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Upcoming Schedule 
Confession is available after most evening services, and by appointment (including before Liturgy) 

June 27, Sunday (All Saints): 
-9:30 AM, Divine Liturgy 
-2 to 8 PM, Annual Serb Picnic, American Serbian Club, 2524 Sarah St., Pgh. 15203 

June 28, Monday: 
-6:30 PM, Vespers, followed by Confession 

June 29, Tuesday (SS. PETER AND PAUL): 
-9:00 AM, Divine Liturgy 

-6:30 PM, Vespers, followed by Confession 

July 1, Thursday: 
-6:30 PM, Vespers, followed by Confession 

June 2, Friday (St. John of San Francisco): 
-9:00 AM, Divine Liturgy 

July 3, Saturday: 
-10:00 AM, Canonsburg 4th of July Parade along Pike Street; Walgreens to Bluff St. 
-6:00 PM, Vespers, followed by Confession 
-7:00 PM, Rectory Bonfire 

July 4, Sunday (All Saints of North America & Russia): 
-9:30 AM, Divine Liturgy 

July 7, Wednesday: 
-6:30 PM, Vespers, followed by Confession 

July 8, Thursday (Our Lady of Sitka): 
-6:30 PM, Akathist to Our Lady of Sitka, followed by Confession 

July 10, Saturday: 
-6:00 PM, Vespers, followed by Confession 
-7:00 PM, Rectory Bonfire 

July 11, Sunday (All Saints of Great Britain & Ireland): 
-9:30 AM, Divine Liturgy 

June 14, Wednesday: 
-6:30 PM, Vespers, followed by Confession 

July 17, Saturday: 
-6:00 PM, Vespers, followed by Confession 
-7:00 PM, Rectory Bonfire  



Getting Back to Normal! 
As of March, the parishes of our archdiocese have been blessed to return to normal 

liturgical and social life as each parish has seen fit, and at our June parish council meeting 
we resolved to finally make this move for our parish.  What does this mean? 

• Masks are now optional; those who wish to continue wearing them are welcome to 
do so, and will receive the full support of the parish in this personal choice. 

• Regular veneration of icons and the Cross at the end of services will resume; those 
who wish to refrain out of caution are welcome not to venerate icons, and should 
simply bow their head and receive a blessing with the Cross as we have been doing. 

• Normal use of the communion cloths will resume; paper towels will still be available 
for those who wish to continue to use them as we have been doing.   

• Kissing the chalice at Holy Communion will now resume; Fr. John and the deacons 
will hold up the chalice for veneration, but feel free to refrain if uncomfortable.  

• Coffee hour will continue to be light, but potluck food can now brought and shared.  
Please clean up the food that you bring, as well as make sure the trash is taken out, 
the lights turned out, and the coffee pot off and emptied.  Anita Prince will be 
organizing someone each weekend to be responsible for making sure these things are 
done.  Please see Anita if you’d like to volunteer. 

Communion Appointments 
For those uncomfortable coming to Church amid the Coronavirus pandemic, Fr. John 

is able to offer the Reserved Sacrament for the Sick.  Please contact Fr. John to make an 
appointment, with mornings preferred.  Fr. John can come your house, but if you are 
comfortable coming to the church this is greatly preferred. 

Meal Train for Courtney Stadelman 

Please join the St. John’s Mom’s group in providing meals to the Stadelman family as 
they welcome their new baby: Elijah Michael Stadelman was born two weeks early this 
past Tuesday, June 15.  Thank God, both baby and mom are healthy and well! Please use 
this link to sign-up for a slot online: https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/r507n2  

We still have some dinners for the coming week which need volunteers; if you’re on 
the fence, Michael and Lara Galis have these words of thanks to offer as encouragement: 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, We are so overwhelmed by the outpouring of love 
and generosity from our parish family. From the personal cards and gifts to the meal 
train, we truly feel the love from this community in which we are so excited to be raising 
Julia. We would especially like to thank those who contributed to the meal train. The 
meal train was SUCH a help for us as we navigated this new chapter in our lives. It was 
a blessing not having to think about 1) "what's for dinner?", 2) obtaining groceries, and 
3) washing pots/pans. It allowed us to focus our attention and energy on caring for Julia. 

