$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$3000

$4000

$5000

$6000

$7000

$8000

$9000

180

160

140

120

100

80

60

40

2%

360

320

280

240

200

160

120

80

4%

540

480

420

360

300

240

180

120

6%

720

640

560

480

400

320

240

160

900

800

700

600

500

400

300

200

8% 10%

per week

per month

per year (circle one)

PLEASE RETURN NO LATER THAN DECEMBER 15. This information is confidential and will be used
only for parish record keeping. The pledge form itself will be seen only by the Rector and the Treasurer.
The contact information will never be distributed to anyone without your express permission.

Email Address ______________________________________________________

Home Phone _____________________ Cell Phone _______________________

City _________________________ State ____________ Zip_______________

Address ___________________________________________________________

Name(s) ___________________________________________________________

Signed __________________________________________________________________

$ ________________________

In addition to my (our) pledge of time and talent in the areas check above, my (our) financial pledge for the
calendar year 2021 is:

$

Gift

$2000

Monthly
Income

The following is a guide to help you visualize what a
particular percentage of income equals in dollar amounts in
determining your monthly pledge.

We need help in the following area. Please consider checking
a box to offer assistance. You will be contacted by the
appropriate person.

Choir
Reading
Parish Council
Money Counters
Greeters
Church School
Church Cleaning
Outreach/Charity
Coffee Hour& Fellowship
Buildings and Grounds
Candle Help
Altar Servers

Proportional Giving

Time and Talent List

(Time and Talent List are sample areas; we are open to suggestions what would be on an actual pledge card!)

SAMPLE Stewardship Pledge Form
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,
a return to normal, either in secular or church life. But
that we should give up in our efforts to make things as normal as possible. One of
the ways we can try to make things normal in regards to our church life is to attempt to observe Advent (the Nativity Fast on the way to Christmas) as
normally as possible when it begins on November
15th. Moreover, in the face of the struggles our nation and its people are facing these days, perhaps
we should consider increasing our efforts compared to past years by fasting more seriously, offering more time in energy in prayer, and consider offering a bit more of the worldly goods with which
God has blessed us to those who have greater need
of them.
As for our common church life, we will observe
Advent as usual: like last year,
with the Canon of Repentance at 6 PM on Sunday,

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ:
This year has brought many trials and tribulations, but none of them have hit us harder than the
repose of our beloved Met. Theodosius. May his
memory be eternal!
Despite this and other setbacks, i
lieve that this strange year is drawing to its close,
yet at the same time there is a sense among many

Glory to Jesus Christ! Slava Isusu Christu!

RECTOR S REPORT:

Memory Eternal
Many Years
Parish Prayer List
Four Principles for the Spiritual Life
from the OCF College Ministry
On the Pillar of Stewardship
by His Beatitude, Met. Tikhon
A Question about Tithing
answered by Fr. John Matusiak
6 Reasons Why Tithing is Good
for an Orthodox Parish
by Fr. Andrew Stephen Damick
On the Necessity of Tithing
by Dn. Michael Hyatt

IN THIS ISSUE:
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ardship for the Orthodox Church in America. Our

Newsletter, you
might notice that the articles focus around the subject of financial stewardship: specifically, tithing.
At the 18th All-American Council of the Orthodox
Church in America, held in Atlanta in 2015, our

the church!

names for those suffering from cancer, and they
will be prayed for! Another special Moleben this
time in honor and thanksgiving for our veterans
who have served our country will be offered on
Veterans Day. If you would like your name or the
name of another veteran else included, please let
me know.
As for trying to get back closer to normal, due
to my having to be a funeral on Saturday, Nov. 7th,
a move to Sundayonly Liturgy. While on November 8th we will be
having the upstairs group be based on a first-come,
first-served RSVP (use https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c084fada929abf94-divine or contact
me directly if you do not have internet access), if
this works out, on Thanksgiving weekend we will
begin to have to the two halves of the alphabet alternating between upstairs in the church and
downstairs in the parish wall, watching the Liturgy
on the projector and coming upstairs for Holy
Communion. Additionally, if there are any spaces
available upstairs at the entrance of the Gospel, an
usher will welcome people to come upstairs, so

