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St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church 
Orthodox Church in America – Archdiocese of Pittsburgh 

601 Boone Avenue, Canonsburg, PA 15317 

724-745-8216 – www.frunner.org – www.facebook.com/frunneroca/ 

Preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ to Canonsburg,  

the Chartiers Valley, Washington, and Beyond! 

June 20th/21st, AD 2020 

2nd Saturday after Pentecost & 

Sunday of All Saints of North America 
 

   Home Parish & Residence of His Beatitude, Met. Theodosius, 

    Retired Metropolitan of All America and Canada 

   Acting Rector, Fr. John Joseph Kotalik 

    425-503-2891 – frjohnkotalik@gmail.com  

   Assigned Clergy: 

    Protodeacon John Oleynik, 724-366-0678 

    Deacon Theodosius Onest, 724-809-3491 

   Parish President & Warden, Mr. Kiprian Yarosh, 724-743-0231 

   Interim Choir Director, Mrs. Diane Yarosh 

 
All Services are Live-Streamed Online on our YouTube Channel: 

www.youtube.com/c/StJohntheBaptistOrthodoxChurchCanonsburg/live 
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Upcoming Schedule (Only services in Bold are Public) 

June 20, Saturday: 
-6:00 PM, Vespers (Open to all & live-streamed via YouTube) & Confession 

June 21, Sunday (All Saints of North America & Russia): 
-8:45 – 9:15 AM, Confession 
-9:30 AM, Divine Liturgy (Last names A-O & live-streamed via YouTube) 
-Noon, Virtual Coffee Hour: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89368361469  
-Noon – 1:00 PM, Church Open for Prayer and Candle Lighting 

June 22, Monday: 
-7:00 PM, Small Compline (Open to all & via YouTube) & Confession 

June 23, Tuesday: 
-3:30 PM, All-OCA Church School, Grades 9-12: https://bit.ly/oca_churchschool  
-7:00 PM, Bible Study (Romans 3): https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87202836625 

June 24, Wednesday (Nativity of St. John the Baptist): 
-9:00 AM, Divine Liturgy (Open to all & live-streamed via YouTube) 
-3:30 PM, All-OCA Church School, Grades 3-5: https://bit.ly/oca_churchschool 
-7:00 PM, Vespers (Open to all & live-streamed via YouTube) & Confession 

June 25, Thursday: 
-3:30 PM, All-OCA Church School, Grades 6-8: https://bit.ly/oca_churchschool 
-5:00 PM, Catechesis (Sacraments III): https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85445256142  
-7:00 PM, Small Compline (Open to all & via YouTube) & Confession 

June 26, Friday: 
-6:00 PM, Moleben in Time of Pestilence & Confession (Open & via YouTube) 

June 27, Saturday: 
-8:45 – 9:15 AM, Confession 
-9:30 AM, Divine Liturgy (Last names A-O & live-streamed via YouTube) 
-Noon – 1:00 PM, Church Open for Prayer and Candle Lighting 
-6:00 PM, Vespers (Open to all & live-streamed via YouTube) & Confession 

June 28, Sunday: 
-8:45 – 9:15 AM, Confession 
-9:30 AM, Divine Liturgy (Last names P-Z & live-streamed via YouTube) 
-Noon, Virtual Coffee Hour: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89368361469  
-Noon – 1:00 PM, Church Open for Prayer and Candle Lighting 
-6:00 PM, Vespers for Ss. Peter & Paul (Open to all & via YouTube) & Confession 

June 29, Monday (SS. PETER & PAUL – END OF THE APOSTLES’ FAST): 
-9:00 AM, Divine Liturgy (Open to all & live-streamed via YouTube)  
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Parish Life Amid Coronavirus 
While we are in Pennsylvania’s “green” coronavirus phase, our attendance is 

limited to as many people as can fit with 6-8 feet distance between families. Thus: 

• For “Sunday” Divine Liturgy, the parish has been split into two groups by 
last name – A-O & P-Z – and we will be celebrating the Divine Liturgy every 
Saturday and Sunday in order to allow both groups to come to church every 
weekend. 

• All other services, unless otherwise noted, are open to all. 

• When we come to church, all but the priest, deacon(s), single singer, and any 
assigned readers must wear a mask at all times. 

• To help maintain 6-8 feet of social distance, please sit in one of the indicated 
spots, ideally leaving the pews with a single spot for families.  If needed, two 
individuals/ families can stand upstairs in the choir loft. 

• Please refrain from singing from the congregation; only the designated singer 
should sing, as hard as it is not to join in! 

• Please depart the church as soon as possible after services, not mingling in the 
narthex. 

