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weekly bulletin of 

St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church 
Orthodox Church in America – Archdiocese of Pittsburgh 

601 Boone Avenue, Canonsburg, PA 15317 

724-745-8216 – www.frunner.org – www.facebook.com/frunneroca/ 

Preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ to Canonsburg,  

the Chartiers Valley, Washington, and Beyond! 

December 13th, AD 2020 
27th Sunday after Pentecost (Tone 2)/Second Sunday before Christmas 

Holy Forefathers of Christ; St. Herman of Alaska; St. Lucy of Syracuse 

 

Home Parish of the Ever-Memorable Met. Theodosius, (+10/19) 

May his memory be eternal! Вѣчная память! 

Rector, Fr. John Joseph Kotalik 

425-503-2891 – frjohnkotalik@gmail.com  

Assigned Clergy: 

Protodeacon John Oleynik, 724-366-0678 

Deacon Theodosius Onest, 724-809-3491 

Parish President & Warden, Mr. Kiprian Yarosh, 724-743-0231 

Interim Choir Director, Mrs. Diane Yarosh; Cantor, Lara Galis 
 

The Orthodox Church humbly claims to be the One Church of Jesus Christ,  

founded on the Apostolic Witness to our Lord, born on the day of Pentecost, and for 2,000 years making 

known to men, women, and children the path to salvation through repentance and faith in Christ. 

All Services are Live-Streamed Online on our YouTube Channel: 
www.youtube.com/c/StJohntheBaptistOrthodoxChurchCanonsburg/live 
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http://www.facebook.com/frunneroca/
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Upcoming Schedule 

December 14, Monday: 
-6:30 PM, Moleben in Time of Pestilence, followed by Confession 

December 16, Wednesday: 
-6:30 PM, Small Compline & Confession 

December 18, Friday: 
-6:00 PM, Small Compline & Confession 

December 19, Saturday: 
-4:30 PM, Catechesis: the Services of Christmas 
-6:00 PM, Vespers & Confession 

December 20, Sunday (Ancestors of Christ): 
-8:45 – 9:15 AM, Confession 
-9:30 AM, Divine Liturgy (Last names P-Z upstairs) 
 Church Open Until Noon 
-6:00 PM, Pre-Festal Vespers & Confession 

December 21, Monday: 
-9:00 AM, Pre-Festal Matins & Confession 
-6:00 PM, Vespers & Confession 

December 22, Tuesday: 
-9:00 AM, Pre-Festal Matins & Confession 
-6:00 PM, Vespers & Confession 

December 23, Wednesday: 
-9:00 AM, Pre-Festal Matins & Confession 
-12:30 PM, Vespers & Confession 
-6:30 PM, Royal Hours of Christmas & Confession 

December 24, Thursday (CHRISTMAS EVE): 
-12:30 PM, Vesperal Liturgy of Christmas Eve 
-8:00 PM, Christmas Vigil 

December 25, Friday (CHRISTMAS DAY): 

-9:30 AM, Christmas Liturgy 

December 26, Saturday (2nd Day of Christmas: Synaxis of the Mother of God): 
-9:30 AM, Divine Liturgy 
-4:30 PM, Catechesis: the Services of Christmas 
-6:00 PM, Vespers & Confession 

 



Parish Life Amid Coronavirus – UPDATED 11/20 
• Beginning the weekend of Thanksgiving (11/29), we will move from our Saturday/ 

Sunday schedule to just having one regular Liturgy on Sunday mornings, with 
alternating the last name groups – A-O & P-Z – between attending upstairs in the 
church and downstairs in the hall. 

• Ushers will great those arriving and helping us to remember where to go, as well as 
handing out a renewed Welcome Sheet.  Please contact Mat. Myra to volunteer! 

• If there are open spaces upstairs, the ushers will head downstairs at the beginning 

of the Third Antiphon (typically, the Beatitudes) and invite people in the hall to fill 
spaces in the church.  A few spots will be reserved for those with serious impede-
ments to arriving on time, but most upstairs spots will be given away, and you will 
lose your spot if you arrive more than ~10 minutes late. 

• All other services, unless otherwise noted, are open to all upstairs in the church. 

• When we come to church, all but the priest, deacon(s), single singer, and any 
assigned readers must wear a mask at all times. 

