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We welcome you today! 

We are happy that you have joined us for worship today, and warmly invite you 

to join us for coffee and fellowship downstairs in our hall after the Liturgy. 

Fr. John would be more than happy to speak with you after today’s service. 

http://www.frunner.org/
http://www.facebook.com/frunneroca/
mailto:frjohnkotalik@gmail.com


This Week’s Schedule at St. John’s 

December 29, Sunday: 
-9:30 AM, Divine Liturgy 

December 31, Tuesday: 
-6:00 PM, Vespers 

January 1, Wednesday (Circumcision of Christ/St. Basil’s Day): 
-10:00 AM, Divine Liturgy 
-6:30 PM, Moleben for the New Year 

January 2, Thursday (Ss. Seraphim of Sarov & Juliana of Lazarevo): 
-9:00 AM, Solemn Typica (Pro-Liturgy) 
-11 AM to 12 Noon, Fr. John’s Office Hours 

January 3, Friday: 
-9:00 AM, Royal Hours of Theophany 
-11 AM to 12 Noon, Fr. John’s Office Hours 
-6 PM to 9 PM, St. John’s Community Night – bring your friends! 

January 4, Saturday: 
-5:00 PM, Vespers, followed by General Confession 

January 5, Sunday: 
-9:30 AM, Divine Liturgy and Vespers for Theophany Eve 
-6:30 PM, Matins for Theophany 

January 6, Monday (Holy Theophany – God’s Epiphany on Earth): 
-9:00 AM, Divine Liturgy and Great Blessing of Water 

January 7, Tuesday (Synaxis of St. John the Baptist – one of our parish feasts!) 
-9:00 AM, Deanery Divine Liturgy 

January 8, Wednesday 
-6:30 PM, Great Blessing of Water 

January 9, Thursday 
-10 AM to 12 Noon, Fr. John’s Office Hours 

January 10, Friday 
-10 AM to 12 Noon, Fr. John’s Office Hours 

January 11, Saturday: 
-5:00 PM, Vespers, followed by Confession 

January 12, Sunday: 
-9:30 AM, Divine Liturgy, followed by Installation of Parish Council for 2020 



The Eucharistic Fast 

When we prepare to receive the Holy Body and Blood of Christ in the Liturgy 

of the Eucharist, we are called to remember that “man does not live by bread 

alone” and to place our hope not on the corruptible and fleeting food of this 

earth, but rather on the Bread of Heaven: our Lord Jesus Christ.  To effect this – 

medical exceptions and necessities not withstanding – we fast from food, drink 

(even coffee!), smoking, and all other worldly distractions from midnight until 

the end of the Liturgy at which we partake of Holy Communion (given our 

current, emotionally charged political climate, keeping the new radio off while 

we drive to church is probably a good idea too!). 

However, what do we do with afternoon Liturgies, such as we have coming 

up on Christmas Eve? Or what about when we would like to share a midnight 

toast with our friends and neighbors on New Year’s Eve but still commune in the 

morning for the Feast of the Circumcision of Christ & St. Basil’s Day? 

For Christmas Eve, the whole reason for it being a Vesperal Liturgy served in 

the afternoon is because it is meant to be an opportunity for greater fasting on 

the Eve of our Lord’s Nativity: to those whom much is given, much is asked.  

Thus, we should still strive to keep the Eucharistic Fast from midnight as best we 

are able and as our strength permits.  If you absolutely must consume something, 

it should not be done lightly, it should be as small and as early as possible. 

For New Year’s Eve, the commonly practiced dispensation is that those who 

would like to toast the New Year at midnight might do so, but that when their 

midnight drink is consumed (and perhaps after a little water too), they will begin 

their Eucharistic Fast.  Because of our delayed beginning of the Eucharistic Fast, 

and in the hopes that more people will show up if they are given a chance to 

sleep longer after New Year’s Eve, Fr. John will be serving the Divine Liturgy an 

hour later – at 10 AM – rather than our normal 9 AM time for weekdays. 

Library Donations? 

Thank God, we now have three adult catechumens at the parish! However, there 

are a few books which Fr. John would like to have added to our extensive parish 

library so that we can loan them out to these catechumen, as well as anyone else 

who might be interested in learning more about our Orthodox Faith.  Please see 

Fr. John if you are interested in purchasing a book for the parish library. 



Community Night – Fri, Jan 3, 6-9 PM 

Please join us in light-hearted fellowship as we open our doors to our 

community. This evening is for anyone from inside and outside our parish who 

would like to have a free evening out. We will have a craft, watch a movie (“The 

Lion King”, 2019), and have a snack. This is a great opportunity to invite people 

to some “see” the church in an informal way. Please pass along our invitation 

and come spend some time with us! 

