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We welcome you today! 

We are happy that you have joined us for worship today, and warmly invite you 

to join us for coffee and fellowship downstairs in our hall after the Liturgy. 

Fr. John would be more than happy to speak with you after today’s service. 

http://www.frunner.org/
http://www.facebook.com/frunneroca/
mailto:frjohnkotalik@gmail.com


Upcoming Schedule at St. John’s 

January 12, Sunday: 
-9:30 AM, Divine Liturgy, followed by Installation of Parish Council for 2020 

January 14, Tuesday: 
-10 AM to 12 Noon, Fr. John’s Office Hours 

January 15, Wednesday: 
-10 AM to 12 Noon, Fr. John’s Office Hours 
-6:30 PM, Moleben to St. John the Baptist 

January 16, Thursday: 
-9:00 AM, Breakfast w/ Fr. John @ Shelley’s Pike Inn, 144 W Pike St, Houston 
-11 AM to 12 Noon, Fr. John’s Office Hours 

January 17, Friday: 
-9:00 AM, Solemn Typica for St. Anthony 

January 18, Saturday: 
-4:15 PM, General Pannikhida (Parastas for All Souls) 
-5:00 PM, Vespers 

January 19, Sunday: 
-9:30 AM, Divine Liturgy 

January 21, Tuesday: 
-10 AM to 12 Noon, Fr. John’s Office Hours 

January 22, Wednesday: 
-10 AM to 12 Noon, Fr. John’s Office Hours 
-6:30 PM, Moleben to St. Xenia of St. Petersburg 

January 23, Thursday: 
-9:00 AM, Breakfast w/ Fr. John @ Shelley’s Pike Inn, 144 W Pike St, Houston 
-11 AM to 12 Noon, Fr. John’s Office Hours 

January 24, Friday: 
-9:00 AM, Solemn Typica for St. Xenia of St. Petersburg 

January 25, Saturday: 
-5:00 PM, Vespers 

January 26, Sunday: 
-9:30 AM, Divine Liturgy 

January 28, Tuesday: 
-10 AM to 12 Noon, Fr. John’s Office Hours 



January 29, Wednesday: 
-10 AM to 12 Noon, Fr. John’s Office Hours 
-6:30 PM, Vespers 

January 30, Thursday (Three Holy Hierarchs): 
-9 AM, Liturgy @ Ellwood City Monastery 

February 1, Saturday: 
-5:00 PM, Vespers for the Feast of Candlemas (General Confession 2/8) 

February 2, Sunday (Meeting of the Lord in the Temple: Candlemas): 
-9:30 AM, Divine Liturgy 

Events 

Dec. 29-Jan. 26 – Blanket Drive 

The Junior ‘O’ Club is collecting new and gently-used blankets to benefit the 

Marianna Christian Outreach Center and our area’s homeless. Thanks for your 

support! 

Jan. 30, Thursday – Clergy Appreciation Day at the Monastery 

Holy Transfiguration Monastery invites us all the clergy and laity in the 

Pittsburgh area to join them for their annual clergy appreciation day on the feast 

of the three great pastors and theologians of the Church: Ss. Basil the Great, 

Gregory the Theologian, and John Chrysostom.  If you would like to hitch a ride 

with Fr. John, please let him know. 

Feb. 8, Saturday – Archdiocesan Clergy/Laity Retreat 

Please join us at 10 AM at Holy Resurrection, 222 Mary St, Belle Vernon, for an 

Akathist to St. Herman and to hear Fr. Steven Voytovich speak on “Our Life in 

Christ in 2020”.  We will be done by 2 PM.  $10 registration includes lunch. RSVP 

by Feb. 4. Make checks out to the “Archdiocese of Pittsburgh and Western PA - 

OCA” and send them to the Archdiocesan Chancery: Archdiocese of Pgh and W 

PA, PO Box 1769, Cranberry Twp., PA 16066-1769. 