• To help maintain 6-8 feet of social distance, please sit in one of the indicated spots, 
ideally leaving the pews with a single spot for families.  If needed, two individuals/ 
families can stand upstairs in the choir loft. 

• Please refrain from singing from the congregation; only the designated singer 
should sing, as hard as it is not to join in! 

• Depart the church as soon as possible after services, not mingling in the narthex. 

• As of 11/20, Archbishop Melchisedek has instructed us to follow the updated 
Pennsylvania travel directives: other than commuters, if you travel out of state, you 
must EITHER quarantine for 10 days or receive a negative result from a COVID 
test before you return to church services.  This is non-negotiable, and may impact 
Fr. John’s plan visit to Seattle in January, so know that he sympathizes with us all! 

Visitors are always welcome upstairs; regardless of their last name, please invite them! 

Communion Appointments 
For those uncomfortable coming to Church amid the Coronavirus pandemic, Fr. 

John is able to offer the Reserved Sacrament for the Sick.  Please contact Fr. John to 
make an appointment, with mornings preferred.  Fr. John can come your house, but if 
you are comfortable coming to the church this is greatly preferred. 

Donations 
We thank our dedicated parishioners for their continued donations in this trying 

time; the parish still has bills and it is only by our sacrificial offerings that we can 
continue to meet our financial responsibilities.  If unable or uncomfortable coming to 
church, please mail your donation.  Additionally, you can now give online: go to 
tithe.ly and search for St. John Orthodox Church – Canonsburg. 



Fundability 
Our parish scrip program – Fundability – is still taking orders.  Please call or text 

Wendy Petronka at 724-255-5046 or email her at wendy.petronka@gmail.com in order 
to place your order and to arrange to get your gift cards.  One of our dedicated 
Fundability helpers will be available after our weekend Liturgies too! 

Christmas Shopping through Fundability 
See something nice to buy on Amazon? Before you buy, get the value you need in 

the form of a gift card from our Fundability Program and 2.25% of the value of that gift 
card will go to our growth and development fund! What about a TV from Best Buy 
(4%), or something simple at Target (2.5%)?  Take-out is still an option, and many gift 
cards for restaurants give a bigger percentage back to our parish, such as Bob Evans 
(10%), but maybe you want to give a coworker a gift card for Starbucks (7%) instead.  If 
we don’t have a card for your store in stock, we can order a physical card or you can go 
online and get an electronic one.  Please consider doing your Christmas shopping 
through Fundability: it costs us nothing extra, and helps to fund our parish! 

Fundability Christmas Raffle & Dates 
As an added incentive to do your Christmas shopping through Fundability, all 

orders placed through December 13th will be entered in a raffle for a free $50 gift card 
to any store of your choosing.  However, Fundability recommends ordering all 

physical gift card by St. Nicholas Day (December 6th) to ensure arrival by Christmas.  
Finally, something new this year is that, due to COVID, the Scrip program we work 
with is offering home delivery of gift cards when ordered online through their new 
mobile app.  More information is in the Fundability Newsletter in the narthex. 

Food Drive 
Chronic hunger is always a problem in the United States and Washington County, 

but the effects of the COVID 19 pandemic have made the issue worse.  Even before the 
pandemic, Washington County had a food insecurity rate of over 10% and now, with 
the unemployment rate of 12.8% (an 8.3% increase from last year and above the 
national average of 7.4%); that rate is rising. 

The Outreach Committee is hosting an on-going food drive to support our 
community, and our own parishioners. Please consider purchasing one or two non-
perishable food items when you shop. You can drop off the items in the narthex the 
next time you are in church, and Committee members will deliver it to area food banks. 
If you’d like to contribute in other ways, baby supplies (diapers, wipes, & formula) and 
toiletries are also needed. Any financial donations are welcome too! 

If you have questions, please contact Julianna Cario: 724-263-1046. 
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Where’s the Belltower?! 
If you didn’t notice when you walked in, the bell tower has been removed and 

placed to the side of the church while the bells undergo a MUCH needed refurbishment 
project.  Most importantly, a new ringing system is being installed – so no more flicker-
ing lights when they ring!  As you can see, the cupola itself could also use some refur-
bishment, and we are looking into options for this.  Many thanks to Richard Blaha and 

Chris Weber for all their hard work in organizing this project! The cost of the bell work 
will be at least $26k, and we are waiting on an estimate for the cupolas. While the main-
tenance fund will be able to cover these costs, any donations would be a great help! 

