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St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church 
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His Eminence, Most Rev. Melchisedek 

601 Boone Avenue, Canonsburg, PA 15317 
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Preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ to Canonsburg,  

the Chartiers Valley, Washington, and Beyond! 

August 15th, AD 2021 
8th Sunday after Pentecost – Tone 7 

Feast of the Dormition (Assumption) of the Mother of God 
 

Home Parish of the Ever-Memorable Met. Theodosius, (+10/19) 

May his memory be eternal! Вѣчная память! 

Rector, Fr. John Joseph Kotalik 

425-503-2891 – frjohnkotalik@gmail.com  

Attached Clergy: 

Protodeacon John Oleynik, 724-366-0678 

Deacon Theodosius Onest, 724-809-3491 

Parish President & Warden, Mr. Kiprian Yarosh, 724-743-0231 

Interim Choir Director, Mrs. Diane Yarosh; Cantor, Lara Galis 
 

The Orthodox Church humbly claims to be the One Church of Jesus Christ,  

founded on the Apostolic Witness to our Lord, born on the day of Pentecost, and for 2,000 years making 

known to men, women, and children the path to salvation through repentance and faith in Christ. 

All Services are Live-Streamed Online on our YouTube Channel: 
www.youtube.com/c/StJohntheBaptistOrthodoxChurchCanonsburg/live 
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Upcoming Schedule 
Confession is available after most evening services, and by appointment (including before Liturgy) 

Holy Communion is available by appointment for those cautious about COVID 

August 15, Sunday: 
-5:00 PM, Kotalik Family Slava 

August 18, Wednesday: 
-6:30 PM, Vespers, followed by Confession 

August 21, Saturday: 
 NO VESPERS (Fr. John @ FOCA Golf Tournament) 

August 22, Sunday: 
-9:30 AM, Divine Liturgy 

August 23, Monday: 
-6:30 PM, Vespers, followed by Confession 

August 24, Tuesday (2-Year Anniversary of Fr. John’s Ordination): 
-9:00 AM, Divine Liturgy 

August 25, Wednesday: 
-6:30 PM, Vespers, followed by Confession 

August 27, Friday: 
-6:30 PM, Vespers, followed by Confession 

August 28, Saturday (St. Job of Pochaev): 
-9-11 AM, Altar Server Retreat for Hierarchical Liturgy/Ordination on Sept. 4 
-Noon, Annual Parish Picnic @ Angel’s Acres, 291 Mosier Rd, Eighty Four, PA 15330 
-5:00 PM, Vespers @ Angel’s Acres 

August 29, Sunday (BEHEADING OF ST. JOHN – ALTAR FEAST – STRICT FAST): 
-8:00 AM, Festal Matins 
-9:30 AM, Divine Liturgy 

August 31, Tuesday: 
-6:00 PM, Vespers for Church New Year 
-6:30 AM, New Year’s Potluck Party 

Sept. 1, Wednesday: 
-6:30 PM, New Year’s Moleben 

Sept 3, Friday: 
-6:00 PM, Vespers 
-7:00 PM, Choir Rehearsal for Hierarchical Liturgy/Ordination on Sept. 4  



Food Drive 
Chronic hunger is always a problem in the United States and Washington County, 

but the effects of the COVID 19 pandemic have made the issue worse.  Even before the 
pandemic, Washington County had a food insecurity rate of over 10% and now, with the 
unemployment rate of 12.8% (an 8.3% increase from last year and above the national 
average of 7.4%); that rate is rising, so the Outreach Committee is hosting an on-going 
food drive to support our community. Please consider purchasing one or two non-
perishable food items when you shop.  You can drop off the items in the narthex the next 
time you are in church, and Committee members will deliver it to area food banks.  If 
you’d like to contribute in other ways, baby supplies (diapers, wipes, & formula) and 
toiletries are also needed. Any financial donations are welcome too! 

If you have questions, please contact Julianna Cario: 724-263-1046. 

