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May 23rd, AD 2021 
CHRIST IS RISEN! KHRISTOS VOSKRESE! CHRISTOS ANESTI! 

4th Sunday of Pascha: Healing of the Paralyric 

 

Home Parish of the Ever-Memorable Met. Theodosius, (+10/19) 

May his memory be eternal! Вѣчная память! 

Rector, Fr. John Joseph Kotalik 

425-503-2891 – frjohnkotalik@gmail.com  

Attached Clergy: 

Protodeacon John Oleynik, 724-366-0678 

Deacon Theodosius Onest, 724-809-3491 

Parish President & Warden, Mr. Kiprian Yarosh, 724-743-0231 

Interim Choir Director, Mrs. Diane Yarosh; Cantor, Lara Galis 
 

The Orthodox Church humbly claims to be the One Church of Jesus Christ,  

founded on the Apostolic Witness to our Lord, born on the day of Pentecost, and for 2,000 years making 

known to men, women, and children the path to salvation through repentance and faith in Christ. 

All Services are Live-Streamed Online on our YouTube Channel: 
www.youtube.com/c/StJohntheBaptistOrthodoxChurchCanonsburg/live 
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Upcoming Schedule 
May 22, Saturday: 
-NO VESPERS – FR. JOHN @ STATE COLLEGE FOR YODER/BOOTH WEDDING 

May 23, Sunday: 
-9:30 AM, Divine Liturgy w/ Fr. Bob Prepelka 

-FR. JOHN & MAT. JANINE RETURNING FROM WEDDING (PM OR MONDAY AM) 

May 25, Tuesday: 
-6:30 PM, Vespers, followed by Confession 

May 26, Wednesday (Midfeast of Pentecost): 
-9:00 AM, Divine Liturgy 
-6:30 PM, Moleben in Time of Pestilence, followed by Confession 

May 29, Saturday: 
-6:00 PM, Vespers, followed by Confession 
 followed by Rectory Bonfire 

May 30, Sunday: 
-9:30 AM, Divine Liturgy 
 followed by Pannikhida for Veterans @ Memorial Bell 

June 2, Wednesday: 
-6:30 PM, Moleben in Time of Pestilence, followed by Confession 

June 5, Saturday: 
-6:00 PM, Vespers, followed by Confession 
 followed by Pannikhida for Veterans @ Memorial Bell 

June 6, Sunday: 
-9:30 AM, Divine Liturgy 
 followed by Blessing of Graves @ Parish Cemetery & Oak Spring Cemetery 

June 7, Monday: 
-5:30 PM, Grave Blessing (if Sunday rained out) 

June 8, Tuesday: 
-6:30 PM, Paschal Vespers 

June 9, Wednesday (Leavetaking of Pascha): 
-9:00 AM, Paschal Matins 
-6:30 PM, Vespers, followed by Confession 

June 10, Thursday (ASCENSION OF CHRIST): 
-9:00 AM, Divine Liturgy  



Parish Life Amid Coronavirus – EFFECTIVE 5/23 
• All services are open to all parishioners and visitors. 

• Masks must be worn at all times except for when receiving Holy Communion. 
Serving clergy will put on masks whenever possible.  This will likely be lifted after 
our June Parish Council Meeting. 

• Social distancing requirements have been lifted, but feel free to distance voluntarily. 

• If you would like to get on the singing rotation, please contact Joseph Helinski: 
helinski12@gmail.com.  The choir is being split into two groups. 

• We will continue to have limited coffee hour over the summer. 

• Remember that all services continue to be live-streamed, confessions can be heard 
over the phone, and Communion can be offered by appointment. 

Visitors are always welcome upstairs; please invite them! 

Communion Appointments 
For those uncomfortable coming to Church amid the Coronavirus pandemic, Fr. John 

is able to offer the Reserved Sacrament for the Sick.  Please contact Fr. John to make an 
appointment, with mornings preferred.  Fr. John can come your house, but if you are 
comfortable coming to the church this is greatly preferred. 

