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Upcoming Schedule 
Confession is available after most evening services, and by appointment (including before Liturgy) 

Holy Communion is available by appointment for those cautious about COVID 

August 22, Sunday: 
-Noon, Take-Out Food Festival @ Holy Resurrection, 222 Mary St, Belle Vernon, PA 
 (Halupki, halushki, pierogies, beef stroganoff, homemade bread, & desserts) 

August 23, Monday: 
-6:00 PM, Vespers, followed by Confession – Note earlier time. 

August 24, Tuesday (2-Year Anniversary of Fr. John’s Ordination): 
-9:00 AM, Divine Liturgy 
 Cancelled; Fr. John will be fulfilling his priestly duty at Ted Geletka’s Funeral 

August 25, Wednesday: 
-6:30 PM, Moleben & Akathist before the Hawaiian Icon of the Mother of God 
 @ St. Basil the Great Russian Orthodox Church, 1449 Ridge Rd, Belle Vernon 

August 26, Thursday: 
-9:00 AM, Divine Liturgy before the Hawaiian Icon of the Mother of God 
 @ St. Basil the Great Russian Orthodox Church, 1449 Ridge Rd, Belle Vernon 

August 27, Friday: 
-6:00 PM, Vespers, followed by Confession – Note earlier time. 

August 28, Saturday (St. Job of Pochaev): 
-9-11 AM, Altar Server Retreat for Hierarchical Liturgy/Ordination on Sept. 4 
-Noon, Annual Parish Picnic @ Angel’s Acres, 291 Mosier Rd, Eighty Four, PA 15330 
-5:00 PM, Vespers @ Angel’s Acres 

August 29, Sunday (BEHEADING OF ST. JOHN – ALTAR FEAST – STRICT FAST): 
-8:00 AM, Festal Matins 
-9:30 AM, Divine Liturgy 

August 31, Tuesday: 
-6:00 PM, Vespers for Church New Year 
-6:30 AM, New Year’s Potluck Party 

September 1, Wednesday: 
-6:30 PM, New Year’s Moleben 

September 3, Friday: 
-6:00 PM, Vespers 
-7:00 PM, Choir Rehearsal for Hierarchical Liturgy/Ordination on Sept. 4  



Food Drive 
Chronic hunger is always a problem in the United States and Washington County, 

but the effects of the COVID 19 pandemic have made the issue worse.  Even before the 
pandemic, Washington County had a food insecurity rate of over 10% and now, with the 
unemployment rate of 12.8% (an 8.3% increase from last year and above the national 
average of 7.4%); that rate is rising, so the Outreach Committee is hosting an on-going 
food drive to support our community. Please consider purchasing one or two non-
perishable food items when you shop.  You can drop off the items in the narthex the next 
time you are in church, and Committee members will deliver it to area food banks.  If 
you’d like to contribute in other ways, baby supplies (diapers, wipes, & formula) and 
toiletries are also needed. Any financial donations are welcome too! 

If you have questions, please contact Julianna Cario: 724-263-1046. 

Met. Theodosius Lecture – Sept. 14 – Dr. Jeffrey Macdonald 
Perhaps no local church suffered more under Communism after the Second World 

War than that of Albania, which often criticized both the Soviet Union and China for 
being too soft on religion.  This was especially the case after 1967, when all religious 
gatherings were deemed illegal and almost every clergyman was killed or imprisoned.  
By the end of communist rule in 1992, no bishop and only 22 priests were still alive, most 
church buildings were in disrepair – over 600 of the 1,600 pre-communist parishes were 
completely demolished – and with worship and religious education illegal for nearly 50 
years, hardly any faithful remained.  By the grace of God and the efforts of dedicated 
missionaries from throughout the Orthodox world, the Orthodox Church of Albania now 
numbers some 500,000+ souls, under the authority of 6 bishops and more than 135 
priests, mainly gathering in 250+ restored parish churches.  Among these dedicated 
missionaries have been a number of Orthodox from America through the Orthodox 
Christian Mission Center (OCMC), such as Dr. Jeffrey Macdonald, who resides in 
Albania his wife Caryn and who teaches at the seminary of the Albanian Church: 
Resurrection Orthodox Theological Academy.  We are blessed to have Dr. Macdonald 
come speak to us about these missionary successes in Albania, and to get to know him, 
his wife, and their children.  In October, we’ll be joined by Fr. Matthew Markewich, who 
will come to speak to us about how we Orthodox Christians ought to respond to the 
various LGBTQ issues which beset the world today.  This will be intended for BOTH 
YOUTH/TEENS AND ADULTS. 

