
Services

July is a relatively ‘quiet’ month liturgically.

There will be GENERAL CONFESSION on
Saturday, July 7.

A minor feast is celebrated on July 20 .th

This is the feast of the Prophet Elijah, one of the
great prophets of God.  He was taken to heaven
upon a fiery chariot. He never died.
Commemorating that event, we will bless vehicles
on that day. And although the Prophet Elisha is
associated with cooking oil, since the two prophets
are closely intertwined we will also bless cooking
oil.

Centennial Celebration

Preparations for our parish’s 100th

anniversary on October 7 are proceeding. Much
work has been accomplished  by the planning
committee but there is still much more to be done.
It will be a glorious day in the history of our
parish! Everyone should step up and participate as
much as possible.

Other Centennial Preparations

It has been years since we’ve had the
floors in the church professionally cleaned and
waxed. On Wednesday the 7  and Thursday theth

8 , work will be done on them. Please try to keepth

them clean.

It also has been years (25) since the carpet
in the church has been replaced A new one will be
installed from the 2  thru the 27 .3r d th

We thank the Ladies Altar Society for sponsoring
both projects God. bless them a hundredfold.

Please don’t “Wow How Great!” during services.

National & Diocesan
Financial Responsibilities

On the first Sunday of every calendar
quarter of the year there is an envelope                
(canary colored) for “Repsonsiblities to the
National & Diocesan Churches.”

Those who ignore that envelope may think   that
just not giving their support in this case is
tantamount to walking+ past the bell ringers at
Christmas time. 

 WRONG! 

By not fulfilling that responsibility you may think  
‘So what?’ for whatever reason.

WRONG! again. Those people are actually
subtracting funds from us which could be put
to use for our own local expenses and outreach
programs.

 Remember that God is a better accountant than
you are!
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So,  It is Summer!

Priest Ernesto Obregon 

Pascha in the Midst of Summer

“However, the report went around concerning Him
all the more; and great multitudes came together to
hear, and to be healed by Him of their infirmities.
So, He Himself often withdrew into the wilderness
and prayed,” (Luke 5:15-16).
There are many Scriptures that speak of Our Lord
Jesus withdrawing to pray. All the Evangelists, in all
the Gospels, record Jesus as taking periodic and
regular breaks to either be alone or be with just a
few disciples. We still celebrate one of the most
important of those alone times, The Feast of the
Transfiguration of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,
on August 6th. It is not surprising that the Scriptures
concentrate on the prayer aspect of those alone
times, but there is often an indirect commentary
also present. We remember another of those
alone-trips in the story of Jesus walking on the
water and calling out to Peter to step out of the boat
and walk to him.

In the Scripture from Luke 5 quoted above, notice
that the withdrawal comes after the multitudes start
to gather. From this time on, he is constantly
pressed by the crowds of people who want to have
more time with him. This constant pressure leads to
some exhaustion. How do I know? Do you
remember the Gospel story of the time that Jesus
was so exhausted that he did not wake up even
when the disciples thought that the boat was going
to go down in the storm? They woke Jesus up. Jesus
wakes up, tells the storm to shut up, rebukes his

disciples, and then returns to sleep. “He got up,
rebuked the wind and said to the waves, ‘Quiet! Be
still!’ Then the wind died down and it was
completely calm. He said to his disciples, ‘Why are
you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?’” (Mark
4:39-40). His human nature & body were exhausted
from the constant interaction with both the
multitudes and his disciples.

Our Lord needed times of rest to both relax and to
unwind from the pressures of the work to which His
Father had called him. So do we! If Our Lord needed
to take time off to relax, then how much more do
we need to take time off to rest from our pressures
and from the vocation to which God has called us?
In this culture, summer is the time of the year when
we all tend to relax and take some refreshing
renewing times off in order to relieve our tensions
and stress. This is a good thing, and I know it is a
good thing because Our Lord used to take regular
times of relaxation away from his responsibilities.

This summer look around and do some planning!
Make sure to take time for yourself and time for you
and your family to spend together and away from
others. Go to a retreat. Send your children to camp
and to vacation bible school. Go to the beach. Go to
the mountains. Make sure to build some family
memories together. Make sure to build some
by-yourself memories. Imitate Our Lord Jesus and
take some time for you. Jesus’ Second
Commandment was to love our neighbor as our self.
That means that in order to know how to bestow
some love on your neighbor, you really do need to
know how to bestow some love on yourself, and
that includes bestowing some relaxation and time
away from your regular pursuits. Make sure to
bestow some love on yourself this summer.

But, do not forget that during his times away, Jesus
also prayed. One of the other best ways to bestow
some love on yourself is to take some time to talk to
Our Father. Our bond of love with Our Father needs
to be replenished as much as our bond of love with
our family and friends. This summer make sure that
wherever you are, you go to the Divine Liturgy.
Follow Our Lord’s example and do not forget to
pray. Renew your heavenly and your earthly bonds.
And, have a good summer, whether here or
somewhere else!