Nov. 15th, and then will serve Small Compline on
Wednesdays at 6:30 and Fridays at 6:00, followed
by confession in preparation for the Feast of the
Nativity of Christ. The weekly Moleben in Times
of Pestilence which we have been serving on
Wednesday will be moved to Mondays at 6:30 PM,
also followed by confession.
In addition to the feasts during the month of
November, note that we have two special services
on the calendar. On Monday, November 9th, we
will be serving a special Moleben (Service of Supplication) for the Sick in honor of the feast day of
St. Necatarius of Aegina (1846-1920), a popular
saint of the 20th Century who is well-known as an
intercessor for those suffering from cancer. Even if
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been taken captive into slavery by the Elamites.
Against all odds, Abraham managed to catch them
before they returned to Elam (southwest Persia),
defeat the much larger army, and free his nephew.
He was also blessed with the great spoil of goods
which the Elamites had gathered in their raid.
Upon returning to Canaan, Abraham was greeted
by
the King of Salem (Salem means
in Hebrew, and this city would later be renamed Jerusalem: the City of Peace), who was also the Priest
of the Most High God,
possessor of heaven
and earth . When he came to Abraham, Melchizedek greeted him with bread and wine, blessing
Abraham as a servant of the Most High God: that
is, as a servant of Yahweh, the Lord. In thanksgiving for this blessing, and for the Lord having

tion for God.
The tithe first appears in Genesis 14: Lot, Abra-

which unjustly demands the same amount from parishioners of vastly different means in order to receive the benefits of parish membership) and in its
place, to move in the direction of the proportional
giving model. Thankfully, my esteemed predecessor, Fr. Joe, wisely led us to take the first step away
from minimum required dues. Now, we are called
to begin to take steps to enact the proportional giving model.
What is this model, and why is our church asking us to adopt it? In order to answer these questions, we must look at the history of giving in the
Church including the Old Testament Church: the
srael, in which the

dioceses were mandated to immediately move to
this model in their support of the central church administration, and encouraged to move to this
model for the collection of funds from parishes.
Meanwhile, the individual dioceses were called to
encourage their parishes to move to this model of
financial stewardship. While this resolution was
re-affirmed at the 19th All-American Council at St.
Louis in 2018, no mandate for parish giving has yet
to be resolved, though in some dioceses the proportional giving model has been mandated since the
1980s. Beginning in 2018, our Archdiocese began to
ask our parishes to slowly take steps to move from

how I could afford 10 percent. Compare this to
other spiritual disciplines:often when you begin to
pray or you begin to fast, you have to start small
and ease into it. Not because you are trying to
avoid the full practice, but because you are trying
to build a lifelong habit. The same is true with tithing. What if you could get to the point that you are
giving 10% in less than a year? For example, you
could start with 1% of your income, then add 1%
more each month. In just ten months, you would be
giving 10%. In the spiritual life, our direction is often as important as the destination.
Number 3: Give with a cheerful heart. St. Paul
says in 2 Corinthians 9:6 7: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows
bountifully will also reap bountifully. So, let each
one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful
giver.

this
check is an act of faith. Read Malachi when you get
home today.
Number 2: Start small and work up. Some may

Number 1: Pay the tithe first. When you sit
down to pay the bills, the first check you should

Practical Tips for Getting Started

So, three principles:
1. God owns it all.
2. We are his stewards.
3. Tithing is how we make it practical.

As Fr. Richard Ballew of blessed memory says
in his booklet on Tithing, one accusation, however,
cannot be made against tithing. The Lord never
condemned or forbade its use, nor did he call an
end to the practice as an archaic facet of Old Covenant worship. It is a thoroughly biblical and patristic practice. Other forms of collecting funds ethnic
festivals, bazaars, raffles, rummage sales, and
Bingo are not mentioned anywhere in Scripture
or anywhere in the Fathers. Tithing is the God-ordained means by which God provides for his work
in the world and in our parish.

If there are any topics you would like covered in
future editions of the Prophet, or if you have any
articles which you found to be a blessing,
please let Fr. John know!

All of this and more is possible when we put God
first first in our money and first in our hearts.

it.
Imagine co-laboring with God in changing the
world.

Imagine having the funds available to plant
even more churches in and around Middle Tennessee [or wherever we might find ourselves].
Imagine being able to start ministries for prisoners, single parents, and the poor.
Imagine being able to partner with poor Orthodox churches in Africa, Asia, or South America.
Imagine being able to sponsor young men who

Imagine if we did the exact opposite. Imagine if
each of us put God first, starting with our money.

