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Upcoming Schedule 
Confession is available after most evening services, and by appointment. 

June 13, Sunday: 
-9:30 AM, Divine Liturgy 

June 16, Wednesday: 
-6:30 PM, Vespers, followed by Confession 

June 17, Thursday: 
-7:30 PM, Parish Council Meeting 

June 19, Saturday (Soul Saturday): 
-9:00 AM, Memorial Divine Liturgy 
-6:00 PM, Vespers, followed by Confession 
-7:00 PM, Rectory Bonfire 

June 20, Sunday (PENTECOST): 
-9:30 AM, Divine Liturgy & Kneeling Vespers 
 followed by annual FOCA Barbecue & Jr. FOCA Pentecost Walk 

June 23, Wednesday: 
-6:30 PM, Vespers, followed by Confession 

June 24, Thursday (Nativity of St. John the Baptist): 
-9:00 AM, Divine Liturgy 

June 26, Saturday: 
-6:00 PM, Vespers, followed by Confession 

June 27, Sunday: 
-9:30 AM, Divine Liturgy 
-2 to 8 PM, Annual Serb Picnic, American Serbian Club, 2524 Sarah St., Pgh. 15203 

June 28, Monday: 
-6:30 PM, Vespers, followed by Confession 

June 29, Tuesday (SS. PETER AND PAUL): 
-9:00 AM, Divine Liturgy 

July 1, Thursday: 
-6:30 PM, Vespers, followed by Confession 

June 2, Friday (St. John of San Francisco): 
-9:00 AM, Divine Liturgy 

July 3, Saturday: 
-10:00 AM, Canonsburg 4th of July Parade along Pike Street; Walgreens to Bluff St. 
-6:00 PM, Vespers, followed by Confession 
-7:00 PM, Rectory Bonfire   



Getting Back to Normal? 
At our parish council meeting this week, we’ll be discussing making masks optional 

and otherwise moving back to the pre-COVID normal.  Please let Fr. John know if you 
have any concerns about this potential move before Thursday, or consider attending the 
parish council meeting in person – it is always an open meeting! 

Communion Appointments 
For those uncomfortable coming to Church amid the Coronavirus pandemic, Fr. John 

is able to offer the Reserved Sacrament for the Sick.  Please contact Fr. John to make an 
appointment, with mornings preferred.  Fr. John can come your house, but if you are 
comfortable coming to the church this is greatly preferred. 

Food Drive 
Chronic hunger is always a problem in the United States and Washington County, 

but the effects of the COVID 19 pandemic have made the issue worse.  Even before the 
pandemic, Washington County had a food insecurity rate of over 10% and now, with the 
unemployment rate of 12.8% (an 8.3% increase from last year and above the national 
average of 7.4%); that rate is rising, so the Outreach Committee is hosting an on-going 
food drive to support our community. Please consider purchasing one or two non-
perishable food items when you shop.  You can drop off the items in the narthex the next 
time you are in church, and Committee members will deliver it to area food banks.  If 
you’d like to contribute in other ways, baby supplies (diapers, wipes, & formula) and 
toiletries are also needed. Any financial donations are welcome too! 

If you have questions, please contact Julianna Cario: 724-263-1046. 

Meal Train for Fr. George Livanos 

As many of you are aware, Fr. George Livanos, the priest of our sister parish of All 
Saints Greek Orthodox Church, has entered the final stages of his battle with cancer and 
has been admitted to hospice.  His parish community has organized a meal train for Fr. 
George and his wife, Presbytera Dianthe.  Because of special and complex dietary 
restrictions, All Saints is simply asking for monetary donations to support those 
providing the meals.  Please make checks out to All Saints Outreach and send to All 
Saints Greek Orthodox Church, 601 W McMurray Rd, Canonsburg PA 15317. 

Parish Cemetery Repair Coordinator(s) 

The parish cemetery in Strabane is in need of some major repairs, and we are looking 
for some volunteers to help shepherd this process along with the parish council.  Please 
see Fr. John, Kip Yarosh, David Stockman, or any member of the parish council if you’d 
like to volunteer to lead this effort or work with the committee! 