• Most weeks, usually on Wednesday, we will be praying the Moleben (Service 
of Supplication) in Times of Pestilence; rather than getting frustrated, 
consider putting your time and energy into prayer instead! 

Visitors are always welcome; regardless of their last name, please invite them! 

Confession 

While normal Confession requirements have been dispensed with during this 
Coronavirus crisis, we are still in the midst of a fast – a season of repentance – 
and so, in addition to our normal post-Vespers confession option, we have added 
twice-per-week Small Compline, with time for confession afterwards, during this 
year’s Apostles Fast.  Additionally, a half hour block before Saturday and 
Sunday Liturgy has also been made available.  Fr. John is also available by 
appointment. Please avail yourselves of these opportunities to be cleansed of 
your sins before the throne of God; even if not “required” during this pandemic, 
our sins are still weighing us down and corrupting both body and soul! 

Weekly Vigil Candles 
For those unable or uncomfortable coming to church, Fr. John will happily 

light Vigil candles by request.  Please contact him to light your candle, and mail 
your donation to the church. 



Donations 
We thank our dedicated parishioners for their continued donations in this 

trying time; the parish still has bills and it is only by our sacrificial offerings that 
we can continue to meet our financial responsibilities.  If unable or uncomfor-
table coming to church, please mail your donation.  Additionally, you can now 
give online: go to tithe.ly and search for St. John Orthodox Church – Canonsburg. 

Fundability 
Our parish scrip program – Fundability – is still taking orders.  Please call or 

text Wendy Petronka at 724-255-5046 or email her at wendy.petronka@gmail.com 
in order to place your order and to arrange to get your gift cards.  One of our 
dedicated Fundability helpers will be available after our weekend Liturgies too! 

Keep Vladyka Theodosius in Your Prayers 

Thank God, His Beatitude is out of the hospital and his kidneys continue to 
improve!  He is now back at Transitions, in the skilled nursing section, at 90 
Humbert Ln, Room 207 Window, Washington, PA 15301.  We are now able to 
visit him by appointment, with at least one days’ notice.  Please keep him in your 
prayers as he continues to recover! 

Please Pray for Fr. George Livanos 
Fr. George Livanos, the priest of our sister parish in Canonsburg, All Saints, is 

currently suffering greatly from cancer.  Let us remember to keep Fr. George, his 
wife Presbytera Dianthe, and their family in our prayers.  Stay up to date on 
www.caringbridge.org/visit/fr.georgelivanos  

Help Catherine Thompson to Serve the Church 
FOCUS Pittsburgh, the local chapter of the Fellowship of Orthodox Christians 

in the United States, which serves as the primary Orthodox charitable 
organization for the domestic poor, has launch a new program in the Hill 
Distinct in Pittsburgh: under Fr. Paul Abernathy, the Neighborhood Resilience 
Project will help to provide trauma-informed services to the homeless and 
working poor among our region’s most vulnerable.  Catherine Thompson has 
been selected as one of this year’s inaugural interns.  However, unlike most 
internships where one is either paid or unpaid, this three-month internship 
actually costs her $1,000/month.  Please consider helping her to serve the 
mission of the Church: www.stathanasiuscollege.org/internship  

mailto:wendy.petronka@gmail.com
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CrossRoad Summer Institute: Online This Year! 
CrossRoad is a ten-day academic summer institute that prepares high school 

juniors and seniors to make big life decisions and invites them to connect with 
the Orthodox Christian theological and spiritual tradition. Participants from all 
over the country come together to experience daily worship, take theology 
classes from some of the best professors in the country, visit local parishes, serve 
their neighbor, tour the city, and even spend a day at the beach. For 17 years, it 
has brought young people into a lasting relationship with Christ and His Church.  
This year, they have to go online, but this also means that those who might not 
have been able to make it to Boston or Chicago can attend! High school seniors 
and juniors can apply to either Session 1: June 13-23 (limited space available) or 
Session 2: June 30-July 10 (more availability).  www.crossroadinstitute.org/apply  

Coronavirus Memorial 
We should remember in our prayers all of those who have passed away due to the 
Coronavirus, including the following bishops and American Orthodox: 
Met. Jonah of Astrakhan & Kamyzyak (5/4) 
Met. Varnava (Barnabas) of Cheboksary and Chuvashia (6/1) 
Abp. Pimen of Suceava (5/20) 
Schema Bp. Peter, Vicar of the Diocese of Navahrudak, Belarus 
Bp. Milutin of Valjevo, Serbia (3/29) – had served as a priest at Niagara Falls. 
Bp. Veniamin (Benjamin) of Zhelenogorsky, Russia (4/26) 
Dn. Alexander Gousev, Reno, NV (4/9)  
– contracted Coronavirus as a lab technician at the local VA hospital; known by Fr. John 
Mat. Irene Rachko, Allentwon, PA (4/26) - known to many in our Archdiocese 
Mat. Nina Bohush Stroyen, Cherry Hill, NJ (4/23)  
– Member of St. Tikhon’s Board of Trustees and great-aunt of Fr. John’s classmate. 

