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We welcome you today! 

We are happy that you have joined us for worship today, and warmly invite you 

to join us for coffee and fellowship downstairs in our hall after the Liturgy. 

Fr. John would be more than happy to speak with you after today’s service. 

http://www.frunner.org/
http://www.facebook.com/frunneroca/
mailto:frjohnkotalik@gmail.com


This Week’s Schedule at St. John’s 

January 5, Sunday: 
-9:30 AM, Divine Liturgy and Vespers for Theophany Eve 
-6:30 PM, Matins for Theophany 
January 6, Monday (Holy Theophany – God’s Epiphany on Earth): 
-9:00 AM, Divine Liturgy and Great Blessing of Water 
January 7, Tuesday (Synaxis of St. John the Baptist – one of our parish feasts!) 
-9:00 AM, Deanery Divine Liturgy 
January 8, Wednesday 
-6:30 PM, Great Blessing of Water 
January 9, Thursday 
-10 AM to 12 Noon, Fr. John’s Office Hours 
January 11, Saturday: 
-11:00 AM, Deanery Blessing of the Monongahela River 
 @Monongahela Aquatorium, 200 Railroad St, Monongahela, PA 
-5:00 PM, Vespers, followed by General Confession 
January 12, Sunday: 
-9:30 AM, Divine Liturgy, followed by Installation of Parish Council for 2020 

Events 

Dec. 29-Jan. 26 – Blanket Drive 

The Junior ‘O’ Club is collecting new and gently-used blankets to benefit the 

Marianna Christian Outreach Center and our area’s homeless. Thanks for your 

support! 

Jan. 11, Saturday – Blessing of the Monongahela River 

Fr. John Parker of St. Nicholas in Donora invites us all to join our brother clergy 

and laity to celebrate the Great Blessing of Waters at the riverside Monongahela 

Aquatorium, 200 Railroad St, Monongahela, PA.  If you would like to join for 

lunch afterwards, please let Fr. Kotalik know so that he can report to Fr. Parker. 

Feb. 8, Saturday – Archdiocesan Clergy/Laity Retreat 

Please join us at 10 AM at Holy Resurrection, 222 Mary St, Belle Vernon, for an 

Akathist to St. Herman and to hear Fr. Steven Voytovich speak on “Our Life in 

Christ in 2020”.  We will be done by 2 PM.  $10 registration includes lunch. RSVP 

by Feb. 4. Make checks out to the “Archdiocese of Pittsburgh and Western PA - 

OCA” and send them to the Archdiocesan Chancery: Archdiocese of Pgh and W 

PA, PO Box 1769, Cranberry Twp., PA 16066-1769. 



Feb. 15, Saturday – Readers’ Workshop 

From 10 AM to 2 PM, Fr. John will be hosting a workshop for church readers, 

focusing on volume, pitch, articulation, and diction, in order to better prepare us 

for reading the Hours, the Epistle at Divine Liturgy, and for the upcoming 

services of Lent. Please consider taking advantage of this opportunity to improve 

our ability to prayerful proclaim the words of the Scriptures and hymns! Lunch 

will be included, so please let Fr. John if you would like to help with lunch. 

House Blessing Plan 

Fr. John intends on visiting each and every family home in our parish, and on 

evenings and weekends will be visiting 2-4 homes nearby each other in the 

weeks following the Feast of Theophany.  However, a sign-up sheet has been 

placed on the welcome table to allow those who would like Fr. John to visit on a 

particular day and time to do so.  In many places, it is common for the priest’s 

visit for the house blessing to be an opportunity for families to open their homes 

for parties (to which they invite friends, neighbours, family, and fellow 

parishioners), and even if not desiring to host a party, some families like to offer 

a meal for the priest and his family.  Please mark these options if desired, so that 

Fr. John can plan accordingly.  Whether you sign up or not, you will be included 

on the schedule which will published next Sunday, January 12th.  If the date you 

are placed on the schedule does not work for you, please see Fr. John to 

reschedule.  If your family does not appear on the schedule, it means you aren’t 

in the photo directory or didn’t fill out a directory card, so please get those in! 

House Blessing Check List 

Some have been asking what is needed on their end when Fr. John arrives, so: 

• A white cloth, laid out on a table around which the household will gather. 

• An icon or icons to place on the table. 

• A bowl with holy water (Fr. John will have holy water in case you don’t), 

which can be carried around the house. 

• A candle and candlestick; the head of the house will lead Fr. John and those 

present around the home, so make sure it has something to catch the wax 

from getting on your floors. 

• A list of names of all the living and departed members of the house/family. 

 



House Blessing Misc. 

Fr. John would love to accept anything you have to offer him, but he would like 

everyone to know that he is allergic to shellfish, bell peppers, coffee, and 

chocolate, while Mat. Janine is allergic to pineapple. However, they both love tea! 

A common question at this time of year revolves around ‘treby’, the money 

given as an offering of thanks for the priest’s time and effort for his offering of 

services of need (‘treba’), such as funerals, baptisms, memorials, or house 

blessings.  Please know that all services performed by the priest are completely 

free – to charge for the sacraments and other prayers is the great sin of Simony, 

(named for the wicked Simon Magus, who hoped to profit from the prayers of 

God’s Church) – and one of the major reasons the priest is paid a salary is to 

enable him to be available to perform these services of need whenever he is 

called upon to do so.  However, priests will always gladly accept whatever the 

faithful desire to offer with thanks, just as one who serves at table will gladly 

accept a tip, especially when services add a burden on the priest’s time and 

energy.  That being said, one should only give if they have the means do to so, 

and only if they have first considered the parish’s needs, lest they rob the coffers 

of the Church to tip its servant who is already paid.  Everyone should feel 

comfortable giving as much or little as they feel they can or should give, and Fr. 

John expects no treby for his services, though greatly appreciates whatever he 

receives.  It is also important to remember to consider offering something to the 

choir director and deacon(s) if they are serving with the priest. 