Met. Theodosius Lecture – Sept. 14 – Dr. Jeffrey Macdonald 
Perhaps no local church suffered more under Communism after the Second World 

War than that of Albania, which often criticized both the Soviet Union and China for 
being too soft on religion.  This was especially the case after 1967, when all religious 
gatherings were deemed illegal and almost every clergyman was killed or imprisoned.  
By the end of communist rule in 1992, no bishop and only 22 priests were still alive, most 
church buildings were in disrepair – over 600 of the 1,600 pre-communist parishes were 
completely demolished – and with worship and religious education illegal for nearly 50 
years, hardly any faithful remained.  By the grace of God and the efforts of dedicated 
missionaries from throughout the Orthodox world, the Orthodox Church of Albania now 
numbers some 500,000+ souls, under the authority of 6 bishops and more than 135 
priests, mainly gathering in 250+ restored parish churches.  Among these dedicated 
missionaries have been a number of Orthodox from America through the Orthodox 
Christian Mission Center (OCMC), such as Dr. Jeffrey Macdonald, who resides in 
Albania his wife Caryn and who teaches at the seminary of the Albanian Church: 
Resurrection Orthodox Theological Academy.  We are blessed to have Dr. Macdonald 
come speak to us about these missionary successes in Albania, and to get to know him, 
his wife, and their children.  In October, we’ll be joined by Fr. Matthew Markewich, who 
will come to speak to us about how we Orthodox Christians ought to respond to the 
various LGBTQ issues which beset the world today.  This will be intended for BOTH 
YOUTH/TEENS AND ADULTS. 

Annual Parish Picnic – August 28 
Please join us for fellowship, food, swimming, and fishing on SATURDAY, August 

28 for our annual parish picnic from noon to 5:00pm at Angel’s Acres (291 Mosier Rd, 
Eighty Four, PA 15330)!  Vespers will immediately follow at the Angel’s Acres chapel.  
See Elizabeth Sweda (easweda@comcast.net) or Anita Prince (724-745-2287) to sign-up 
for attendance, and to tell them what food you are planning to bring. 

mailto:easweda@comcast.net


Visit of Hawaiian Icon – August 25 & 26 
In October 2007, a simple print of a copy of the miraculous Iveron Icon of the 

Theotokos – nothing special in itself, but a paper print: a reminder that God can work 
great miracles through the humblest of things – began to weep fragrant myrrh at the 
Russian parish in Honolulu, Hawaii.  Since then, it continues to miraculously weep 
myrrh (fragrant oil) and has visited over a thousand parishes around the country, 
testifying to the love and mercy of our God, and the prayers of His Holy Mother.  The 
beautiful smell completely fills a church after being in it for just minutes. 

Our Lady will be briefly stopping through Pittsburgh as a part of her first post-
COVID tour of parishes, and we have been invited to come to pray before her!  The icon 
will be hosted by St. Basil’s Russian Orthodox Church, 1449 Ridge Rd, Belle Vernon, PA 
15012, just over 30 minutes away from St. John’s.  A Moleben and Akathist will be sung 
before her on Wednesday, August 25th, at 6:30 PM, followed by Liturgy the next morning 
at 9:00 AM.  Please come if you can: the grace present through this icon of the Mother of 
God is so very clear, yet so very profound.  You will not regret the drive! 

Canonsburg Oktoberfest Beer Booth Volunteers 
Canonsburg is blessed with a well-attended annual Oktoberfest celebration, and the 

Borough has requested our help to make this year’s a success! They need volunteers for 
set-up on Friday, clean-up on Sunday, and have asked our parish to run the beer booth 

all day on Sunday.  The Oktoberfest is Sept. 17-19: Friday’s hours are 4p to 11p, 
Saturday’s hours are 12p to 11p, and Sunday’s hours are 12p to 5 p.  This is a great way 
for us to show our good will to our community, so please speak with Steve Udodow to 
volunteer: 412-608-3492 or dodobird56@comcast.net! 

Canonsburg Oktoberfest Parish Booth 
Thank God, everything is coming together for a parish booth at this year’s 

Canonsburg Oktoberfest.  From this booth, we will set up our bookstore and have 
information available about the Orthodox Faith and our parish.  Please see Rd. John 
Thompson or Daniel Thacker to volunteer to help man this booth! Friday, Sept. 17, 4-11p; 
Saturday, Sept. 18, Noon-11p; and Sunday, Sept. 19, Noon-5p. 