Annual Parish Picnic – August 28 
Please join us for fellowship, food, swimming, and fishing on SATURDAY, August 

28 for our annual parish picnic from noon to 5:00pm at Angel’s Acres (291 Mosier Rd, 
Eighty Four, PA 15330)!  Vespers will immediately follow at the Angel’s Acres chapel.  
See Elizabeth Sweda (easweda@comcast.net) or Anita Prince (724-745-2287) to sign-up 
for attendance, and to tell them what food you are planning to bring. 

mailto:easweda@comcast.net


Visit of Hawaiian Icon – August 25 & 26 
In October 2007, a simple print of a copy of the miraculous Iveron Icon of the 

Theotokos – nothing special in itself, but a paper print: a reminder that God can work 
great miracles through the humblest of things – began to weep fragrant myrrh at the 
Russian parish in Honolulu, Hawaii.  Since then, it continues to miraculously weep 
myrrh (fragrant oil) and has visited over a thousand parishes around the country, 
testifying to the love and mercy of our God, and the prayers of His Holy Mother.  The 
beautiful smell completely fills a church after being in it for just minutes. 

Our Lady will be briefly stopping through Pittsburgh as a part of her first post-
COVID tour of parishes, and we have been invited to come to pray before her!  The icon 
will be hosted by St. Basil’s Russian Orthodox Church, 1449 Ridge Rd, Belle Vernon, PA 
15012, just over 30 minutes away from St. John’s.  A Moleben and Akathist will be sung 
before her on Wednesday, August 25th, at 6:30 PM, followed by Liturgy the next morning 
at 9:00 AM.  Please come if you can: the grace present through this icon of the Mother of 
God is so very clear, yet so very profound.  You will not regret the drive! 

Canonsburg Oktoberfest Beer Booth Volunteers 
Canonsburg is blessed with a well-attended annual Oktoberfest celebration, and the 

Borough has requested our help to make this year’s a success! They need volunteers for 
set-up on Friday, clean-up on Sunday, and have asked our parish to run the beer booth 

all day on Sunday.  The Oktoberfest is Sept. 17-19: Friday’s hours are 4p to 11p, 
Saturday’s hours are 12p to 11p, and Sunday’s hours are 12p to 5 p.  This is a great way 
for us to show our good will to our community, so please speak with Steve Udodow to 
volunteer: 412-608-3492 or dodobird56@comcast.net! 

Canonsburg Oktoberfest Parish Booth 
Thank God, everything is coming together for a parish booth at this year’s 

Canonsburg Oktoberfest.  From this booth, we will set up our bookstore and have 
information available about the Orthodox Faith and our parish.  Please see Rd. John 
Thompson or Daniel Thacker to volunteer to help man this booth! Friday, Sept. 17, 4-11p; 
Saturday, Sept. 18, Noon-11p; and Sunday, Sept. 19, Noon-5p. 

Men’s Club Golf Outing – Oct. 2 
The 12th Annual John “JT” Telesko Golf Outing will begin with registration at 11 AM 

and a shotgun start at 1 PM on Saturday, October 2nd; like the past few years, it will be at 
Indian Run Golf Course, 1975 Avella Rd, Avella, PA.  Registration is $100 per player, 
which includes both lunch and dinner.  In addition to players, this is an “all hands on-
deck” event, and we need many volunteers to help with registration, cooking kolbassa, 
and watching over holes and the special prizes to be won.  Please see David Stockman to 
register and for volunteer opportunities by 9/19: 412-414-7628 or dcsnlas@comcast.net.  