Imagine the Possibilities

checkbooks, he cannot be first in our hearts.

his heart. In the Sermon on the Mount (6:19-21), Jesus says: Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on
earth, where moth and rust destroy and where
thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust
destroys and where thieves do not break in and
steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart
will be also.
The problem with the Rich Young Ruler was
that he put his money his stuff ahead of God.
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scribes and Pharisees over the issue of tithing. In
Matthew 23:23, he says the following:
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay tithe

We encounter the concept of tithing early in the
Old Testament. Before God had given the Law
through Moses, Abraham paid a tenth of all he had
to Melchizedek, priest of God Most High (see Genesis 14:18-20).
Then, through Moses, God revealed to His people that they were to set aside a tenth of what they
produced each year (see Deuteronomy 14:22 29).
Even the Old Covenant clergy (the priests) were required to pay a tenth of what they received to the
temple in Jerusalem (see Numbers 18:25-29).
Throughout the Old Testament, God admonished his people to pay the tithe and thus honor
him with their wealth (see e.g. Proverbs 3:9, 10).
For them, the
paid to God for the privilege of using the land he
had given them. Consequently, when they failed to
pay the tithe, God accused them of robbery and
brought a curse upon the whole nation (see Malachi 3:8-12).
But tithing is also mentioned in the New Testament. One of the most interesting passages in this

and the rest belongs to us.
No, we give as a reminder that God owns it all.
The tithe is just a tangible way to acknowledge
this.

money.

the practice of paying a tenth (10%) of our income
to God. Now let me be clear:

Principle #3: Tithing is How We Make This
Practical.

money as we please. Nor are we free to invest our
money as we please. Everything must be done to
the glory of God and with a view to the reality that
we will one day give an account of our stewardship.
So how do we who are rich who have been
given more resources than 96% of the world
honor the Lord with our wealth? That brings us
to
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Many things can be said about tithing in historic Orthodoxy. There were times when the tithe
was used, and there were times when the practice
disappeared altogether. For many years the state
gave a percentage of taxes collected from the people directly to the Church, thereby alleviating the
need for a direct tithe.

In the fourth century, St. John Chrysostom, in
his Homily on Ephesians, expounds on tithing.
Speaking of the Old Covenant, he says,
was a danger then in omitting tithes, think how
oes on to encourage the practice of giving tithes and offerings.

do it joyfully and freely.
In the third century, in a book called the Didascalia Apostolorum (Latin for The Teaching of the
Apostles
times. The ninth chapter instructs laypeople on
how they should conduct themselves. It says:
rings

In the second century, Saint Irenaeus, in a long
passage in his book, Against Heresies, argues
that freedom in Christ does not exempt us from
our obligation to bring tithes and offerings to
the church. What has changed is that now we

tithing far from it! He actually applauds it. What
he condemns is their failure to exercise the greater
virtues.
Tithing is also frequently mentioned by the
Church Fathers. For example:

of mint and anise and cumin and have neglected
the weightier matters of the law; justice and mercy
and faith. These you ought to have done, without
leaving the others undone.
The scribes and Pharisees took the Law of Moses very seriously. So seriously, in fact, that they
paid a tithe on everything even ordinary kitchen
spices! However, in their zeal for the details, they
lost sight of the big picture. They failed to show justice and mercy and faith to their fellow man. Consequently, Jesus roundly condemned them.
But notice what he says. He tells them they
should have done the greater things of the law (justice and mercy and faith) without neglecting the

being commanded, we see in the Old Testament
that these three tithes were considered a minimum
standard, and that those who gave more would be
counted as especially righteous before God. We see
this in particular in the persons of Ss. Joachim and
Anna, who, despite being cursed by men and called
hated by God for having not been able to bear a
child, continued to offer thanksgiving to God by

tional act of worship, a sacrifice of praise and of
thanksgiving, by giving back to God a portion of
that which he had given to His people.