Men’s Club Golf Outing – Oct. 2 
The 12th Annual John “JT” Telesko Golf Outing will begin with registration at 11 AM 

and a shotgun start at 1 PM on Saturday, October 2nd; like the past few years, it will be at 
Indian Run Golf Course, 1975 Avella Rd, Avella, PA.  Registration is $100 per player, 
which includes both lunch and dinner.  Please see David Stockman to register by 9/19: 
412-414-7628 or dcsnlas@comcast.net.  
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Church New Year’s Party/Potluck – August 31 
Founded on the Old Testament Calendar, September 1st is the first day of the 

ecclesiastical New Year and the Christianization of the Jewish Feast of Rosh Hashanah.  
Historically, Sept. 1st was also the civil New Year’s Day in the Byzantine Empire from 
691, and in Russia until 1700.  Not only is Sept. 1 the start of the month of harvest (the 
month of ‘Tishri’ on the Hebrew Calendar), but Jewish tradition maintains that Noah – 
through whom the re-birth of the world was accomplished – was born of Tishri 1.  Noah 
thus becomes the father of the preserved human race, the father and symbol of the new 
age of the world after the flood.  Therefore, on his birthday, we celebrate the creation of 
the world and, following the Old Testament, we ask God to bless the crown of the new 
year with his favour.  In fact, this tradition of Sept. 1st being the day on which the new 
year of creation was celebrated was so strong in the Old Covenant that Tishri/September 
1st was the day on which David and the Kings of Judah following him were crowned.  In 
other words, the earthly king who was meant to lead us to the Heavenly King was 
crowned on this day, and so we ask God to lead us to the Heavenly King through the 
coming year.  Following this ancient custom of the People of God, the Orthodox Church 
continues to celebrate September 1st as its New Year’s Day.  As we are usually spending 
our Civil New Year’s celebrations outside of church, let’s celebrate the Ecclesiastical New 
Year with our parish family at 6:30 PM on August 31st, after Vespers for the New Year.  
Happy AM 7530, everyone! (AM is short for Annus Mundi – the Year of the World) 

Ordination of Pdn. Alexander to the Holy Priesthood – Sept. 4 
On Saturday, Sept. 4th, His Eminence, Abp. Melchisedek, will be coming to our parish 

to serve the Divine Liturgy and to ordain Pdn. Alexander Cadman from Holy Trinity in 
State College to the Holy Priesthood.  This is NOT a pastoral visit, but due to His 
Eminence requiring a large parish near to the airport, as most of Pdn. Alexander’s family 
will be flying in for the ordination.  With the Cathedral not available that day, it fell to 
our parish.  All our parishioners are welcome and encouraged to attend, but the reception 
afterwards is by invitation only.  If we are able to manage it, His Eminence would like to 
serve a full Hierarchical Liturgy for the ordination.  Due to us not having a rector to 
organize such things at the time, this did not happen for Fr. John’s ordination, but many 
of us are familiar with this full service from Met. Tikhon’s visit back in 2018.  In order to 
try to pull this off, Fr. John and Pdn. John will be hosting an altar server’s retreat on Sat., 

Aug. 28th, before the parish picnic.  They ask that all those altar servers come (including 
our youngest ones!), who would like to help serve this special Liturgy.  We will be going 
over vesting the bishop and other unique features of the full hierarchical Liturgy. 
Additionally, while the choir will be mainly composed of Pdn. Alexander’s guests, all 
our choir members are invited to join as well: if you would like to sing, please come to 
the special rehearsal on the eve of the ordination, Sept. 3, at 7:00 PM.  This “pick-up” 
choir will be directed by Fr. John. 



Men’s Club Scholarship Recipients 
We congratulate the following high school graduates as they receive a gift from the 

Men’s Club in the form of a $500 Scholarship.  These outstanding young men and women 
have grown up in our parish and have dedicated themselves to service to the Church as 
choir members, altar servers, Jr. O Club Members, and in countless other ways.  The 
Men’s Club hopes that this scholarship will help them to begin college on the right foot, 
helping them to further their education and thirst for knowledge! 