mailto:dodobird56@comcast.net
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Church New Year’s Party/Potluck – August 31 
Founded on the Old Testament Calendar, September 1st is the first day of the 

ecclesiastical New Year and the Christianization of the Jewish Feast of Rosh Hashanah.  
Historically, Sept. 1st was also the civil New Year’s Day in the Byzantine Empire from 
691, and in Russia until 1700.  Not only is Sept. 1 the start of the month of harvest (the 
month of ‘Tishri’ on the Hebrew Calendar), but Jewish tradition maintains that Noah – 
through whom the re-birth of the world was accomplished – was born of Tishri 1.  Noah 
thus becomes the father of the preserved human race, the father and symbol of the new 
age of the world after the flood.  Therefore, on his birthday, we celebrate the creation of 
the world and, following the Old Testament, we ask God to bless the crown of the new 
year with his favour.  In fact, this tradition of Sept. 1st being the day on which the new 
year of creation was celebrated was so strong in the Old Covenant that Tishri/September 
1st was the day on which David and the Kings of Judah following him were crowned.  In 
other words, the earthly king who was meant to lead us to the Heavenly King was 
crowned on this day, and so we ask God to lead us to the Heavenly King through the 
coming year.  Following this ancient custom of the People of God, the Orthodox Church 
continues to celebrate September 1st as its New Year’s Day.  As we are usually spending 
our Civil New Year’s celebrations outside of church, let’s celebrate the Ecclesiastical New 
Year with our parish family at 6:30 PM on August 31st, after Vespers for the New Year.  
Happy AM 7530, everyone! (AM is short for Annus Mundi – the Year of the World) 

Ordination of Pdn. Alexander to the Holy Priesthood – Sept. 4 
On Saturday, Sept. 4th, His Eminence, Abp. Melchisedek, will be coming to our parish 

to serve the Divine Liturgy and to ordain Pdn. Alexander Cadman from Holy Trinity in 
State College to the Holy Priesthood.  This is NOT a pastoral visit, but due to His 
Eminence requiring a large parish near to the airport, as most of Pdn. Alexander’s family 
will be flying in for the ordination.  With the Cathedral not available that day, it fell to 
our parish.  All our parishioners are welcome and encouraged to attend, but the reception 
afterwards is by invitation only.  If we are able to manage it, His Eminence would like to 
serve a full Hierarchical Liturgy for the ordination.  Due to us not having a rector to 
organize such things at the time, this did not happen for Fr. John’s ordination, but many 
of us are familiar with this full service from Met. Tikhon’s visit back in 2018.  In order to 
try to pull this off, Fr. John and Pdn. John will be hosting an altar server’s retreat on Sat., 

Aug. 28th, before the parish picnic.  They ask that all those altar servers come (including 
our youngest ones!), who would like to help serve this special Liturgy.  We will be going 
over vesting the bishop and other unique features of the full hierarchical Liturgy. 
Additionally, while the choir will be mainly composed of Pdn. Alexander’s guests, all 
our choir members are invited to join as well: if you would like to sing, please come to 
the special rehearsal on the eve of the ordination, Sept. 3, at 7:00 PM.  This “pick-up” 
choir will be directed by Fr. John. 



October Special Project Tickets 
The Special Project Tickets for October through the Pennsylvania lottery are being 

distributed.  If we are able to sell all the tickets , a profit of $10,000 will be realized for 
our parish, so any help in selling and/or purchasing these tickets would be greatly 
appreciated!   Our profits to date have grossed over $300,000 which were used for general 
everyday expenses/maintenance, support both the Maintenance Fund account and the 
Growth & Development account.  This project requires very little effort on everyone's 
part in realizing our profit.  Please see/call Anita Prince with questions at 724-745-2287. 

How to Avoid Sinking – Fr. Philip LeMasters 

Sometimes we fall into the trap of thinking that we are totally self-sufficient and able to live 
exactly as we please with no serious consequences.  Self-reliance, independence, and freedom 
certainly have their places, but they also have their limits and must be kept in proper perspective.  
We must develop these qualities in light of who we are before God, if we are to flourish as His 
beloved sons and daughters. 

That is precisely what Peter did not do in today’s gospel reading, however.   As he 
miraculously walked on the water with Jesus Christ, he did not accept the reality of who he was 
in relation to the Lord.  He turned his trust away from the One Who was enabling him to do what 
he could never do on his own, to walk on the water.  Instead, he focused on the wind and the 
waves and his own weakness, and began to sink.  It had apparently not sunk into Peter’s mind 
that he was walking on the waves purely because the Son of God had enabled him to do so.  As 
he turned away from trusting the Lord and relied only on himself, he began to sink like a stone.  
As we all know, that is simply the reality of what happens to a human being who tries to walk 
on the water by his own power. 