Father of the Fatherless and Protector of Widows 
by Rev. Dr. Stephen De Young, author of Ancient Faith’s ‘The Whole Council Blog’ (June 8) 

The task of a judge in rendering judgment or judging, whether in a court context 
or the context of the book of Judges, is to establish or restore justice. Therefore, when 
Yahweh [the Lord] condemns the leadership of Israel and Judah, a chief charge is 
that they have judged unjustly (e.g., Is 10:1). To judge unjustly is to show favoritism, 
to create laws that are oppressive and do harm, or to ignore injustice rather than 
righting it. Yahweh, in the Old Testament, contrasts himself to this kind of judge, 
human judges with whom humans have had experiences. Yahweh does not respect 
persons and will accept no bribe (Deut 10:17). It is because of His own character and 
their responsibility to bring about His justice that the judges of Israel are forbidden 
to take bribes or show favoritism (Deut 10:19). 

http://www.crossroadinstitute.org/apply


This is not to say, however, that the Scriptures present Yahweh as non-partisan. 
God associates Himself, throughout the Scriptures, with some persons and opposes 
others. The condemnation of favoritism in the Hebrew Scriptures takes the particular 
form of the condemnation of taking bribes (Ex 18:21; 23:8; Deut 27:25; 1 Sam 8:3; 2 
Chron 19:7; Job 6:22; 15:34; Ps 15:5; 26:10; Prov 15:27; 17:8. 23; Ecc 7:7; Is 1:23; 5:23; 
33:15; Ezek 22:12; Amos 5:12; Mic 3:11; 7:3). It seems obvious that it is not the poor 
and destitute who offer bribes. What is condemned is not a judge taking a side in the 
administration of justice. What is condemned is a judge taking the side of the 
wealthy and powerful for the purpose of gain, which compounds the injustice. This 
condemnation of favoritism toward the wealthy is continued directly in the Church 
(Jas 2:1-9). 

Establishing justice or restoring justice once it has been violated requires taking a 
side or, perhaps, more appropriately, taking up a cause. In particular, it requires 
taking up the cause of the victims of injustice. It requires setting one’s self against 
the perpetrators of that injustice. Action taken on this basis will naturally be action 
in favor of victims and action against oppressors. This action against oppressors will 
always be received by them and is referred to by the text of the Scriptures as 
punishment for their crimes. The paradigmatic members of the weak and oppressed 
in the Scriptures, reflecting the reality on the ground in the Ancient Near East, are 
orphans and widows (Job 22:9; Is 10:2; Jer 49:11; Ezek 22:25; Mark 12:40; Jas 1:27). 
Yahweh is the “Father of the fatherless and protector of widows” (Ps 68:5). 

God taking the side of the powerless against the powerful is not a violation of 
His impartiality but a consequence of it. The two are cited in the same breath:  “For 
Yahweh, your God is God of gods and Lord of lords. He is the great, the mighty, and 
the fearsome God. He it is who is not partial and takes no bribe. He executes justice 
for the orphan and the widow. He loves the stranger, giving to him food and 
clothing. Love the stranger, then, because you were strangers in the land of Egypt. 
You will fear Yahweh your God. You will serve him and cling to him. By His name, 
you shall swear. He is your praise. He is your God, who has done for you these great 
and terrifying things that you have seen with your own eyes. Your fathers went 
down to Egypt with seventy people. Now Yahweh your God has made you like the 
stars of heaven in number” (Deut 10:17-19). 

In the Torah, Yahweh commands Israel to establish and maintain justice based 
on His own justice, thereby participating in His action in creation. He reinforces this 
by pointing to the fact that they themselves have been recipients of this same favor. 
Yahweh allied Himself with the Hebrews, the descendants of Abraham, when they 
were slaves in a foreign land and powerless. He then wrought a terrible vengeance 
on Egypt and her gods on nascent Israel’s behalf to give her justice. 



Pharaoh greeted the initial approach of Moses and Aaron with derision for 
precisely this reason. What concern to him were the threats of a god of slaves? There 
is a sharp contrast here with the gods of the nations. Basic to ancient ritual was the 
idea that the worship of a divine being made one more like that being. And so 
worship was made of gods of power, beauty, victory in war, sexual prowess, 
fertility, health, strength, and speed. There were no gods of weakness, victimhood, 
defeat, infertility, or sickness. Or at the very least, if there were such spirits, no 
pagan would seek to worship them. 