Parish Stewardship 
We thank our dedicated parishioners for their continued donations in this trying 

time; the parish still has bills and it is only by our sacrificial offerings that we can continue 
to meet our financial responsibilities.  If unable or uncomfortable coming to church, 
please mail your donation.  Additionally, you can now give online: go to tithe.ly and 
search for St. John Orthodox Church – Canonsburg. 

Fundability 
Our parish scrip program – Fundability – is still taking orders.  Please call or text 

Wendy Petronka at 724-255-5046 or email her at wendy.petronka@gmail.com in order to 
place your order and to arrange to get your gift cards.  One of our dedicated Fundability 
helpers will be available after our weekend Liturgies too! 

St. Thomas Sunday Special Collection – Through May 

We will be having a special collection through the Month of May to benefit our parish 
cemetery in Strabane.  Donations may be made through Tithe.ly or an envelope available 
in the narthex. 

Parish Cemetery Repair Coordinator(s) 

The parish cemetery in Strabane is in need of some major repairs, and we are looking 
for some volunteers to help shepherd this process along with the parish council.  Please 
see Fr. John or Kip Yarosh if you’d like to volunteer! 
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Food Drive 
Chronic hunger is always a problem in the United States and Washington County, 

but the effects of the COVID 19 pandemic have made the issue worse.  Even before the 
pandemic, Washington County had a food insecurity rate of over 10% and now, with the 
unemployment rate of 12.8% (an 8.3% increase from last year and above the national 
average of 7.4%); that rate is rising, so the Outreach Committee is hosting an on-going 
food drive to support our community. Please consider purchasing one or two non-
perishable food items when you shop.  You can drop off the items in the narthex the next 
time you are in church, and Committee members will deliver it to area food banks.  If 
you’d like to contribute in other ways, baby supplies (diapers, wipes, & formula) and 
toiletries are also needed. Any financial donations are welcome too! 

If you have questions, please contact Julianna Cario: 724-263-1046. 

St. Thomas Sunday Grave Blessing – Moved to 6/6 

Due to the solemnity of our Lord’s Passion and the intense focus on the joy of Christ’s 
Resurrection during Bright Week, all services for the departed are forbidden from Matins 
of Holy Thursday (on Holy Wednesday evening) until after Sunday evening Vespers on 
St. Thomas Sunday: this includes all Pannikhida/Parastas services, with the singular 
exception of funerals, which obviously cannot be postponed.  Likewise, weddings – 
forbidden since Meatfare Sunday – can resume after St. Thomas Sunday.  However, since 
the earliest days of the Church (spoken about in St. John Chrysostom’s homily for the 
day, c. AD 400), we have waited until the Tuesday after St. Thomas Sunday to bring the 
good news of the Resurrection to the Dead.  This is because Monday is a fast day for 
monks and nuns (not just Wednesdays and Fridays as with laypeople), and so the entire 
Church waits so that so we might all proclaim ‘Christ is risen!’ to the dead as with one 
triumphant voice throughout the world. 

In particular, the Russian Church celebrates the Tuesday after St. Thomas Sunday 
with great joy, as various pagan Slavic customs for the start of spring were baptized and 
incorporated into the day’s celebration. Accordingly, it was given the name ‘Rádonitsa’: 
Day of Rejoicing.  In addition to blessing the graves, the faithful would hold feasts among 
the tombstones, children would laugh and play, and the leftovers from the Paschal feast 
the week before would be placed on the graves of the dead.  However, given the 
difficulties of the modern world, it is the long-standing custom of most parishes in 
America to transfer our celebration of the Resurrection among the dead to St. Thomas 
Sunday, after the Divine Liturgy, as most people no longer have the ability to follow the 
ancient tradition due to work responsibilities during the week.  Despite this, many 
parishes across the OCA (such as St. Nicholas in McKees Rocks) have begun to have 
daytime picnics in their parish cemeteries/sections as a way of keeping – or restoring – 
the ancient custom.  If this is something anyone would like to do in future years, please 
let Fr. John know! 