Bridget Onest – Dickinson College 
Michael Pazuchanics - Pennsylvania State University 
Luke Phillis - Saint Vincent College 
Nicholas Schenken - Community College of Allegheny County 
Nicholas Simko - Pennsylvania State University 
Daniel Yarosh - University of Pittsburgh 

This is one of the many ministries the Men’s Club helps to support through their 
efforts, and should remind us all to help them however we can! They always need help 
with their three major fundraising efforts: Dinner-for-a-Year Tickets, the JT Telesko Golf 
Outing, and Kolbassa Making.  By helping the Men’s Club – or any of our auxiliary 
organizations – you help the parish as a whole! 

 

 

 

 

The Virgin Mary & the Liturgical Year 
from “The Year of Grace of the Lord” by “A Monk of the Eastern Church” (Archim. Lev Gillet) 

The Assumption is the feast, not only of Mary, but of all human nature.  For, in Mary, 
human nature reached its goal.  One week after the start of the Liturgical year [on 
September 1st], we celebrate the birth of the Most Holy Virgin.  Two weeks before the 
end of the liturgical year, we celebrate the death and glorification of Mary.  Thus, 
associated with and subordinate to the cycle of Jesus’ life, the cycle of Mary’s life 
manifests the destiny and development of a human nature which is entirely faithful to 
God.  It is the human race which is carried up and received into heaven with her.  Mary 
was granted privileges which cannot be ours.  However, the perfect flowering of grace 
that we marvel at in Mary on August 15th suggests what the line of development could 
be in a soul which applies itself to making the great gifts received during the liturgical 
year – the gift of Christmas, the gift of Pascha, and the gift of Pentecost – bear their fruit. 



The End of the Liturgical Year 
from “The Year of Grace of the Lord” by “A Monk of the Eastern Church” (Archim. Lev Gillet) 

Only two weeks separate the feast of the Dormition of the Mother of God and the end 
of the liturgical year.  The cycle of the ecclesiastical year has nearly revolved completely.  
A new cycle starts on September 1st. 

Many believers cannot see the cycle, during which they followed Jesus from his birth 
to his glorification, come to an end without a certain sadness.  When one has been close 
to the glory of Pascha and of Pentecost, a return to the humble beginnings, the 
anticipation of the Nativity, may seem like a diminution.  If the fullness has been reached, 
why come back to the starting point? 

The human condition is such that we are not able to remain permanently in a 
maximum state.  We need to learn again the first elements of what we think we know.  It 
is only through a constantly renewed and constantly attentive contemplation of the life 
of our Lord, in all its aspects, in its whole succession of human vicissitudes, that we will 
perhaps be able at least to glimpse some reflections of the mystery of Christ.  Then there 
are our sins, our falls.  A soul that is sullied could not endure the radiance of the glory of 
God.  It is good, it is necessary, for it to come back to periods of penitence and expiation. 

The return of the liturgical cycle remains us, too, that ‘salvation’, in the Christian 
sense of the word, cannot be separated from a historical and personal context.  It does 
not belong to a purely metaphysical order.  It is not the communication of an abstract 
doctrine.  We are saved because ‘something has happened’, because certain events have 
taken place.  The liturgical year commemorates and renews those events mystically. 

We would be mistaken if we identified the fullness of the liturgical year with its 
glorious end.  The mystery of liturgical time is the mystery of time itself:  time ‘distorts’, 
and makes the eternal divine reality imperfect, multiple, and successive.  In God, there 
is but one moment, in which everything is included.  The fullness of the liturgical year 
does not consists of the commemorative cycle of Christ’s life being resolved or 
completed, for the completed of a series implies that there is a series, a succession of 
disjointed elements.  The fullness of the liturgical year has to be thought of qualitatively 
and not quantitatively; it is achieved if, on any day whatever of the liturgical year, 
whichever it might be, we are capable of grasping – through the particular event which 
is commemorated – Christ as a whole, the whole of his life, the whole of his work, the 
whole of his word.  Each feast, and even each day of the year, thus becomes the fullness 
of the whole liturgical cycle.  This cycle never repeats itself; each one of its aspects reflects 
the inexhaustible depth and fullness of Christ, and, as a result, becomes new for us to the 
extent that we understanding it better.  The liturgical year is a prism which receives the 
white light of Christ and splits it into different colours.  Christ is the year. 