freedom and the good things with which they had
been blessed, the Jews saw the tithe as a necessary
form of thanksgiving and recognition of the Lordship of the Most High God.
Moreover, the Law did not merely command a
single tithe, but three: two yearly tithes one for
the Temple and one for the Levites (Old Testament
priests) and a triennial tithe for the poor (once
every three years), who despite their poverty were
still of the Lord. In other words, the Law commanded that 23.3% of the yearly income of the Jews
would be offered in thanksgiving to God for His
blessings. Anyone who failed to offer these tithes
would be cut off from the People of God, for the
seen as stealing from
God (cf. Malachi 3:8-10).
However, the paying of the tithe was first and
foremost seen as an act of worship, not merely a
duty. The paying of the tithe was not seen as some

delivered his nephew Lot from slavery, Abraham
offered to Melchizedek, the priest of God, a tithe
(10%) of the goods he had received.
As Christians, we interpret the bread and wine
as a type of the Eucharist: the Body and Blood of
Christ offered to those who have been freed from
slavery to sin and death, and we interpret Melchizedek as a type of Christ, the Righteous King of
Peace who reigns in the heavenly Jerusalem. However, the Jews saw this tithe as a foretaste of the
tithe commanded of them in the Law given to Moses on Mount Sinai, in thanksgiving for the Lord
having delivered them from slavery in Egypt, and
with the same essential meaning: if not for the Lord
God, we would have nothing; all blessings are from
the Lord, for everything in heaven and on earth are

became once again the standard minimum for the
people of God. Unlike in the Old Testament, however, it was not a commandment but was rather a
free-will offering: no one would be excluded from
the life of the Church for failing to pay a tithe. As
St. Irenaeus of Lyons says, freedom in Christ does
not exempt us from our obligation to bring tithes
and offerings to the Church and for the poor. However, w
as a mere legal obligation but instead do so joyfully
and freely, insofar as we are able.
In the later Byzantine Empire and in the Russian states, however, where taxes usually
amounted to 30e state took
over the financial care of the Church: tithing as
well as free-will offerings to the Church ceased to
which
were far from voluntary went to pay for the
Church instead. So, the people who founded most
of our parishes here in Western Pennsylvania had
no experience with tithing. When it came to supporting these new parishes in their new land of religious freedom, they instead turned to the model
which they learned from their new life here in
America: working in the mines and mills, they

and the poor was most highly blessed when the
barren Anna gave birth to the one who would give
birth to God in the flesh: the Virgin Mary. The
Church is clear in her interpretation of this blessing
to Joachim and Anna: if we want to show our love
for God and neighbour, and if we wish to bear
great blessings into the world, a good place to start
is by offering as much as we can in thanksgiving to
God, even if we struggle, and even
ways receive the blessings we desire.
Of course, in Christ the Law is fulfilled, and we
Christians are no longer bound by it. Instead, we
are called to freely unite ourselves to Christ and
follow Him: the God who gave everything for us,
even unto death. Indeed, in the early days of the
Church, many Christians gave everything they had
and lived in common as we still see in monasteries.
However, as Christianity grew and was eventually

means of giving a third of their income to the Temple and priests and another third to the poor, only
keeping one third for themselves. Despite being
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ings to the Church, then what is the point of eventually requiring the pledge cards? Ultimately, the
pledge cards of the proportional giving model are

push to universally move away from it.
Our parish has thankfully moved away from
the dues model, but even if our membership numfundraise
shows the need for a more stable way to support
out parish. Indeed, this is one of the many reasons
our church is now asking her parishes to consider
adopting proportional giving as the standard
model for financial stewardship.
While offering a tithe is held as the ideal and
biblical norm to which we Christians are called,
the proportional giving model means that instead
of simply giving whatever one wishes when one
comes to church, each family commits to a pledge
of a certain percentage of their income even if that
portion is 0% for those in financial hardship, or students in college whose giving would mean they
would have to take out more student loans and
offers this pledge as a regular weekly, monthly,
quarterly, or yearly payment
eral financial fund. The pledge, as a percentage of
, then becomes a requirement for full,
voting parish membership.
In most parishes, the pledge cards are only seen
by one person (in some parishes, the treasurer, in
others, a particular individual chosen by the priest
or parish council for this task), who compiles the
information for use but keeps the pledge amounts
secret. And what happens if one does not offer
their pledge? Absolutely nothing! It is, again, a
free-will offering (Though one should fill out an
updated pledge card to more accurately reflect
-way through the year).