Much love, -- Lara, Michael, and Julia 

https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/r507n2


Food Drive 
Chronic hunger is always a problem in the United States and Washington County, 

but the effects of the COVID 19 pandemic have made the issue worse.  Even before the 
pandemic, Washington County had a food insecurity rate of over 10% and now, with the 
unemployment rate of 12.8% (an 8.3% increase from last year and above the national 
average of 7.4%); that rate is rising, so the Outreach Committee is hosting an on-going 
food drive to support our community. Please consider purchasing one or two non-
perishable food items when you shop.  You can drop off the items in the narthex the next 
time you are in church, and Committee members will deliver it to area food banks.  If 
you’d like to contribute in other ways, baby supplies (diapers, wipes, & formula) and 
toiletries are also needed. Any financial donations are welcome too! 

If you have questions, please contact Julianna Cario: 724-263-1046. 

Washington County Senior Food Bank @ St. John’s 

Beginning in July, the Washington County Food Bank will be using our parking lot 
on the second Tuesday of each month, from 11:30 to noon, to distribute food kits for 
struggling seniors in and around Canonsburg.  Currently, they are serving about 25 
seniors in our area, but they have to drive all the way to Brownsville.  By allowing them 
to use our parking lot as the distribution location, it will save these seniors the long trip 
for much-needed food.  Only pre-registered seniors will be able to receive these food kits, 
but anyone 60+ residing in Washington County may apply for this program, which is 
based on income.  If someone is in need, please have them call 724-632-2190, ext. 100, to 
get pre-registered and eligible to take advantage of this blessing. 

Parish Cemetery Repair Committee 

Many thanks to David Stockman, Mary Ann Reck, and Steve Udodow for stepping 
up to spearhead the much-needed repairs of our parish cemetery in Strabane.  If you 
would like to join them in their efforts, please speak with one of them. 

Vacation Church School at McKees Rocks 

St. Nicholas Orthodox Church, 320 Munson Ave, McKees Rocks PA, invites students 
K-8 for Vacation Church School from July 12-15, 10a-1p daily. This year’s theme will be 
“Sharing the Good News.” Age-appropriate activities, crafts, lessons, games, and music. 
To register, contact Matushka Joni Soroka at jonisoroka@yahoo.com.  Volunteers are 
welcome as well.  Please register/volunteer by Monday, July 5. 

Rectory Bonfires 
Our first few post-Vespers bonfires have been great successes.  As a reminder, Fr. 

John and Mat. Janine will be hosting a bonfire on most Saturday nights after Vespers; 
please come to Vespers and join us for this wonderful time of fellowship afterwards, and 
consider brining some food or drink to share (including meat to grill!). 

mailto:jonisoroka@yahoo.com


Special Collection for Fr. Patrick Carpenter (through July 12) 
Early in the morning on Monday, June 14, Igumen Patrick (Carpenter) – who has been 

in our parish prayers and assisted by our Protodeacon John every other weekend – 
suffered another tragic life-changing development in his health, losing his second foot. 

We are asking you to give generously to a special fund to aid Fr Patrick, who has now 
had to have both his legs amputated. The amount of good that he has done, along with 
his faithful parishioners and many volunteers, is immense. We are asking that you 
prayerfully express your gratitude and compassion by giving a generous financial gift to 
aid Fr Patrick with his overwhelming expenses. Everything received will go directly to 
aid him in his recovery and in the things he will need to continue to serve the community 
that he loves so much. May God bless you greatly in return for your generosity. 

If able to give, please make a special donation to St. John’s with “Fr. Patrick” in the 
memo line before July 12.  These funds will then be distributed to Fr. Patrick. 

Inaugural Met. Theodosius Memorial Lecture – July 13 
Spearheaded by Rd. John Thompson, our parish will begin hosting a monthly “Light 

from the Church on the Hill” lecture in honour and memory of our beloved Met. 
Theodosius.  Our plan is to arrange these speakers for the second Tuesday of the month; 
the evening will begin with Compline at 6, followed by refreshments and fellowship, 
with the lecture itself at 7.  For our first month, we will be hosting Fr. John Chakos, a 
missionary priest who is now attached in retirement to Holy Cross Greek Orthodox 
Church, in Mt. Lebanon.  We look forward to him speaking to us about the explosive 
growth of the Orthodox Church in Guatemala over the past few decades: from a handful 
of individuals in the 1980s to over 300 parishes with thousands of souls.  This growth 
also led to two young Guatemalans eventually becoming beloved members of our parish 
community: Luis & Roberto Thompson, who were adopted by Rd. John and his late wife 
Nancy from the Orthodox orphanage in Guatemala.  Bringing things home, Fr. Chakos 
will speak to us about how we can support these efforts, as well as finding ways to reach 
out beyond the walls of St. John’s to serve and evangelize our local community.  In 
August, we’ll hear more on this theme from Fr. Paul Abernathy and his efforts serving 
the underprivileged in Pittsburgh’s Hill District through the St. Moses the Black Mission 
and the Neighborhood Resilience Project (formerly FOCCUS Pittsburgh). 

