
prayer or an addiction, that cup of coffee in the morning or attending Wednesday 
vespers, the underlying truth remains: humans are liturgical beings. 

In a sense, mankind was brought into existence to do the same thing over and over 
again, for eternity: to know and worship God, to live in communion with others and 
creation, and to form families through which new humans come into existence and 
experience the same fulfilling life. True being, satisfaction, love, joy, and peace all flow 
from a life of worship and communion. 

Therefore, the establishment and practice of regular worship—daily, weekly, 
annually, and both privately and corporately—is essential for authentic human existence 
and experience. “As Orthodox, when we speak about a liturgical life, we don’t mean our 
short liturgical offering in the church, but the whole of our life, which, starting with the 
liturgical actions in the church, becomes one of continuous liturgy and worship” (Abbot 
George Kapsanis, Gregoriou Monastery, Mt. Athos; + June 8, 2014). 

Prayer at home, at church, on the great feasts of the year, and in the rhythm of our 
daily routine must be a greater priority than anything else: money, homework, work, 
sports, hobbies, exercise, socializing, and the rest of our competing habits. “Orthodox 
Christians can’t be Orthodox unless they live liturgically. Unless the Divine Liturgy and 
worship are not merely ‘opportunities’ or part of their timetable, but are, instead, the life-
giving shoot grafted on to their lives and transforming them, the center, the basis, the 
beginning and the end” (Abbot George). 

Now in order to enter into private and corporate prayer, one must enter into both 
experience and understanding. We pray and go to church to experience an authentic 
liturgical manner of existence. But we must also go home and study the same. It is this 
alternation between experience and understanding that propels us into the liturgy of life, 
or better said, liturgy as life. If we are not experiencing anything attractive in prayer and 
services, it is usually our own fault. 



As Father Stanley Harakas puts it in his helpful book Living the Liturgy, “If you really 
expect to ‘get something’ out of Church attendance and prayer, you must give. It is not 
enough just to sit there. You must take an active part in worship. You must learn to 
participate personally.” 

Regarding children, Father Alexander Schmemann encourages us, saying, “As a 
general rule, children like to be in church, and this instinctive attraction to and interest 
in church services is the foundation on which we must build their religious education. 
When parents worry that the children will get tired because services are long, they 
usually subconsciously express concern not for their children, but for themselves” 
(Liturgy and Life). 

So this fall, take the time to meet, discuss, contemplate, study, take advice, and make 
a commitment to authentic human life through private prayer and corporate worship. 
Pray at home every day. When, where, and for how long are details to be worked out 
over time. But let’s get ourselves to the place of asking, “Did I pray today?” And 
answering, “Yes!” Commit to being at church every Saturday night and Sunday 
morning. Then commit to a service during the week and all the major feasts as well. Let 
us sacrifice the competing priorities that keep us from prayer and submit to the reality 
that without God life is meaningless. And without prayer, we do not know God.  



Memory Eternal! – Вѣчная память! – Věčnaja pamjat! 
Newly Departed (Parishioners in Bold): 

Protopresbyter Leonid Kishkovsky (8/3)    Hieromonk Nikolai (Chebotar) (8/11) 
Mit. Apr. Michael Koblosh (8/18)    Mat. Tresja Denysenko (8/19)    Theodore Geletka (8/20) 

Mit. Apr. Sergei Glagolev (9/1)    Mat. Anisia Boldireff (9/1)    Emilia Klar (9/3) 
Apr. Anastasy Richter (9/5)    Met. Jonah of Uganda (9/5) 

Anniversaries of the Departed: 
Richard Sweda (9/12/1959)    Ann Marty (9/13/2004)    Rd. Michael Povich (9/13/2019) 

Samuel Zulick (9/15/1980)    John Sevak (9/15/1995)    Eleanor Boettcher (9/15/2016) 
Dolores Soroka (9/17/1993)    George Semnick (9/18/1957)    John Zotov (9/18/1966) 

Christine Zedlovich (9/18/2002)    Boris Martynuk (9/18/2007)    Maria Skavronsky (9/19/1919) 
Peter Koppy (9/19/1955) 

Many Years! – Многая лѣта! – Mnohaja i blahaja lěta! 
Namedays: 

Sonia Blaha (9/17)    Sophie Germaine Helinski (9/17)    Sonya Klingensmith (9/17) 

Birthdays: 
Gregory Oleynik (9/13)    Anita Prince (9/13)    Kristy Paradise (9/14) 

Catherine Thompson (9/14)    Christopher Weber (9/18) 

We pray for the health and salvation of:
All those suffering from the 

Coronavirus, 
The suffering people of 

Afghanistan 
Abp. Benjamin (Peterson) 
Igumen Patrick (Carpenter) 
Apr. Anthony (Carbo) 
Apr. John (Reeves) 
Apr. Michael (Hatrak) 
Diaconissa. Judy Anne 

(Carpenter) 
Mat. Elizabeth (Frase) 
Mat. Natasha (Lazor) 
Mat. Alexandra (Safchuk) 
Mat. Susanne (Senyo) 
Diane (Arcoletti) 
Dorothy (Barich) 
Suzzanne (Bitsko) 
John “Jack” (Boschuk) 
Gregory & Gwen (Bushko) 
Shirley (Brookman) 
Eva (Chupinsky) 
Seth (Farley) 
Todd (Geer) 

Chelsea (Geer) 
Joseph & Katharine 

(Helinski) 
Harry (Horosky) 
Janet (Horosky) 
Maria (Jacobs) 
Gregory (Kachmarsky) 
Mark (Korabelnikov) 
Tamara (Lawrence) 
Shirley (Lazorchak) 
Janice (Lenart) 
Anthony (Lucas) 
Donald (Marsico) 
Albert (Maruskin) 
Brandon (Mayberry) 
Gregg (Nescott) 
Radojka (Pejović) 
Zoran (Pejović) 
John (Petronka) 
Margaret Ann (Peyton) 
Mary (Pirih) 
Brent (Plum) 
Anastasia (Rudolph) 
Carol (Russo) 

Gregory (Sakovich) 
Meretta (Stockman) 
Carol (Sweda) 
Luis (Thompson) 
Richard & Joan (Trombetta) 
Jayme (Verslype) 
Mary Kay (Weber) 
Kiprian (Yarosh) 
Joseph & Mary Ann 

(Zupancic) 
Catechumens/Inquirers: 

Matthew, Alicia, Paxton, 
Dale, Diana, & Thomas 