 



Pentecost Kneeling Vespers 
Immediately after Divine Liturgy next Sunday, we’ll be serving Pentecost Kneeling 

Vespers, when we “get back to normal” after the Lenten and Paschal seasons and 
consecrate the rest of our church year to God.  Please stay to hear the powerful prayers, 
which the late Fr. Alexander Schmemann makes the following remarks: 

“We are invited to kneel. This is our first kneeling since Easter. It signifies that after 
these fifty days of Paschal joy and fullness, of experiencing the Kingdom of God, the 
Church now is about to begin her pilgrimage through time and history. It is evening 
again, and the night approaches, during which temptations and failures await us, when, 
more than anything else, we need Divine help, that presence and power of the Holy 
Spirit, who has already revealed to us the joyful End, who now will help us in our effort 
towards fulfillment and salvation. 

Together, bowing-low, we bowed our hearts and brought to God our repentance, and 
hope for forgiveness of sins. 

Together, bowing-low, we bowed our hearts and cried out asking the Holy Spirit to 
help us, yearning to be taught how to pray and better follow the true path in these dark 
and difficult times where the foundation, and boundaries, of society are crumbling. 

Together, bowing-low, we bowed our hearts and called to remembrance all those 
who have finished “the race” and completed “the marathon” of life, yet remain united 
with us through the love of God. 

Each day we are all called to bow our hearts “unto the Lord” and truly realize what 
an incredible, and sobering, act it is to enter into such prayers – supplicating the Holy 
Trinity is a serious gift.” 

Pentecost FOCA Barbecue 
After the services of Pentecost Sunday, our parish’s FOCA Chapter – for any 

newcomers to the parish, that’s the Fellowship of Orthodox Christians in America, the 
OCA’s national auxiliary organization, dedicated to fellowship and service for the 
Church – will be hosting their annual barbecue.  This will be a much-needed opportunity 
to gather for fellowship after a long year of COVID.  Tickets will be $5, and will go to 
supporting all the good work that FOCA does, and which we pray FOCA will be able to 
resume now that COVID is thankfully abating! 

Pentecost Jr. FOCA Walk 
As the barbecue is being lit up, the junior members of our FOCA chapter will begin 

their commemorative Pentecost Walk.  On Pentecost Sunday in 1953, our parish served 
its last liturgy at the old church on Vine Street and then, taking all the icons and holy 
vessels in procession, walked up the hill to the newly-completed parish church we know 
and love here on Boone Avenue, where we began anew our parish life.  All youth are 
invited to join, as well as their parents and anyone else interested in working with and 
supporting the youth of our parish! 



Rectory Bonfires 
Our first few post-Vespers bonfires have been great successes.  As a reminder, Fr. 

John and Mat. Janine will be hosting a bonfire on most Saturday nights after Vespers; 
please come to Vespers and join us for this wonderful time of fellowship afterwards. 

Annual Serbian Picnic – June 27 
The Pittsburgh Chapter of the American Serb Club will be resuming their Annual 

Serbian Picnic this year – a favourite for many of our parish! It will be held from 2-8 at 
the American Serbian Club, 2524 Sarah Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15203.  Everyone who 
would like their renowned lamb MUST PRE-ORDER by June 20.  It is 16$/lb, but is well 
worth it! Send order to Daniel Markoff at 724-493-9084 or Daniel.Markoff@yahoo.com.  

Canonsburg 4th of July Parade (July 3) 
Because of 4th of July falling on Sunday, this year the regionally-famous Canonsburg 

4th of July Parade will be held on Saturday, July 3.  The parade will begin at 10 am at 
Cavasina Drive (near Walgreens) and proceed westward onto Pike Street ending at Bluff 
Street. One of the largest such parades in the country, our town usually draws 50,000 to 
60,000 people for the event, so parking can be tough.  It’s a bit of a walk, but feel free to 
park here at the church to avoid the mess down in town. 

FOCA Golf Tournament – August 20 & 21 
This year, the national golf tournament will be held in Columbus, Ohio; as usual, it 

will be held on Friday & Saturday.  Please see any member of the FOCA Chapter for 
more info, and even if you aren’t that good at golf, consider coming! It is a great way to 
meet other Orthodox Christians from around the country, and to see some clergy really 
fail at golf.  Fr. John is planning to attend and, if so, we will not have Vespers that 
Saturday here at St. John’s, though those in attendance may join the host parish for 
Vespers and those here may attend one of a number of wonderful nearby parishes for 
their preparation for our shared celebration of the Lord’s Resurrection! 