Feb. 11, Tuesday – Quarterly Deanery Meeting 

St. Nicholas Orthodox Church, 1 St Nicholas Dr, Donora, will be hosting our 

quarterly deanery meeting.  Divine Liturgy will be at 9 AM, and all the faithful of 

our deanery are encouraged to attend.  The clergy will then have their meeting, 

discussing the life of our Southwest Deanery and things which can be done to 

better witness to the Orthodox Christian Faith here in the southwest corner of the 

Archdiocese of Pittsburgh. 



Feb. 15, Saturday – Readers’ Workshop 

From 10 AM to 2 PM, Fr. John will be hosting a workshop for church readers, 

focusing on volume, pitch, articulation, and diction, in order to better prepare us 

for reading the Hours, the Epistle at Divine Liturgy, and for the upcoming 

services of Lent. Please consider taking advantage of this opportunity to improve 

our ability to prayerful proclaim the words of the Scriptures and hymns! Lunch 

will be included, so please let Fr. John if you would like to help with lunch. 

Apr. 4, Saturday – Archdiocesan Lenten Retreat 

Our parish has been asked to host the Lenten Retreat for our Archdiocese of 

Pittsburgh, which is a blessing for us, as it means we can attend without 

traveling far! This year, the retreat will be led by Mat. Valerie Zahirsky, who will 

be speaking of the subject of “Surprising Saints”: how the triumphs and struggles 

of holy people can inspire our lives.  The tentative schedule is that will begin with 

Liturgy for the Saturday of the Akathist (Laudation) of the Theotokos at 9:30 AM, 

followed by a light lenten breakfast, and then Mat. Valerie’s talk will commence 

at around 11, lasting until 1 PM.  Please see Anita Prince if you would like to 

help prepare the strict lenten meal. 

House Blessing Plan 

Fr. John intends on visiting each and every family home in our parish, and on 

evenings and weekends will be visiting 2-4 homes nearby each other in the 

weeks following the Feast of Theophany.  However, a sign-up sheet has been 

placed on the welcome table to allow those who would like Fr. John to visit on a 

particular day and time to do so.  In many places, it is common for the priest’s 

visit for the house blessing to be an opportunity for families to open their homes 

for parties (to which they invite friends, neighbors, family, and fellow 

parishioners), and even if not desiring to host a party, some families like to offer 

a meal for the priest and his family.  Please mark these options if desired, so that 

Fr. John can plan accordingly.  Fr. John had planned to have a full schedule by 

this Sunday, but our slots keeps filling up and he would rather have people sign 

up than assign them a time.  Please sign up after Liturgy today if you haven’t!  

Those who haven’t signed up you will be included on the schedule which will 

likely be published next Sunday, January 19th.  If the date you are placed on the 

schedule does not work for you, please see Fr. John to reschedule.  If you haven’t 

filled out a contact/directory card yet, please do so! 



House Blessing Check List 

Some have been asking what is needed on their end when Fr. John arrives, so: 

• A white cloth, laid out on a table around which the household will gather.  

This is a tradition which seems to have fallen away in some places, but it is 

customary to have a white cloth or tablecloth laid out whenever the priest 

comes to offer a service in one’s home.  This is a way of elevating and 

sanctifying the otherwise mundane table as a place offered in purity to God.  

Some families have embroidered cloths, but most use a clean white cloth. 

• An icon or icons to place on the table. 

• A bowl with holy water (Fr. John will have holy water in case you don’t), 

which can be carried around the house. 

• A candle and candlestick; the head of the house will lead Fr. John and those 

present around the home, so make sure it has something to catch the wax 

from getting on your floors. 

• A list of names of all the living and departed members of the house/family. 

House Blessing Food 

Fr. John would love to accept anything you have to offer him, but he would like 

everyone to know that he is allergic to shellfish, bell peppers, coffee, and 

chocolate, while Mat. Janine is allergic to pineapple. However, they both love tea! 

