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We welcome you today! 

We are happy that you have joined us for worship today, and warmly invite you 

to join us for coffee and fellowship downstairs in our hall after the Liturgy. 

Fr. John would be more than happy to speak with you after today’s service. 

http://www.frunner.org/
http://www.facebook.com/frunneroca/
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This Week’s Schedule at St. John’s 

November 17, Sunday: 
-9:30 AM, Divine Liturgy 
 Ladies’ Altar Society Meeting 
 Junior O Club Meeting 
 Outreach Committee Meeting 

November 19, Tuesday: 
-10 AM to 12 Noon, Fr. John’s Office Hours 
-6:00 PM, Canonsburg Ministerial Association Town Hall Meeting 
 @ Canonsburg United Presbyterian Church, 112 W Pike St 

November 20, Wednesday: 
-6:30 PM, Vespers for the Entrance of the Mother of God into the Temple 
 Followed by Confession 

November 21, Thursday (ENTRY OF THE THEOTOKOS): 
-9:00 AM, Divine Liturgy for the Entrance of the Mother of God into the Temple 

November 22, Friday: 
-10 AM to 12 Noon, Fr. John’s Office Hours 
-6:00 PM, Small Compline, followed by Confession 
-7:00 PM, Christmas Carol Rehearsal of Old-Fashioned Christmas 

November 23, Saturday: 
-9:00 AM, Divine Liturgy for St. Alexander Nevsky 

@ St. Alexander Nevsky Cathedral, 8290 Thompson Run Rd, Allison Park 
-11:00-1:00, Thanksgiving Roll Bake Sale 
-5:00 PM, Vespers 
-6:00 PM, Choir Rehearsal for Parish Choir 

November 24, Sunday: 
-9:30 AM, Divine Liturgy 

November 25, Monday: 
-7:00 PM, Canonsburg Tree Lighting Ceremony Choir Rehearsal, dir. Fr. John 
 Here @ St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church, Canonsburg 
 (The next week will be at All Saints Greek Orthodox Church) 

 

 

 



St. Anna & Canonsburg Old Fashioned Christmas 

The weekend of Dec. 6-8 is going to be filled with outreach opportunities: 

• Friday, Dec. 6th, 4-9 PM: We will have a tent and be handing out hot cocoa at 

our town’s Old Fashioned Christmas festival.  Please see Fr. John or Juliana 

Cario if you would like to join or sponsor hand-out materials. 

• Saturday morning, Dec. 7th, 10 AM: Visitation of the myrrh-streaming icon of 

St. Anna from St. Tikhon’s Monastery, beginning with a Moleben and 

followed by light lenten meal and talk by Fr. Sergius, abbot of the monastery, 

on “Salvation in the Modern World”. 

• Saturday, Dec. 7th, Noon-9PM:  We will again be manning a booth and 

handing out hot cocoa. 

• Saturday evening, Dec. 7th, 5 or 5:30 (time TBD), the festival committee has 

asked that we and All Saints’ Greek Orthodox Church lead the town in song 

for the tree-lighting ceremony.  Fr. John will be directing a combined choir. 

• Later that evening, at 8:30 PM, Fr. John has been asked to lead a choir in 

showcasing our Carpatho-Russian Carols, for which we will be assembling a 

pan-parish choir.  If you are interested in singing, please see Fr. John. 

• On Sunday, Dec. 8th, at 4 PM, to “crown” the weekend and the town’s 

festivities, we will be hosting a Christmas Concert sung by “Prayer Arise”, 

our Church’s regional men’s choir under the direction Rd. Peter Merella of 

Holy Resurrection in Belle Vernon.  This also happens to be World Choral 

Day, which makes such a concert all the more able to be advertised! 

Please see Fr. John if you are able to help in any way! 

Seminarian Giving Tree 

The Junior O Club is sponsoring a giving tree to help seminarian families this 

Christmas through the purchase of gift cards to help meet their needs. Hanging 

on the tree are paper ornament cutouts and on each is a $10 donation of cash or 

check to be made toward the purchase of gift cards. The donations will be 

accumulated at the Fundability table and then used to purchase gift cards to 

stores near them like Walmart. Please help us clear the ornaments from the tree 

and spread some Christmas cheer to the seminarian families. Donations are due 

December 1. Thank you in advance for your support. 



Summer Intern Possibility 

Our parish has been approached with the possibility of hosting a summer intern 

from St. Tikhon’s: Peter Simko, who grew up in Youngstown, Ohio, but comes to 

seminary from Columbus.  As far as we can tell, he has no relation to our Simkos 

here.  He would shadow Fr. John and offer homilies and talks, as well as be 

available to help out with the choir as a trained choir director.  A former 

engineer, he is also an experienced event/logistics planner, social media 

manager, and an all-around good guy who would greatly contribute to the life of 

our parish!  While we should be honored to be seen as such an exemplary parish 

by the seminary, the most important detail in being able to have him here for 10 

weeks this summer involves finding someone – or several persons/families – 

who would be able to host him, his wife, and their two cats over the course of the 

internship.  If you are able, please see Fr. John so that we can get an answer to 

him soon; if we cannot host him, we need to be able to let him know with enough 

time to find another host parish. 