Reading the Hours 

With Rd. Michael and Lara’s baby, we need some help in reading the Hours before 
Divine Liturgy, which also gives us the opportunity to take another step back towards 
“normal”.  The Hours begin at 9:10, and help us to enter into prayer before the Divine 
Liturgy, as well as to help the faithful to enter into a space of prayer when they are 
arriving to church.  If you would like to get on this schedule – whether you have read in 
the past or would like to start reading for the first time – please email Fr. John. 

Many Thanks for Prayer Pal Participation 

Thank you to everyone who participated in honoring their Prayer Pal during Great 
Lent, and special thanks to the Junior O Club for their help in wrapping the chocolate 
eggs again this year. A total of 106 Prayer Pals were honored with $3,130 donated to the 
Growth & Development Fund ($1,565 was donated in honor of our prayer pals and then 
this amount was matched by our anonymous donor). 

Summer Rectory Bonfires 

Even though the sun is beginning to break through the COVID cloud, we are not back 
to having a full parish social life.  But, to help that situation, we built a fire pit at the 
rectory and Fr. John and Mat. Janine will be hosting bonfires after Saturday Vespers.  
Weather permitting, these will be most weeks through the early autumn, when it gets 
too cold to comfortably gather outside.  This is also a thinly veiled attempt to encourage 
us to come to Vespers over the course of the summer, as our Vespers attendance 
historically drops over the summer months.  As for food, the grill which can be placed 
over the fire pit, and we can cook anything you wish to bring; and Mat. Janine is excited 
for s’mores, which we have all the fixings for!  If you plan on brining something to grill 
or a dish to share, please let Fr. John know so that we don’t have multiple people brining 
food, or so that Fr. John and Mat. Janine don’t offer something instead. 

Why Visit a Monastery? 

It was a such a blessing for Fr. John to spend four days at St. Gregory Palamas 
Monastery in Ohio, as though he has been blessed to serve for the nuns at Ellwood City, 
he hasn’t been able to make a proper monastery pilgrimage for his own sake since 
October of 2019 – probably the longest time without such a visit in his adult life! 
However, in experiencing this blessing, Fr. John couldn’t help but think of our wonderful 
parish, and how many of us have never had such experiences; about how many people 
might ask ‘why would I visit a monastery?’  Simply put, the monastics have totally 
dedicated themselves to Christ and entering into their way of life – even for a few hours 
– helps to show us how we are all called to be as Christians, even if we live in the world.  
Yes, we aren’t monks, but their dedication shows us a living example as how we are 
supposed to be, as well as showing us how we can be if we struggle to dedicate our time 
and energy to prayer and the peace of Christ. 



Why I Love Orthodox Christian Monasticism 
by Evagelos Sotiropoulos of the Huffington Post, March 24, 2015 

I went to Greece almost every summer during my child and teenage years and, 
without fail, would visit various monasteries during my stays. 

During the summer’s major feast days — especially the Dormition of the Theotokos 
commemorated on August 15th — city dwellers and village folk alike would gather 
together in monasteries to celebrate, fostering a sense of community unity and love. 

From our village’s main monastery built unbelievably onto the face of a mountain to 
the marvellous Meteora, something about the monastic life tugged at the strings of my 
soul. 

Despite being largely ignorant of the monastic way of life, it nonetheless intrigued 
me: the mannerism of monks; the simultaneous detachment from, but love for, the world; 
the traditional black garments worn. 

It was not until years later when I began visiting monasteries as an adult that I came 
to better understand this sacred pathway to Paradise. 

I recently met a nun who encapsulates all that is good and healthy with Orthodox 
monasticism. 