Something similar would happen to a building that was not squarely grounded on a solid 
foundation.  It would collapse under its own weight. As St. Paul reminded the Corinthians, our 
one true foundation in life is the same Son of God Who spoke the universe into existence, became 
the Second Adam to restore our corrupt humanity, and Who conquered death in His third-day 
resurrection. He is the very basis of our existence and our hope for salvation. 

Whenever we use our freedom as an excuse to turn away from Him and to trust only in our 
own desires and abilities, we turn away from our true selves.  We cut ourselves off from the truth, 
reality, and power that are necessary for us to flourish as those created in the image and likeness 
of God.  If we are honest, we will see that it does not take much at all to put us in our place, to 
show us that living by our own designs is a path that leads only to weakness and despair.  That 
is why Peter started to sink when he focused more on the stormy sea than on the Lord.  Our 
ultimate choice, which we make every moment of our lives, is whether to entrust ourselves to the 
merciful, transformative power of the Savior.  He alone provides the path to true freedom from 
slavery to our passions and ultimately from death. 

It is no accident that Peter’s fear in that moment was focused on death.  He was a fisherman 
and knew that someone in his situation was about to drown, but he at least had the presence of 
mind to call out “Lord, save me.”  The circumstances that we face due to our lack of faith may 
not be quite so clear, but the meaning is the same.  When we step away from the one true 
foundation, we choose the pain of death instead of the joy of the empty tomb.  When we nourish 



hate and anger toward others, we murder them in our hearts.  When we embrace lustful thoughts, 
we enslave ourselves to immoral desires and commit adultery.  When we refuse to forgive others, 
we harden our hearts and make it impossible to accept God’s forgiveness for our own sins.   When 
we do not serve our neighbors in need, we disregard the Lord Himself.  No, we do not have to 
do anything nearly as dramatic as Peter did in order to start sinking into the depths. 

Of course, some will justify drowning in sin in the name of being true to themselves.  Here is 
where Orthodox Christianity insists that human beings are not mere bundles of freedom who are 
made to find fulfillment wherever and however they happen to desire.  Instead, the Lord has 
made us in His image and likeness.  It is our very nature to be united with God in holiness.  
Unfortunately, our common corruption has gravely distorted our ability to fulfill that righteous 
vocation.  That is why we so easily worship money, power, pleasure, and getting our own way.  
It why we so easily make success in the world on our own terms a false god.  And even as we 
become more and more enslaved to our self-centered desires and illusions, we may truly believe 
that we are doing the right thing.  That is simply a sign that we are diminishing ourselves even 
further. 

In this light, we must all seriously discern whether we are really being true to ourselves as 
those created in God’s image and likeness and whose one true foundation is Jesus Christ.  Are 
we being true to ourselves as God’s temple in whom the Holy Spirit dwells?  Are we being true 
to ourselves as those who have put on Christ in baptism and who are nourished by His Body and 
Blood in Holy Communion?  If not, then we are living a lie that puts major roadblocks between 
us and the holy joy that it is our nature to seek. 

When Christ enabled Peter to walk on the water, He gave us an icon or image of what it 
means to share in His life by grace.  He showed us that human beings may participate already in 
His victory over sin and death, that in Him we may know a blessed freedom that enables us to 
overcome even the darkest and most powerful temptations.  As we grow in personal union with 
our risen Lord, He heals us from corruption and empowers us for a life of holiness.  In Him, we 
find infinitely greater fulfillment than in a life of slavery to our self-centered desires and illusions.  
That is what it means for us to walk with Him across the stormy seas of our lives. 

St. Paul reminded the Corinthians that they were “God’s fellow workers; God’s field, God’s 
building.”  If the workers on a building site become careless and do not ground the structure on 
its foundation, the project will likely collapse. The same is true of us.  We must all wrestle with 
the question of whether we are cooperating with the Lord as we build the project of our lives.  He 
calls us to be His holy temple, and we must all resist the temptation to become distracted from 
fulfilling that high calling.  A temple is a place where we offer ourselves to God in holiness.  That 
is the most fundamental calling of our lives which fulfills God’s purposes for creating us in the 
first place.  It is only by offering ourselves for union with Christ in holiness that we become 
participants in the eternal life and blessedness for which He brought us into existence. 