Update on Dinner for a Year from David Stockman 

As David briefed us about last Sunday, we will not be bringing back the 225 dinner 
fundraiser.  This decision is not only due to Covid, but due to the army of people we 
need for this event, the selling of 225 high price tickets ($75-$100 each), getting enough 
people to attend and then enticing them to spend lots of money at the event to hopefully 
raise $10,000.   

Instead of the 225 dinner, the Men’s Club will be organizing the Dinner for a Year 
Raffle, but they still need help from everyone in the parish.  The drawing will be July 31, 
2021 so we only have 45 days or so to complete this large effort.  We are aware that some 
do not like to sell tickets and feel that we should not be fundraising in this way, but we 
only have a few major fundraisers for the year and this one has the potential to bring 
significant capital from outside of the church due to its appeal to most everyone. 
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Over the last year or so, we have completed a number of large projects including the 
main cupola and bells ($40,000+) and rectory updates ($50,000+) and will have to 
continue these projects into the future.  I addition, we purchased a new copier, allocated 
funds for new digital equipment for streaming services, had major snow removal 
expenses ($8,000) and have continued to make our monthly mortgage payments 
($5,000+) on time.  We will need to do maintenance on the parking lot and the roof in the 
near future and will also need to consider the purchase of a new refrigerator and freezer 
if we want to continue with our bake sales and kolbassa sales to raise money from outside 
of the parish.  So far we have been able to do all of these things without and additional 
pledge drive or assessments. 

We need your help with the Dinner for a Year raffle and there are many ways you 
can participate. 

First, we need donors of seed money which helps us get gift cards from local 
restaurants.  Many are not willing to provide the full $100 prize but many are willing to 
donate a $50 gift card if we purchase the other $50 card.  As a result, we need a minimum 
of 54 people or families to donate a minimum of $50 each.  If we raise more than that, we 
can purchase full amounts from restaurants in the area that have suffered more than the 
chains and make it a bit easier on those asking for donations.  We currently have about 
50% of the donations we need.  If you wish to donate seed money, please see David 
Stockman and write a check to the St. John's Mens Club. 

Second, another way you can help is to talk to the manager or owner of your favorite 
restaurant and see if they would be willing to donate.  If they are, please see David 
Stockman or Bob Schenken and we can provide you with the proper request form and 
donation receipt for your contact.  If they are unwilling but you would still like to buy 
gift cards and donate them, that would be a help as well. 

Third, would be to help us by purchasing and selling tickets.  It really is an easy ticket 
to sell.  Who wouldn't take a chance and spend $10 or $20 for the chance to win $5,200 in 
restaurant gift cards so they don't have to cook or spend money eating out for the year?  
For those that feel they are not good at it, just take a picture of 5 tickets with your cell 
phone and send texts  out to your family and friends...you might be shocked how many 
tickets people may be willing to buy just because they know and respect you...  Please 
see David Stockman in the vestibule over the next couple of week to purchase tickets or 
pick-up packets of 10 or 20 tickets to sell.   

Again, we understand that you may not like to sell tickets or do not want to buy the 
tickets for yourself.  If that is the case, please consider making a donation or buy the 
tickets and donate them back to the Men's Club.  If a donated ticket actually wins, that 
would make next years drawing much easier as we would already have half of the project 
completed as the gift cards would already be in-hand.   

Please see David Stockman or Bob Schenken with any questions or to help in any of 
the above ways.  Thank you very much for all of your efforts and support!!!! 



Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council 
Fr. Philip LeMasters 

Today we commemorate the Holy Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council of 
Nicaea, who proclaimed that the One Who brings human beings into the eternal life 
of God is Himself truly divine and eternal: the only begotten Son of the Father. They 
recognized that even the best angel, prophet, or teacher could not do that, for only 
One Who is divine and eternal can bring us into the divine, eternal life of the Holy 
Trinity. That is a key reason why the Council of Nicaea rejected the teaching of the 
heretic Arius, who did not think that the Son was fully or eternally God. That is why 
the Orthodox Church has always disagreed with those who seek to reduce Christ to 
a great religious teacher or moral example, or who view the Kingdom of God as a 
mere extension of an earthly kingdom of whatever kind. Our salvation comes not 
merely through instruction or social change, but through the New Adam Who 
conquers death and ascends to heavenly glory as the God-Man. Even if we know the 
words of the Nicene Creed by heart, we may still be tempted to turn Christ into a 
Savior who fits with our preconceived notions about what we would like from a 
religion. After all, it is much easier to follow a Lord Who serves our own pursuit of 
pleasure, power, and pride than it is to embrace One Who calls us to holiness in every 
dimension of our existence. Even as He is fully divine, He is also fully human. He 
went up into heaven with a glorified human body. To share in His life is to share in 
His holiness in ways that make us shine with the divine glory in body, soul, and spirit 
in the world as we know it. That does not mean becoming less human, but becoming 
more truly ourselves in God’s image and likeness. 

 

  



Memory Eternal! – Вѣчная память! – Věčnaja pamjat! 
Newly Departed (Parishioners in Bold): 

Ron Rudolph (5/31) 

Anniversaries of the Departed: 
Michael Zubenko (6/13/1960)    Milovan Dalevich (6/14/1925)    Helen Uram (6/15/1996) 

Gertrude Naidenoff (6/15/1990)    Mary Sandalla (6/16/1957)    Joseph Orlosky (6/17/1978) 
Mary Sweda (6/18/1974)    Mary Sakovich (6/18/2005)    Basil Sweda (6/19/1974) 

Andrew Chopak (6/19/2006)    Dorothy Matyuf (6/19/2018)    John Borschov (6/20/1920) 
Wasyl Bushkewitz (6/20/1948)    Nadezhda Udodow (6/20/1974)    John Haverlack (6/20/2008) 

Many Years! – Многая лѣта! – Mnohaja i blahaja lěta! 
Namedays: 

Jerry Strennen (6/15)    Jude Killmeyer (6/19) 

Birthdays: 
Lilah Ruffing (6/16)    Kathleen Signorini (6/16)    Emmanuelle Paradise (6/18) 

Dennis Sweda (6/19)    Mary Ann Zupancic (6/20) 

Anniversaries: 
David & Leah Stockman (6/13/1998)    Alfred & Beverly Davis (6/20/1970) 

We pray for the health and salvation of:
All those suffering from the 

Coronavirus 
Abp. Benjamin (Peterson) 
Igumen Patrick (Carpenter) 
Apr. George &  

Pres. Dianthe (Livanos) 
Apr. John (Reeves) 
Apr. Michael (Hatrak) 
Diaconissa. Judy Anne 

(Carpenter) 
Mat. Elizabeth (Frase) 
Mat. Natasha (Lazor) 
Mat. Alexandra (Safchuk) 
Mat. Susanne (Senyo) 
Diane (Arcoletti) 
John “Jack” (Boschuk) 
Gregory & Gwen (Bushko) 
Eva (Chupinsky) 
Alfred (Davis) 
Matthew (Emerson) 
Seth (Farley) 
Todd (Geer) 
Chelsea (Geer) 
Harry (Horosky) 
Janet (Horosky) 

Gregory (Kachmarsky) 
Mark (Korabelnikov) 
Tamara (Lawrence) 
Shirley (Lazorchak) 
Janice (Lenart) 
Anthony (Lucas) 
Donald (Marsico) 
Albert (Maruskin) 
Brandon (Mayberry) 
Gregg (Nescott) 
Pete (Petronka) 
Mary (Pirih) 
Anastasia (Rudolph) 
Carol (Russo) 
Gregory (Sakovich) 
Suzie (Soloviev) 
Meretta (Stockman) 
Carol (Sweda) 
Luis (Thompson) 
Richard & Joan (Trombetta) 
Jayme (Verslype) 
Mary Kay (Weber) 
Joseph & Mary Ann 

(Zupancic) 

Rd. Michael, Ilariana, and 
the child Julia born of her 
(Galis) 

Jonathan & Courtney, and 
the child to be born of her 
(Stadelman) 

Catechumens/Inquirers: 
Matthew, Alicia, Paxton 
& Dale 