Humble; free from anger; devoted to prayer; blessed with discernment; obedient to 
the Church and Her leaders; and, above all, full of love, not just in word — as some are 
apt to be — but in deed. 

In today’s society where self-promotion is especially pervasive, this nun was 
concerned with connecting people to Christ, not to herself. 

Christ is “the Alpha and the Omega” (Rev 22:13) and we need Him to be the centre 
of our lives; as St. Paul instructs, “Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ” (I Cor 11:1). 

Christ became incarnate (Theanthropos – the God Man) so we can become “God by 
grace” as the Church Fathers teach. This door is not opened only for clergy, monks and 
nuns, but for all people who are mindful always of God and seek Him with humility. 

Recall that although St. Paul exalts the virtue of chastity, he also writes, “For it is 
better to marry than to burn with passion” (I Cor 7:9). Our common quest is for holiness, 
be it in a monastery or marriage. 

In addition to the many married saints of the Holy Orthodox Church, monastics have 
served as a guiding light and inspiration for hundreds of years. 

If you study the lives of the saints of the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church 
you will uncover countless men and women — from Anthony the Great and Xenia the 
Deaconess of Rome in the first few centuries of Christendom, to Ss. Methodia of Kimolos 
and Porphyrios of Kafsokalyvia in the 20th century — who struggled in asceticism to 
reach human perfection. 

As our Venerable Father John Climacus writes in his wellspring of spirituality and 
most edifying book, The Ladder of Divine Ascent, “Angels are a light for monks, and the 
monastic life is a light for all men” (Step 26:31). 



The nun whom I was blessed to meet is like a full moon in the desert night, abounding 
with light (and love). For in today’s society, clergy and monks and nuns alike should 
focus on respecting the freedom of man and teaching God’s truth in a spirit of love, not 
on the praise of the people or other spiritual dryness (such as Facebook which often births 
excessive self-love). 

This last point is imperative; the above instruction of St. John actually includes the 
following, “Therefore let monks strive to become a good example in everything, giving 
no occasion for stumbling in anything in all their works and words. For if the light 
becomes darkness, how much darker will be that darkness, that is, those living in the 
world.” 

The good example in everything of this nun reminded me of why from a young age 
visiting monasteries in Greece with my family I came to love the liturgical life and 
centuries-long tradition of Orthodox monasticism. 

Simple faith; brotherly love to and for all; self-sacrifice; and, a detached mind free 
from worldly cares and the anxieties produced by them. 

The monastic life may be for few but those who have been called to it and carry out 
their responsibilities correctly become the salt of the earth and the light of the world (cf. 
Mt 5:13-14) – like my new mother and sister, the humble nun. 

Parish Monastery Pilgrimage? 

As COVID begins to clear and our monasteries begin to receive parish groups again, 
Fr. John and Mat. Janine would like to lead some of our parishioners to a brief retreat to 
a monastery for a Friday afternoon through Saturday evening visit: Fr. John would take 
up to seven interested men to Holy Cross Monastery in Wayne, WV, (just over 4 hours 
away) and Mat. Janine would take up to eleven women to Holy Transfiguration 
Monastery in Ellwood City, PA (just over an hour away).  More could come on both trips, 
but additional persons would have to stay at a local hotel instead of at the monastery 
guest houses.  If this is something you are interested in joining, please see Fr. John and 
Mat. Janine; they both would love to use this opportunity to get to know the participants 
a little better after this crazy COVID year we have had!  Even if you have never thought 
to visit a monastery before, going with your fellow parishioners is one of the best ways 
to make your first visit to a monastery! If there is enough interest, we will talk with both 
monasteries about potential dates, but we would aim for a Friday/Saturday near the end 

of the summer.  Additionally, please let Father and Matushka know if you would like to 
visit for longer (arriving earlier than Friday or staying longer than Saturday), as this 
could likely be arranged with the monastery guestmasters.  Otherwise, the plan would 
be to carpool to the monasteries.  Those under 18 would be welcome to join as well, but 
we would need a chaperone who is related to the youth in order to comply with the 
OCA’s Policies, Standards, and Procedures for the prevention of sexual misconduct.   