Christmas Kolbassa 
We are looking for volunteers to help us make kolbassa in the afternoons and 

evenings of Monday, 12/14 & Tuesday, 12/15.  If you are interested or have any 
questions, please contact Kevin Reck at kevinsreck@gmail.com or Chris Weber at 
chw5017@gmail.com. Everyone is welcome!  If you would like to place a Christmas 
Kolbassa order please contact David Stockman at 412-414-7628 or dcsnlas@comcast.net. 

Pre-Christmas Confession 
While Abp. Melchisedek has given us a dispensation from being required to go to 

Confession due to the Coronavirus pandemic, this is intended for those who are 
uncomfortable coming so close to the priest for Confession, or who are uncomfortable 
giving a Confession over the phone, which our priests have been blessed to do.  Our 
bishops teach that if we receive Holy Communion frequently, ideally each week, we 
should be confessing no less than once per month.  At a bare minimum, our archbishop 
normally requires this of us four times per year, at the occasions of the four fasting 
seasons.  More so, Canon Law says that to even call ourselves full Christians, we must 
go to Confession and Communion at least once per year.  While the confession require-
ment has been temporarily lifted, many of us have not been to confession since last 
Advent, and – unless we are truly uncomfortable with going to Confession during this 
time – allowing ourselves to be restored to a place of spiritual purity and health by 
means of the Sacrament of Confession is thus overdue.  This is especially the case in 
terms of grave sins, which bar us from Communion until we have gone to Confession – 
something that we have not been dispensed from!  We have been blessed to be lax in 

regards to regular confession, but sins such as apostasy, fornication (sexual relations 
outside of marriage), other forms of sexual immorality, murder, extreme acts of 
anger, abuse of another, theft, and/or other cruel and brutal forms of injury, either 
physical or spiritual, must be confessed before we return to Holy Communion, pan-
demic or not.  These sins are described as “mortal” (unto death) by the Bible pre-
cisely because they cut us off from the life of Christ, and the teaching of our Church 
is that we should abstain from Holy Communion until we have confessed such sins. 
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Christmas Service Sign-Up 
Fr. John thanks you for your input! After speaking with many of you, the services of 

Christmas Eve will simply be open, as attendance based on previous years wouldn’t 
put us over our limit.  However, a sign-up has been created for Divine Liturgy on 
Christmas Day: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084FADA929ABF94-
christmas – if you plan on coming on Christmas morning, please sign up.  If all the 
spots fill up, please come and join us downstairs to watch the Liturgy on the projector 
and then come up for Holy Communion.  If we have any extra room upstairs, we’ll 
invite you up a few minutes into the Divine Liturgy.  We appreciate your patience and 
understanding in this crazy time we find ourselves in, but are so thankful that we are 
able to celebrate Christmas together in some way! 

Pre-Christmas Services 
If we look at the calendar for December, we see that our preparation for Christmas 

is hardly a single service.  From December 20th through 24th, concluding with Christmas 
Eve, we celebrate the Prefeast of Christmas.  Just as we enter into the celebration of 
Pascha with Holy Week, we have these few days to enter fully into the Feast of 
Christmas, being reminded by the Church of why we are celebrating this wonderful 
feast.  If you’re considering entering more fully into the Feast of the Nativity of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, there are ample opportunities! 

The demands of work, family, and holiday preparations, along with morning and 
evening routines the week before Christmas, present many challenges, perhaps this 
year more than ever. Nevertheless, we invite you to set aside some time to join us at the 
Pre-Festal Services of Christmas: to enjoy and be enlightened by the profound hymno-
graphy. May God grant us the experience of calming and cleansing silence found in the 
approach to the spiritual Cave in Bethlehem during this Winter Holy Week. 

Fr. John especially recommends coming to Royal Hours – a festive form of the 1st, 
3rd, 6th, and 9th Hours – which he has moved from Christmas Eve morning to the 
evening of Dec. 23rd.  Even if you can’t make it to Christmas Vigil, no service better 
summarizes what we are celebrating at Christmas and why.  It is just over an hour, and 
is very simple and peaceful. 