Reverse Advent Calendar 

If you’re looking for a great way to share with your families this Christmas 

season, join the Canonsburg (Senior) O Club in assembling a “Reverse Advent 

Calendar” of non-perishable goods during Advent. 

1. Pick up the provided list of food items and calendar box. 

2. Starting with the first day of Advent (November 15th), take an item each 

day from your pantry and put it into your box. 

3. When completed, box up your items and bring them to the church. The 

target date to finish is December 8th.  If completed early, bring them early! 

The boxes will then be gifted to those in need within the parish, local food 

banks, etc.  If you know someone in need, please see. Fr. John. 

This is an easy way to give back, and will not only bless those in need in our 

community, but keep your family focused on the true meaning in this holiday 

season.  No matter how you choose to give, at least consider doing something 

small for those in need this Christmas season.  It will be a blessing not only for 

those who receive, but you, the giver, will also be blessed.  If you have any 

questions, please see Taisia Zupancic or any O Club member, who are excited to 

have you join us as we bless others who may need an extra gift this year! 



Archbishop Job Memorial Scholarship Fund 

St. John’s Orthodox Church in Black Lack is establishing a scholarship in honor 

of Archbishop Job of blessed memory, to assist seminarians at St. Tikhon’s 

Seminary (Abp. Job’s alma mater).  It will be awarded yearly beginning with the 

2020-21 academic year.  Students from the Archdiocese of Western Pennsylvania, 

and specifically the Eastern Deanery, will be given priority.  Those wishing to 

contribute to the scholarship fund should make contributions payable to “The 

Archbishop Job Memorial Scholarship Fund” in the care of St. John’s Orthodox 

Church, P.O. Box 464, Black Lick, PA 15716. 

Cookie Walk 

The Ladies’ Altar Society is organizing a cookie walk in conjunction with their 

Christmas Bake Sale (and on the same day as our Men’s Group Kielbasa Sale).  

We are asking for as many families as possible to commit to making six (6) dozen 

cookies for the cookie walk.  Cookies like how Baba used to make are usually the 

best sellers, rather than the kinds of cookies you can grab down at the grocery 

store (think Russian tea cakes instead of chocolate chip, which never sell well as 

such events). Bakers, expect a visit from Mat. Janine during coffee hour today! 

Please contact her at janinekotalik@gmail.com or 732-320-8126 if you’d like to 

contribute some cookies and she misses you! 

Christmas Shopping through Fundability 

See something nice to buy on Amazon? Before you buy, get the value you need 

in the form of a gift card from our Fundability Table at coffee hour and 2.25% of 

the value of that gift card will go to our growth and development fund! What 

about at Best Buy (4%), or something simple at Target (2.5%)?  Many gift cards 

for restaurants give a bigger percentage back to our parish, such as Bob Evans 

(10%), but maybe you want to give a coworker a gift card for Starbucks (7%) 

instead.  If we don’t have a card for your store in stock, we can usually order one 

for you if they participate in the program.  Please consider doing your Christmas 

shopping through the Fundability table: it costs us nothing extra, and helps to 

fund our parish! 
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Events 

Nov. 23, Saturday – Ladies’ Altar Society Thanksgiving Bake Sale 

Our Ladies’ Altar Society will be having their bake sale, from 11 to 1, of rolls for 

Thanksgiving.  Please invite your friends as well! 

Nov. 25, Monday – Order for Monongahela’s Halupki Sale: 

Our sister parish of the Nativity of the Virgin Mary in Monongahela is selling 

cabbage rolls.  If you are interested, please call or text Linda Toscano by Nov. 25: 

724-972-2307.  Your order can then be picked up on Dec. 7, by notification until 

4:00 PM.  They ask that you bring your own containers. 

Nov. 29, Friday – Black Friday Charity Opportunity 

After a day of giving thanks, the Outreach Committee would like to invite you to 

put that thanksgiving into action by giving back to those in need.   

Please consider joining them in helping to pack over one million meals for the 

hungry at the third annual “Amen to Action”, from 9am to 12:30pm downtown 

at the David L. Lawrence Convention Center, 1000 Fort Duquesne Boulevard.  

Registration is required, and slots fill up quickly: www.amentoaction.org.  Please 

see Marcie Killmeyer (412-445-8482; map_turtle@hotmail.com) for more 

information. 