Yahweh, the God of Israel, however, is not the embodiment of some human 
virtue or desire, nor is He the offerer of some particular good or virtue as opposed to 
others. Rather He is the Creator and the Judge of all the earth. Justice, or righteous-
ness, is not simply a quality of personal excellence. Judgment is a divine action 
within creation which continuously moves and drives all created things to form, 
uphold, and restore the created order. He is, therefore, the avenger of the orphan 
and the widow while He opposes the proud. 

It is, then, no surprise that when the God of Israel became incarnate, He was not 
born the son of the emperor or even into the Herodian dynasty. In taking upon 
Himself our shared human nature, Christ continued to identify with the weak, the 
poor, and the oppressed. He was born to a young mother under circumstances 
which rendered Him subject to suspicion (John 8:41). He was born into a Galilean 
peasant family living in a village so small it likely moved with the seasons. St. 
Joseph, as a day laborer, did what would today be considered “handyman” work for 
fellow peasants to survive. Legally, He and His family were not Roman citizens, 
legally categorized by Rome as “non persona.” [Christ] spent His adult life 
essentially homeless and dependent upon the hospitality of others. He ended His life 
falsely convicted, dying the most humiliating and torturous death that a tyrannical 
government could devise. 

An oft-neglected emphasis in the New Testament author’s explanation of 
Christ’s resurrection is justification in the sense of vindication (Rom 4:25). There is 
good evidence, however, that this was a major theme in apostolic preaching (e.g. 
Acts 2:36; 5:30-31). Throughout the Hebrew Scriptures, Israel’s God identifies with 
the powerless and the poor. Throughout the Hebrew Scriptures, He promises them 
not only healing and restoration but also justice. He promises that the day will come 
when He will once again order the world aright, vindicating them and lifting them 
up while those who have oppressed them, profited from their misery, and done 
them harm will be laid low. Christ’s resurrection is the beginning of the fulfillment 
of that promise.  



Memory Eternal! – Вѣчная память! – Věčnaja pamjat! 
Newly Departed (Parishioners in Bold): 

Mit. Apr. Nicholas Timko (5/16)    Apr. John Winfrey (5/25)    Evelyn Telesko (6/1) 

We Remember the Anniversaries of the Departed: 
Nadezhda Udodow (6/20/1974)    John Haverlack (6/20/2008)    John Lazorchak (6/21/1978) 

Charles Martin (6/21/1974)    Anna Kotyk (6/23/2008)    Albert Abraham (6/25/1975) 

John Borsos (6/27/1969)    Paul Vargo (6/27/2013)    Gabrielle Ursula Cronin (6/27/2019) 

Stephen Sahyda (6/28/1970) 

Many Years! – Многая лѣта! – Mnohaja i blahaja lěta! 
Namedays: 

John Simko, Sr. (6/24)    John Simko, Jr. (6/24)    John Petronka (6/24) 

Birthdays: 
Mary Ann Zupancic (6/20)     Kevin Rudolph (6/22)    Darcie Burkholder (6/24) 

Melissa Ruffing (6/28) 

Anniversaries: 
Richard & Aimee Eismont (6/24) 

We pray for the health and salvation of: 
All those suffering from the spiritual, 

bodily, material, and financial effects of 
the Coronavirus 

Met. Theodosius (Lazor) 
Igumen Patrick (Carpenter) 
Apr. John (Horosky) 
Apr. George & Pres. Dianthe (Livanos) 
Apr. John (Reeves) 
Apr. Michael (Hatrak) 
Pr. Benjamin (Tucci) 
Mat. Natasha (Lazor) 
Mat. Kelly Elizabeth (Oleynik) 
Mat. Alexandra (Safchuk) 
Mat. Cindy (Voytovich) 
Shirley (Brookman) 
John (Boschuk) 
Brittany & her children (Bujanowski) 
Darcie (Burkholder) 
Elaine (Gwen Bushko) 
Elizabeth (Demsher) 
Shirley (Lazorchak) 
Janice (Lenart) 

Donald (Marsico) 
Albert (Maruskin) 
Brandon (Mayberry) 
Gregg (Nescott) 
Robert & René (O’Brien) 
John (Petronka) 
Peter & Dorothy (Petronka) 
Michael & Mary (Pirih) 
Gabriel (Prince) 
Anastasia (Rudolph) 
Kyra (Schenken) 
Carol (Sweda) 
Dennis (Sweda) 
Evelyn (Telesko) 
Luis (Thompson) 
Stephen (Urchick) 
Mary Kay (Weber) 
Mary Ann (Zupancic) 
 
Catechumens: Anthony (Carson), Frank 
(Sullivan), Daniel, & Emily (Thacker) 
Inquirer: Hannah (McClendon)

 