Theophany House Blessings 
Given the pandemic, this year we will not be having our “normal” house blessings 

after the Feast of Holy Theophany.  Instead, house blessings will be by invitation only, 
and Fr. John will be JUST blessing the house, wearing a mask and departing without 
the normal socialization, entering and departing as soon as possible.  If you would still 
like your home blessed this year, please contact him to make individual arrangements.  
He apologizes profusely that he will not get to sit down and speak with you all this 
year; getting to meet you all more fully at was one of the greatest blessings of 2020! 
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Memory Eternal! – Вѣчная память! – Věčnaja pamjat! 
Newly Departed (Parishioners in Bold): 

Basil Farbanish (11/9)    Oleksii Raichenko (11/18)    Apr. John Horosky (11/18) 
Pat. Irinej of Serbia (11/20)    Met. Theophan of Kazan (11/20)    Bp. Lazar of Borjomi (11/20) 
Bp. Artemije of Kosovo (11/21)    Mat. Eloise Lesko (11/22)    Abp. David of Alaska (11/27) 

Michael Pirih (12/2)    Dorothy Petronka (12/2)    John Pavlek (12/4)    Sophie Onufer (12/5) 
Ruth Schreiber (12/9)    Sergei Chidlowsky (12/10)    Sdn. Andrew Sysock (12/12) 

Anniversaries of the Departed: 
Kathryn Soroka (12/13/1969)    Miller Godish (12/13/1982)    Martha Julie Logan (12/13/2019) 

John Koppy (12/14/1937)    Mary Zubenko (12/14/1940)    John Popovich (12/15/1966) 

Jeffrey Mandys (12/15/1966)    George Repoff (12/15/1980)    George Balog (12/16/2003) 

Apr. Stephen Shuga (12/16/2019)    Anna Sohyda (12/18/1969)    Peter Pavlek (12/18/1991) 

Ann Skittle (12/18/2017)    Mary Kacvinsky (12/19/1987)    Anna Hoditch (12/19/1990) 

Peter Theodorov (12/20/1947)    John ‘JT’ Telesko (12/20/2009) 

Many Years! – Многая лѣта! – Mnohaja i blahaja lěta! 
Anniversary of Ordination: 

Dn. Theodosius Onest (12/12/2004) 

Namedays: 
Joseph Cario (12/13)    Jacob Simko (12/13)    Daniel Basso (12/17)    Daniel Booth (12/17) 

Daniel Cario (12/17)    Daniel Thacker (12/17)    Daniel Yarosh (12/17) 

Birthdays: 
Tammy Marsico (12/13)    Ryan ‘Ethan’ Williams (12/14)    Elizabeth Sweda (12/19) 

We pray for the health and salvation of:
Met. Hrizostom, Bp. 

Joanikije, Bp. Sava, 
Emilio, and all those 
suffering from the 
Coronavirus 

Igumen Patrick (Carpenter) 
Apr. George &  

Pres. Dianthe (Livanos) 
Apr. John (Reeves) 
Apr. Michael (Hatrak) 
Mat. Natasha (Lazor) 
Mat. Kelly Elizabeth 

(Oleynik) 
Mat. Alexandra (Safchuk) 
Mat. Sophia (Sokolov) 
Mat. Susanne (Senyo) 
Diane (Arcoletti) 
Richard & Sonia (Blaha) 
John (Boschuk) 

Elaine (Gwen Bushko) 
Alfred (Davis) 
Elizabeth (Demsher) 
Helene (Emerick) 
Gregory (Kachmarsky) 
Mark (Kotabelnikov) 
Rose (Lazorchak) 
Shirley (Lazorchak) 
Janice (Lenart) 
Donald (Marsico) 
Albert (Maruskin) 
Brandon (Mayberry) 
Gregg (Nescott) 
Deborah (Onest) 
Peter (Petronka) 
Mary (Pirih) 
Matthew, Alicia, & Paxton 

(Poling) 
Gabriel (Prince) 

Anastasia (Rudolph) 
Meretta (Stockman) 
Carol (Sweda) 
Dennis (Sweda) 
Daniel & Emily (Thacker) 
Luis (Thompson) 
Richard (Trombetta) 
Mary Kay (Weber) 
Joseph & Mary Ann 

(Zupancic) 
Alexander & Marissa, and 

the child to be born of her 
(Schenken) 

Rd. Michael, Ilariana, and 
the child to be born of her 
(Galis) 

Catechumens/Inquirers: 
Anthony, Hannah, & 
Melissa 