Dec. 6-8, Fri/Sat/Sun – St. Anna, Canonsburg Old-Fashioned Christmas 

Outreach Opportunity, and Christmas Concert. 

Please see above for more information. 

Dec. 9-10, Mon/Tues – Kielbasa Making. 

Please join the Men’s Group in making our Christmas kielbasa. 

Dec. 14, Saturday – Ladies’ Altar Society Bake Sale & Cookie Walk 

Our Ladies’ Altar Society will be having their bake sale for Christmas rolls, as 

well as having a cookie walk. Expect a request for cookies and more details about 

the Cookie Walk after the next Ladies’ Altar Society Meeting.  Please invite your 

friends! 

Dec. 14, Saturday – Men’s Group Kielbasa Sale 

Our Men’s Group will be selling our home-made kielbasa (fresh, hot, and 

smoked).  Make sure to come and get ‘em! 

 

http://www.amentoaction.org/


 

Dec. 18, Wednesday. – Archbishop Job Memorial Liturgy 

This year marks the 10th anniversary of Archbishop Job’s passing.  A Memorial 

Divine Liturgy will be held at St. John’s Orthodox Church in Black Lick 

(Blairsville) on Wednesday, December 18, 2019. Archbishop Job is interred 

behind the altar of St .John’s. The Liturgy will begin at 10:00 AM with 

Archbishop Melchisedek presiding. An Advent luncheon will follow at the Black 

Lick Volunteer Fire Department social hall. The church is located at 785 Blaire 

Road, Blairsville, PA 15717.  If you are interested in hitching a ride with Fr. John, 

please RSVP soon! 

Jan. 24, Friday – March for Life (Washington, D.C.) 

The Archdiocese of Pittsburgh and Western Pennsylvania is sponsoring a bus 

trip to Washington DC, on Friday, January 24, to participate in the March for 

Life, organized by St. Alexander Nevsky Cathedral. We are encouraged to join in 

making our Christian stance clear regarding the sanctity of life! The bus will 

depart from St. Alexander Nevsky (8290 Thompson Run Rd., Pittsburgh, PA 

15237) at 6:00 a.m. and will leave Washington DC at 3:15 p.m. to return. Water 

will be provided on the bus; please pack your own lunches/snacks, folding 

chairs, etc. Tickets are $50/person (remaining costs are being defrayed by the 

Archdiocese and the St. Alexander Nevsky Women’s Association). For 

questions, contact the Chancery at 724-776-5555 or Eileen Glisan (glisan@iup.edu; 

724-272-1552). To register, please see Fr. John. Envelopes must be postmarked 

by Monday, December 2, 2019. The bus can only accommodate 56 people—first 

come, first served! 
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Memory Eternal! – Вѣчная память! – Věčnaja pamjat! 
Newly Departed (Parishioners in Bold): 

 Rr. Robert Neufer (10/5)   John Rusinko (10/11) 

We Remember the Anniversaries of the Departed: 
 Katherine Mcracken (11/17/2004)  George Otov (11/17/2004) 

 David Sweda (11/17/2018)   Martha Laucius (11/18/1995) 

Val Prescop (11/22/2008) 

Many Years! – Многая лѣта! – Mnohaja i blahaja lěta! 
Namedays: 

 Katherine Helinski (11/24)   Kathleen Kolarsky (11/24) 

 Kathryn Pazuchanics (11/24)   Katherine Ruffing (11/24) 

 Katherine Signorini (11/24)   Catherine Thompson (11/24) 

 Carol (Catherine) Sweda (11/24)  Catherine Weber (11/24) 

Birthdays: 
 Susan Horosky (11/18)   Aimee Eismont (11/19) 

 Gabriel Prince (11/21)   Lillian Janousek (11/21) 

 Luke Ruffing (11/22)    Mat. Myra Oleyynik (11/24) 

For the health and salvation of: 
Met. Theodosius (Lazor) 

Apr. Paul (Lazor) 

Apr. John (Horosky) 

Apr. John (Reeves) 

Apr. Stephen & Mat. Emily (Shuga) 

Apr. Gregory (Hatrak) 

Dn. Gregory (Jewett) 

Mat. Kelly Elizabeth (Oleynik) 

Mat. Alexandra (Safchuk) 

John (Boschuk) 

Darcie (Burkholder) 

Elaine (Gwen Bushko) 

Eleanor (Comstock) 

Grace (Matyuf) 

John (Petronka) 

Gabriel (Prince) 

Anastasia (Rudolph) 

Mary (Stirk) 

Carol (Sweda) 

Dennis (Sweda) 

Luis (Thompson) 

Martha (Zotov) 

Justin & Alexis, and the child to be born 

of her (DeArmitt) 

Joseph & Katherine and the child to be 

born of her (Helinski) 

Randy & Katherine and the child Nora 

born of her (Udodow-Roberto) 

 