Why We Bless Homes 

Some have asked why we bless homes, or why we must bless our homes each 

and every year.  As we heard at the Feast of Theophany, the Jordan River was 

turned back by the baptism of Christ.  The world, corrupted by human sin, has 

been renewed by the coming of our Lord in the flesh, and it is through the 

baptismal waters sanctified by Christ that we are born again.  As Christians, we 

are called to sanctify not just our lives, but the world around us, drawing that 

world we corrupted by our sin into this regeneration in Jesus Christ.  From the 

feast of Holy Theophany, we take these waters and bless the church building, 

ourselves, and our homes, thereby bringing our lives into this new birth in 

Christ, and the scars and demons brought by our sins, lurking in our dwellings, 

are cast out.  Just as we sin and come back to the Lord through confession, we 

must always be struggling to bring this renewal to the world corrupted by sin, 

and this must start at home: from there, it can spread throughout our daily lives.  



Memory Eternal! – Вѣчная память! – Věčnaja pamjat! 
Newly Departed (Parishioners in Bold): 

Anna Haverlack (12/7)   Petar Jerković (12/8)   Milica (Srpska) (12/8) 

Julie Logan (12/13)    Apr. Stephen Shuga (12/16)        Dn. Hennok Soot (12/24) 

Eleanor Comstock (12/30) 

We Remember the Anniversaries of the Departed: 
Mary Godish (1/12/1986) James Marley (1/12/1989) Helen Brunasky (1/13/2013) 

John Zubenko (1/15/1999) Robert Wright (1/15/2014) Mary Suwak (1/17/1998) 

Many Years! – Многая лѣта! – Mnohaja i blahaja lěta! 
Namedays: 

 Dn. Theodosius Onest (1/11)   Rd. Anthony Kolarsky (1/17) 

 Anthony Cario (1/17)    Nina Onest (1/14) 

Birthdays: 
 Sonia Blaha (1/13)    Rd. John Thompson (1/16) 

Anniversaries: 
Gabriel & Anita Prince (1/15/72) 

For the health and salvation of: 
Met. Theodosius (Lazor) 

Apr. Paul (Lazor) 

Apr. John (Horosky) 

Apr. John (Reeves) 

Apr. Michael (Hatrak) 

Mat. Kelly Elizabeth (Oleynik) 

Mat. Alexandra (Safchuk) 

Mat. Emily (Shuga) 

Sonia (Blaha) 

John (Boschuk) 

Darcie (Burkholder) 

Elaine (Gwen Bushko) 

Elizabeth (Demsher) 

Janice (Lenart) 

Donald (Marsico) 

Grace (Matyuf) 

John (Petronka) 

Gabriel (Prince) 

Anastasia (Rudolph) 

Mary (Stirk) 

Carol (Sweda) 

Dennis (Sweda) 

Evelyn (Telesko) 

Luis (Thompson) 

Martha (Zotov) 

Mary Ann (Zupancic) 

Justin & Alexis, and the child to be born 

of her (DeArmitt) 

Joseph & Katherine, and the child to be 

born of her (Helinski) 

Catechumens: Frank Sullivan; 

Daniel & Emily Thacker

 



Parish Directory Card  Use the back if more room is needed! 

Household/Family: 

 

Anniversary: 

Address: Home Phone: 

Member: 

 

Cell Phone: Email: 

 Patron Saint: 

 

Birthday: 

 

Member: 

 

Cell Phone: Email: 

 Patron Saint: 

 

Birthday: 

 

Member: 

 

Cell Phone: Email: 

 Patron Saint: 

 

Birthday: 

 

Member: 

 

Cell Phone: Email: 

 Patron Saint: 

 

Birthday: 

 

Member: 

 

Cell Phone: Email: 

 Patron Saint: 

 

Birthday: 

 

Notes: 

Do you know of any relatives or shut-ins whom Fr. John should visit or get in 

touch with? If so, use the back and try to list their name and contact information. 