House Blessing Directory Data 

It’s that time of the year again: after the Feast of Theophany, Fr. John will begin 

to visit all our homes to bless them with the renewing, baptismal waters of the 

Jordan River.  As a first step in preparing for this process – as well as a general 

good for our parish – Fr. John would like to work to gather a fuller picture of 

who we have in our parish, and where everyone lives.  While our photo 

directory from last year is wonderful, it does not include everyone who attends 

our parish.  The last page of this week’s bulletin is dedicated to helping us gather 

the necessary information for a fuller directory.  Please fill this out – either after 

Liturgy today or over the course of the week – and then tear or cut it off to place 

it in a basket at the candle desk.  Thanks! 

House Blessing Plan 

Fr. John intends on visiting each and every family home in our parish, and on 

evenings and weekends will be visiting 2-4 homes nearby each other in the 

weeks following the Feast of Theophany.  However, a sign-up sheet has been 

placed on the welcome table to allow those who would like Fr. John to visit on a 

particular day and time to do so.  In many places, it is common for the priest’s 

visit for the house blessing to be an opportunity for families to open their homes 

for parties (to which they invite friends, neighbours, family, and fellow 

parishioners), and even if not desiring to host a party, some families like to offer 

a meal for the priest and his family.  Please mark these options if desired, so that 

Fr. John can plan accordingly.  Whether you sign up or not, you will be included 

on the schedule which will published next Sunday, January 5th.  If the date you 

are placed on the schedule does not work for you, please see Fr. John to 

reschedule.  If your family does not appear on the schedule, it means you aren’t 

in the photo directory or didn’t fill out a comment card, so please get those in! 



How did the Christmas Schedule Work for You? 

Fr. John is curious how this year’s schedule of services for Christmas worked for 

you.  He was pleasantly surprised by the large turnout for Vesperal Liturgy, but 

would moving it a bit earlier than 1 PM help more people to come, especially 

with Holy Supper in mind?  What about Pre-Festal Matins at 9 AM: would doing 

those services at 7:30 AM help you to show up? Now is the time to let Fr. John 

know, while it is still fresh in all our minds! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Memory Eternal! – Вѣчная память! – Věčnaja pamjat! 
Newly Departed (Parishioners in Bold): 

Mary Chopak (11/28)  Dn. Gregory Jewett (11/29)  John Shreiber (12/3) 

Anna Haverlack (12/7) Petar Jerković (12/8)   Milica (Srpska) (12/8) 

Julie Logan (12/13)           Apr. Stephen Shuga (12/16)        Dn. Hennok Soot (12/24) 

We Remember the Anniversaries of the Departed: 
 Esther Haverlack (12/30/2005)  Stephen Zaken (12/31/1990) 

Helen Bushko (1/1/1998) 

Many Years! – Многая лѣта! – Mnohaja i blahaja lěta! 
Namedays: 

David Campbell (12/29) David Schenken (12/29) Mat. Annice Oleynik (12/30) 

 Melina Killmeyer (12/31)  Richard Vasily Blaha (1/1) 

Birthdays: 
Geraldine Petronka (12/29) Dawn Simko (12/31)  Megan Geer (1/3) 

For the health and salvation of: 
Met. Theodosius (Lazor) 

Apr. Paul (Lazor) 

Apr. John (Horosky) 

Apr. John (Reeves) 

Apr. Gregory (Hatrak) 

Mat. Kelly Elizabeth (Oleynik) 

Mat. Alexandra (Safchuk) 

Mat. Emily (Shuga) 

Sonia (Blaha) 

John (Boschuk) 

Darcie (Burkholder) 

Elaine (Gwen Bushko) 

Eleanor (Comstock) 

Donald (Marsico) 

Grace (Matyuf) 

John (Petronka) 

Gabriel (Prince) 

Anastasia (Rudolph) 

Mary (Stirk) 

Abigail (Strennen) 

Carol (Sweda) 

Dennis (Sweda) 

Evelyn (Telesko) 

Luis (Thompson) 

Martha (Zotov) 

Justin & Alexis, and the child to be born 

of her (DeArmitt) 

Joseph & Katherine and the child to be 

born of her (Helinski) 

 

Catechumens: Frank Sullivan; 

Daniel & Emily Thacker

 

 



Parish Directory Card  Use the back if more room is needed! 

Household/Family: 

 

Anniversary: 

Address: Home Phone: 

Member: 

 

Cell Phone: Email: 

 Patron Saint: 

 

Birthday: 

 

Member: 

 

Cell Phone: Email: 

 Patron Saint: 

 

Birthday: 

 

Member: 

 

Cell Phone: Email: 

 Patron Saint: 

 

Birthday: 

 

Member: 

 

Cell Phone: Email: 

 Patron Saint: 

 

Birthday: 

 

Member: 

 

Cell Phone: Email: 

 Patron Saint: 

 

Birthday: 

 

Notes: 

Do you know of any relatives or shut-ins whom Fr. John should visit or get in 

touch with? If so, use the back and try to list their name and contact information. 