came to know the dues system of the unions and
fraternal benefit organizations.
When our parishes were large, a reasonable
mandatory minimum worked well and supported
combined with various fundraising efforts. However, it
transgressed New Testament norms by being a
minimum requirement, especially when it meant
that those not current on their dues would be refused funerals and other services. This alone was
reason enough for Fr. Joe to move us from this
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meant to help us all to consider the needs of the
parish, as well as our own capability to give in light
of the biblical calling to tithe. If one
haps we can at least commit to offering a lesser
portion of the first fruits of his labor to the Lord.
Surprisingly, this works: parishes which have
moved to the proportional giving model usually
see an increase in giving. The reality is that we all
are trying to faithfully offer ourselves to God, and
having to sit down on a yearly basis and conscientiously think about what we can offer the Lord as a
sacrifice of thanksgiving for all the benefits He has
given us, means that most of us end up realizing
that we can give more. Moreover, with that ideal
of the tithe on the pledge card, we are constantly
reminded of this biblical standard, and are thus
subtly encouraged to move in that direction.
While I personally tithe, I was raised doing so:
my parents tithed to our parish, and of the $6 allowance I received each week, I was expected to
give $1 to the church and $1 to a charity of my
choice. For those not used to tithing or perhaps
even committing to offering
this move may not be an easy one to get used to.
The hope is to spend the next year or two discussing the concept, then have a year or two of optional
pledge cards, and finally making pledge cards a requirement for voting parish membership. This
path has been taken up by other parishes in our
archdiocese: most recently by St. Nicholas in Weirton, WV, which has just made pledge cards mandatory after three years of preparation. To help along
the way (and when the Coronavirus lifts!), I hope
to invite one of the architects behind the national
move to proportional giving
cousin, Fr. John Dresko out to give a talk.
Ultimately, however, the primary purpose of
this move to proportional giving is not about
money but about helping us to properly orient ourselves to God, just as Abraham did through the
tithe to Melchizedek, and the Law commanded of
the Jews. It is a way of worshiping God and giving
Him thanks for all the benefits we have received
from Him. It is a way of putting into action our belief in God as the Lord who has delivered us from
sin and death, based not on what we want to give
each week, but on a measured commitment to offer
a certain percentage of the first fruits of our labors
in thanksgiving.
God is thus the true owner of everything we
have. Not just our bodies and spirits, but our
houses and cars, our furniture and fixtures, our televisions and stereos, our computers and
smartphones, our children and pets, and even our
bank accounts and IRAs. Nothing is exempt. God
owns it all.
When our children were young, we tried to
teach them the grace of giving. We always made
sure they had something to put into the offering
plate on Sunday morning. Even if it was only a few
dimes and a nickel, we wanted them to learn that
giving is part of the worship they offer to God.
When my daughter Mary was two, I gave her a
few coins and told her to place them in the collection plate as it came around. As usual, she was delighted and played happily with the coins in her
hands.

been bought at a price; therefore glorify God in

According to Psalm 50:10, he owns the cattle on
a thousand hills. And according to verse 12 of
that same Psalm, he owns even the hills themselves.
But more importantly, he owns you and me. In

According to Psalm 24:1l its fullness, the world and those
who dwell therein. For he founded it upon the

Because God created all things, he owns all things.

Principle #1: God Owns It All.

by this I mean everyone in this room) keep money
from becoming a snare that destroys our spiritual
life? We can do so by remembering three principles.

If that happens, just as St. Paul warns us, it can become a snare that destroys our relationship with
God and our neighbors. This is precisely what had
happened to the Rich Young Ruler.
So the question I want us to consider this morn-

money per se, but we have to be careful that we

Three Principles About Money

those who squander their opportunities and use his
resources foolishly.
The point of the parable is that for all of us
there is an ultimate accountability in the exercise of
our stewardship. We are not free to spend our

Now, God has made some of us stewards over
a large estate. He has made others of us stewards
over a small estate. But make no mistake about it,
all of us are stewards. That means we are each held
accountable for how we use the resources God
gives us. In the Parable of the Talents in Matthew
25:14-30, our Lord makes it clear that he regards as

who acts as a supervisor or administrator, as of fi-

God has placed each of us over some of His
possessions. Our role is not that of an owner but

ything that we can call our own? That brings us
to

But if everything belongs to God, then where
does that leave us? Do we need to sell all our possessions and distribute the proceeds to the poor as

self to what had obviously been offered to her, she
began to protest loudly as the other children and
adults near us laughed out loud.
Well, what is cute when we are children is sad
if it persists into adulthood. And yet, many of us
are like my daughter Mary. We think that it all be-