Canonsburg 4th of July Parade (July 3) 
Because of 4th of July falling on Sunday, this year the regionally-famous Canonsburg 

4th of July Parade will be held on Saturday, July 3.  The parade will begin at 10 am at 
Cavasina Drive (near Walgreens) and proceed westward onto Pike Street ending at Bluff 
Street. One of the largest such parades in the country, our town usually draws 50,000 to 
60,000 people for the event, so parking can be tough.  It’s a bit of a walk, but feel free to 
park here at the church and walk down the hill to avoid the mess in town. 



Canonsburg 4th of July Collection (July 3) 
For the past 12 years (aside from 2020), St John’s has provided the personnel to assist 

with the Canonsburg Chamber of Commerce collection at the Canonsburg Parade.  This 
has been a very successful event and just takes a few hours of help.  In the past, we have 
split these duties with volunteers from Trinity Hockey Club, but they dropped out a few 
years back; since then, we have ‘owned’ this event and the Chamber has been most 
appreciative.  We have a great nucleus of supporters, but could use all hands on deck.  
We are looking for outgoing and enthusiastic helpers to collect money along the Parade 
route.  We need 20 volunteers to join us in this simple – yet fun and rewarding – task: 

• Collectors must be 18 years or older and be willing and able to circulate through the 
thousands of people who come to our town for the parade. 

• Those who wish to volunteer should contact Bob Schenken (412-295-3614) or David 
Stockman (412-414-7628). 

• Volunteers will meet at the Canonsburg ‘Russian Club’ (RBO – Russian Brotherhood 
Organization) at 08:00 on July 3rd for some breakfast and fellowship. 

• Volunteers will then participate in a five minute training session and hit the streets 
at 9 AM, working the Parade route in their determined area until end of parade 
(usually about 12:30). 

• All monies collected (buckets) and volunteer bibs are to be returned to Bob Schenken 
and David Stockman at the end of parade, or to designated drop spot. 

FOCA Golf Tournament – August 20 & 21 
This year, the national golf tournament will be held in Columbus, Ohio; as usual, it 

will be held on Friday & Saturday.  Please see any member of the FOCA Chapter for 
more info, and even if you aren’t that good at golf, consider coming! It is a great way to 
meet other Orthodox Christians from around the country, and to see some clergy really 
fail at golf.  Fr. John is planning to attend and, if so, we will not have Vespers that 
Saturday here at St. John’s, though those in attendance may join the host parish for 
Vespers and those here may attend one of a number of wonderful nearby parishes for 
their preparation for our shared celebration of the Lord’s Resurrection! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Feast of All Saints 
Fr. Lev Gillet, “The Year of Grace of the Lord” 

The first Sunday after Pentecost is dedicated to the commemoration of all of the 
saints.  Sanctity is the work of the Holy Spirit; all Christian holiness is a fruit of Pentecost.  
There is therefore a logical link between today’s feast and that of last Sunday. 

At the liturgy a portion of the epistle to the Hebrews (11:33-12:2) is read which evokes 
the sufferings of the ‘cloud of witnesses’, that is to say the prophets, the martyrs, the 
righteous, those who were stoned, put to the sword, or tortured, ‘of whom the world was 
not worthy’.  We know this passage well, for the Church has already given it to us to 
hear twice during the liturgical year: first on the Sunday before Christmas, then on the 
First Sunday of Great Lent.  It seems that the Church, in calling our attention to this text 
before the Nativity, before Easter, and immediately after Pentecost, wants to emphasise 
that we draw near to these great mysteries ‘catholicly’, surrounded by the saints and 
helped by their prayers; she wishes above all to tell us that saintliness is not an abnormal 
or exceptional state: that, on the contrary it is the normal flowering of every Christian 
life.  The call to holiness is addressed to each of us. 