  



Memory Eternal! – Вѣчная память! – Věčnaja pamjat! 
Newly Departed (Parishioners in Bold): 

Apr. Nilus Lerro (4/28) 

Anniversaries of the Departed: 
Stephen Koppy (5/26/1950)    Metro Petrosky (5/26/2011)    Michael Marinkov (5/27/1956) 

Henry Dampf (5/27/2012)    Alexandra “Sandra” Antoush (5/27/2014) 
Michael Korvatsky (5/28/1929)    Michael Summers (5/28/1935)    Joseph Lilley (5/28/1996) 

Helen Fetcko (5/28/2005)    Mary Ann Blyshak (5/29/2008)    Helen Uchatich (5/30/1925) 
Vasily Chirkov (5/30/1926)    Peter Sakovich (5/30/1976)    Alec Timan (5/30/1997) 

Stylianos “Stan” Kerkentzes (5/30/2001) 

Many Years! – Многая лѣта! – Mnohaja i blahaja lěta! 
Namedays: 

Sophie Germaine Helinski (5/28) 

Birthdays: 
Aidan Onest (5/24)    Annabelle Ruffing (5/25)    Jerry Strennen (5/26)    Christopher Wright (5/26) 

Dolores Schinosi (5/26)    Catherine Weber (5/28)    Shirley Lazorchak (5/30) 

Anniversaries: 
Doug & Darcie Burkholder (5/24/1973)    Kip & Diane Yarosh (5/25/1997) 

Michael & Lara Galis (5/25/2019)    Rd. Anthony & Patricia Kolarsky (5/28/1970) 

We pray for the health and salvation of:
All those suffering from the 

Coronavirus 
Abp. Benjamin (Peterson) 
Igumen Patrick (Carpenter) 
Apr. George &  

Pres. Dianthe (Livanos) 
Apr. John (Reeves) 
Apr. Michael (Hatrak) 
Apr. Joseph (Lucas) 
Dn. Theodosius (Onest) 
Mat. Elizabeth (Frase) 
Mat. Natasha (Lazor) 
Mat. Kelly Elizabeth 

(Oleynik) 
Mat. Alexandra (Safchuk) 
Mat. Susanne (Senyo) 
Diane (Arcoletti) 
John “Jack” (Boschuk) 
Gregory & Gwen (Bushko) 
Judy Anne (Carpenter) 
Eva (Chupinsky) 
Alfred (Davis) 
Matthew (Emerson) 

Seth (Farley) 
Todd (Geer) 
Chelsea (Geer) 
Harry (Horosky) 
Janet (Horosky) 
Gregory (Kachmarsky) 
Robert (Kalakewich) 
Michael (Killmeyer) 
Mark (Korabelnikov) 
Tamara (Lawrence) 
Shirley (Lazorchak) 
Janice (Lenart) 
Anthony (Lucas) 
Donald (Marsico) 
Albert (Maruskin) 
Brandon (Mayberry) 
Gregg (Nescott) 
Peter (Petronka) 
Mary (Pirih) 
Anastasia (Rudolph) 
Carol (Russo) 
Gregory (Sakovich) 
Suzie (Soloviev) 

Meretta (Stockman) 
Carol (Sweda) 
Luis (Thompson) 
Richard & Joan (Trombetta) 
Jayme (Verslype) 
Mary Kay (Weber) 
Christopher (Wright) 
Joseph & Mary Ann 

(Zupancic) 
Rd. Michael, Ilariana, and 

the child Julia born of her 
(Galis) 

Jonathan & Courtney, and 
the child to be born of her 
(Stadelman) 

Catechumens/Inquirers: 
Matthew, Alicia, Paxton 
& Dale 