 

  



Memory Eternal! – Вѣчная память! – Věčnaja pamjat! 
Newly Departed (Parishioners in Bold): 

Peter Mamonov (7/15)    Apr. David Shaw (7/27)    John, Ana, & George Tratras (7/29) 
Protopresbyter Leonid Kishkovsky (8/3)    Hieromonk Nikolai (Chebotar) (8/11) 

Anniversaries of the Departed: 
Thekla Gabovsky (8/15/1923)    Marija Mataya (8/15/2001)    Anna Skalka (8/16/1919) 

Anna Swanik (8/18/1941)    Paraskeva Kapustinsky (8/17/1919)    Anthony Monsour (8/17/1961) 
George Hoholak (8/17/1993)    Luke Radich (8/18/1919)    Agnes Chupinsky (8/18/1993) 

William Sohyda (8/18/2004)    Lillian Sohyda (8/18/2006)    Barbara Trivonovich (8/19/2016) 
Aboud “Albert” Dagar (8/20/1968)    Margaret Lockoski (8/20/2016)    John Cruny (8/21/1949) 

Nicholas Semenik (8/22/1945)    Daniel Kotyk (8/22/1959)    Julia Dampf (8/22/1966) 
Anna Reucziak (8/22/1966)    Mary O’Brien (8/22/1992) 

Many Years! – Многая лѣта! – Mnohaja i blahaja lěta! 
Namedays: 

Samuel Simko (8/20) 

Birthdays: 
Pr. John Joseph Kotalik (8/15)    Beverly Davis (8/18)    Helen Lazorchak (8/18) 

Luis Thompson (8/18)    Ashley Wright (8/19)    Elijah Cario (8/19) 

Wedding Anniversaries: 
Kevin & Mary Ann Reck (8/20) 

We pray for the health and salvation of:
All those suffering from the 

Coronavirus, especially 
Abbot Seraphim and 
the Brotherhood of 
Holy Cross Monastery 

Abp. Benjamin (Peterson) 
Igumen Patrick (Carpenter) 
Apr. Anthony (Carbo) 
Apr. John (Reeves) 
Apr. Michael (Hatrak) 
Diaconissa. Judy Anne 

(Carpenter) 
Mat. Elizabeth (Frase) 
Mat. Natasha (Lazor) 
Pres. Dianthe (Livanos) 
Mat. Alexandra (Safchuk) 
Mat. Susanne (Senyo) 
Diane (Arcoletti) 
Suzzanne (Bitsko) 
John “Jack” (Boschuk) 
Gregory & Gwen (Bushko) 
Shirley (Brookman) 

Eva (Chupinsky) 
Carolyn (Daniels) 
Seth (Farley) 
Todd (Geer) 
Chelsea (Geer) 
Joseph & Katharine 

(Helinski) 
Harry (Horosky) 
Janet (Horosky) 
Maria (Jacobs) 
Gregory (Kachmarsky) 
Mark (Korabelnikov) 
Tamara (Lawrence) 
Shirley (Lazorchak) 
Janice (Lenart) 
Anthony (Lucas) 
Donald (Marsico) 
Albert (Maruskin) 
Brandon (Mayberry) 
Gregg (Nescott) 
Radojka (Pejović) 
Zoran (Pejović) 

John (Petronka) 
Margaret Ann (Peyton) 
Mary (Pirih) 
Brent (Plum) 
Anastasia (Rudolph) 
Carol (Russo) 
Gregory (Sakovich) 
Meretta (Stockman) 
Carol (Sweda) 
Luis (Thompson) 
Richard & Joan (Trombetta) 
Jayme (Verslype) 
Mary Kay (Weber) 
Kiprian (Yarosh) 
Joseph & Mary Ann 

(Zupancic) 
Rd. Michael, Ilariana, and 

the newly-illumined child 
Julia (Galis) 

Catechumens/Inquirers: 
Matthew, Alicia, Paxton 
& Dale 