Let us use our freedom to become God’s fellow workers in making ourselves holy temples.  
Let us embrace the divine power that enables us to walk across the stormy seas of our lives, even 
to share in the Savior’s victory over sin and death.  We will be able to do so only when we embrace 
personally the glorious truth that our nature and purpose is to grow in holiness and union with 
the Lord.  Anything less is a path to the despair of sinking like a stone or collapsing like an ill-
constructed building under its own weight.  True freedom comes in accepting who we are in 
God’s image and likeness, His beloved sons and daughters, and living accordingly.  



Memory Eternal! – Вѣчная память! – Věčnaja pamjat! 
Newly Departed (Parishioners in Bold): 

Peter Mamonov (7/15)    Apr. David Shaw (7/27)    John, Ana, & George Tratras (7/29) 
Protopresbyter Leonid Kishkovsky (8/3)    Hieromonk Nikolai (Chebotar) (8/11) 

Mit. Apr. Michael Koblosh (8/18)    Mat. Tresja Denysenko (8/19)    Theodore Geletka (8/20) 

Anniversaries of the Departed: 
Nicholas Semenik (8/22/1945)    Daniel Kotyk (8/22/1959)    Julia Dampf (8/22/1966) 

Anna Reucziak (8/22/1966)    Mary O’Brien (8/22/1992)    John Stephanchak (8/23/1928) 
Barbara Srubhich (8/23/1956)    Caroline Kozares (8/23/1986)    Albert Nikovlech (8/24/1918) 

Helen Sohyda (8/24/1956)    Peter Kirr (8/25/2007)    Cyril Stanko (8/26/1926) 
Mary Vasyukhna (8/26/1941)    Cecelia Khomich (8/26/1941)    Beatrice Joseph (8/26/1957) 
Pearl Karabushkin (8/26/1982)    Catherine Toth (8/26/1997)    Mary Naglovsky (8/27/1940) 

Michael Suvak (8/28/1957)    Mary Dzuiba (8/28/1966)    Steven Kotyk (8/29/2000) 

Many Years! – Многая лѣта! – Mnohaja i blahaja lěta! 
Birthdays: 

Alexandra Yarosh (8/26)    Elena Yarosh (8/26)    Lydia Williams (8/28) 

Wedding Anniversaries: 
John & Dawn Simko (8/24) 

Anniversaries of Ordination to the Priesthood: 
Pr. John Joseph Kotalik (8/24) 

We pray for the health and salvation of:
All those suffering from the 

Coronavirus, 
The suffering people of 

Afghanistan 
Abp. Benjamin (Peterson) 
Igumen Patrick (Carpenter) 
Apr. Anthony (Carbo) 
Apr. John (Reeves) 
Apr. Michael (Hatrak) 
Diaconissa. Judy Anne 

(Carpenter) 
Mat. Elizabeth (Frase) 
Mat. Natasha (Lazor) 
Pres. Dianthe (Livanos) 
Mat. Alexandra (Safchuk) 
Mat. Susanne (Senyo) 
Diane (Arcoletti) 
Dorothy (Barich) 
Suzzanne (Bitsko) 
John “Jack” (Boschuk) 
Gregory & Gwen (Bushko) 
Shirley (Brookman) 

Eva (Chupinsky) 
Carolyn (Daniels) 
Seth (Farley) 
Todd (Geer) 
Chelsea (Geer) 
Joseph & Katharine 

(Helinski) 
Harry (Horosky) 
Janet (Horosky) 
Maria (Jacobs) 
Gregory (Kachmarsky) 
Mark (Korabelnikov) 
Tamara (Lawrence) 
Shirley (Lazorchak) 
Janice (Lenart) 
Anthony (Lucas) 
Donald (Marsico) 
Albert (Maruskin) 
Brandon (Mayberry) 
Gregg (Nescott) 
Radojka (Pejović) 
Zoran (Pejović) 

John (Petronka) 
Margaret Ann (Peyton) 
Mary (Pirih) 
Brent (Plum) 
Anastasia (Rudolph) 
Carol (Russo) 
Gregory (Sakovich) 
Meretta (Stockman) 
Carol (Sweda) 
Luis (Thompson) 
Richard & Joan (Trombetta) 
Jayme (Verslype) 
Mary Kay (Weber) 
Kiprian (Yarosh) 
Joseph & Mary Ann 

(Zupancic) 
Rd. Michael, Ilariana, and 

the newly-illumined child 
Julia (Galis) 

Catechumens/Inquirers: 
Matthew, Alicia, Paxton, 
& Dale 