The gospel for the liturgy (Matt. 10:32-33, 37-38; 19:27-30) is a selection of the sayings 
of our Lord which relate to the actual conditions of holiness: ‘He that loveth father or 
mother more than me is not worthy of me …. And he that taketh now his cross, and 
followeth after me, is not worthy of me … Everyone that hath forsaken houses, or 
brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name’s 
sake, shall receive a hundredfold and shall inherit everlasting life’.  Once again, our Lord 
brings us into the presence of his Cross and the personal renunciations that it involves.  
There is, however, a great difference between the way we read these words today and 
the way we read them (or similar texts) during the preceding months: read after 
Pentecost, this invitation to sacrifice is now clothed in fire, in the light and power of the 
Holy Spirit.  The apostles did not really follow their master on his painful road until after 
the coming of the Paraclete; the saints, whose collective feast we celebrate today, only 
carried the cross when they were under the inspiration of the Spirit.  The cross that Jesus 
sets before our eyes, on this first Sunday after Pentecost, is a cross of fire – the fire of the 
Spirit descending on the disciples.  



Memory Eternal! – Вѣчная память! – Věčnaja pamjat! 
Newly Departed (Parishioners in Bold): 
Ron Rudolph (5/31)    Rosemarie Daniels (6/24) 

Anniversaries of the Departed: 
John Borsos (6/27/1969)    Paul Vargo (6/27/2013)    Gabrielle Cronin (6/27/2019) 

Stephen Sahyda (6/28/1970)    Joseph Saudella (6/29/1967)    Thomas Haverlack (6/30/1966) 
Dolores Bizick (6/30/2006)    Infant John Popp (7/1/1980)    Arthur Mcracken (7/1/2008) 

Mat. Sophia Soroka (7/1/2012)    Nicholas Gontz (7/2/1977)    Raymond Sobczak (7/2/2005) 
Helen Kotyk (7/2/2010)    Andrew Panko (7/3/1950)    Mary Ridosh (7/4/1955) 

Paul Udodow (7/4/2001) 

Many Years! – Многая лѣта! – Mnohaja i blahaja lěta! 
Namedays: 

Pete Petronka (6/29) 

Birthdays: 
Melissa Ruffing (6/28)    Cirio Signorini (7/4) 

Anniversaries: 
Todd & Lynn Geer (7/2) 

Anniversary of Consecration: 
His Eminence, Abp. Melchisedek (6/27/2009) 

We pray for the health and salvation of:
All those suffering from the 

Coronavirus 
Abp. Benjamin (Peterson) 
Igumen Patrick (Carpenter) 
Apr. George &  

Pres. Dianthe (Livanos) 
Apr. John (Reeves) 
Apr. Michael (Hatrak) 
Diaconissa. Judy Anne 

(Carpenter) 
Mat. Elizabeth (Frase) 
Mat. Natasha (Lazor) 
Mat. Alexandra (Safchuk) 
Mat. Susanne (Senyo) 
Diane (Arcoletti) 
John “Jack” (Boschuk) 
Gregory & Gwen (Bushko) 
Eva (Chupinsky) 
Carolyn (Daniels) 
Alfred (Davis) 
Matthew (Emerson) 
Seth (Farley) 

Todd (Geer) 
Chelsea (Geer) 
Harry (Horosky) 
Janet (Horosky) 
Gregory (Kachmarsky) 
Mark (Korabelnikov) 
Tamara (Lawrence) 
Shirley (Lazorchak) 
Janice (Lenart) 
Anthony (Lucas) 
Donald (Marsico) 
Albert (Maruskin) 
Brandon (Mayberry) 
Gregg (Nescott) 
Pete (Petronka) 
Margaret Ann (Peyton) 
Mary (Pirih) 
Anastasia (Rudolph) 
Carol (Russo) 
Gregory (Sakovich) 
Suzie (Soloviev) 
Meretta (Stockman) 

Carol (Sweda) 
Luis (Thompson) 
Richard & Joan (Trombetta) 
Jayme (Verslype) 
James (Vranick) 
Mary Kay (Weber) 
Joseph & Mary Ann 

(Zupancic) 
Rd. Michael, Ilariana, and 

the child Julia born of her 
(Galis) 

Jonathan & Courtney, and 
the child Elijah born of 
her (Stadelman) 

Catechumens/Inquirers: 
Matthew, Alicia, Paxton 
& Dale 