When it was time to give her offering, I saw
Mary look at her coins and then look back at the
collection plate. Suddenly, she had a flash of insight.
As her older sister held the plate, Mary quietly
set her coins aside and thrust her hands past the
checks and bills to the bottom of the plate. There
she grabbed two handfuls of shiny coins. And,
without a twinge of guilt, she closed both fists
around the coins, lifted them from the plate, and
deposited them with her own. By this time, I noticed what was going on, she was going in for a
second helping. I stopped her.
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Given by Dn. Michael Hyatt
at St. Ignatius Orthodox Church, Franklin, Tenn.,
Sunday, November 25, 2018

A Sermon on Luke 18:18-27

On the Necessity of Tithing

1 billion people (14%) live on less than $1 a day.
So if you make an average American income,
you are one hundred times richer than a billion
people on the planet today.

Currently, the population of the world is roughly 7
billion people.

Well, consider this: The average American
earns $37,000 a year or about $100 a day. For most
of us living in Williamson County, Tennessee, that

me and would think of several other people whom
I hoped were listening.
But then I realized: It all comes down to how

said this out loud, of course. But whenever I read

But do these passages really apply to the rest of

The Bible is full of warnings to the rich. In fact,
we have read several in the last few weeks. (The
Parables of the Rich Man and Lazarus, the Good
Samaritan, and the Rich Man and His Barns). Certainly, these warnings apply to Jeff Bezos, Bill
Gates, and Warren Buffet, the three richest men in
the U.S. They certainly apply to the richest people
in our community or perhaps even in our church.

t
othy 6:10:
kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the
faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves

27), we
encounter the familiar passage of Jesus and the
Rich Young Ruler. We read this story twice every
year in the Church once here in Luke 18 and once
again in Matthew 19. It reminds us that money can
be a snare.
Like most things, money is inherently neutral.
It can be used in a righteous way or an unrighteous
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h
us.

all of us.

warning

In other words, if you earn $37,000 a year or
more, you are in the top 4% of all wage earners in
the world8. You are in the 4% Club. Congratulations! You are rich.
The problem is that we tend to evaluate
whether or not we are rich by comparing ourselves
to those who earn more money rather than those
who make less. We have this completely backward.
In comparison to the rest of the world, all of
us or certainly the vast majority of us here today
lottery!
So those passages in the Bible that speak to the
rich, are really speaking to us.
For example, when St. James says in his epistle
(5:1-3)
, weep and howl for
your miseries that are coming upon you! Your
riches are corrupted, and your garments are motheaten. Your gold and silver are corroded, and their
corrosion will be a witness against you and will eat
your flesh like fire
h
to us all of us.
When St. Paul says in his first epistle to St. Timothy (6:17-19)
this present age not to be haughty, nor to trust in
uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us
richly all things to enjoy. Let them do good, that
they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to
share, storing up for themselves a good foundation
for the time to come, that they may lay hold on
eternal life
h
all of us.
And when St. Paul says just a few verses earlier
in this same chapter (v. 10)
money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some
have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and

3 billion people (43%) live on less than $4 a day.
So if you make an average American income,
you are twenty times richer than these three billion people..
2 billion people (29%) live on less than $16 a
day. So if you make an average American income, you are six times richer than these two
billion people.
Just 700 million people (10%) live on $16-$99 a
day.

membership are college students who cannot give
financially (though the financial sacrifices of those
who are able very much inspire those who cannot
to give of their time and talent!): if the ~80 giving
families in our parish were able to offer a tithe, considering
of
$32,000, our annual collection income would be

more than me
but rather that they
are able to put so much more money into their ministries! In addition to a mortgage and other such
hey have a full-time deacon
who serves as a pastoral assistant and who handles
college ministry as well as generally helping the
priest, a part-time office assistant who thus allows
the priest to focus on his pastoral ministry, and a
part-time choir director. Because of these ministries, the parish has not only been able to shine
forth with the light of Christ and grow to the point
where they are considering building a new church,
but they have brought countless young people into
the faith and have helped those who attend Penn
State to remain strong in the faith (such as our very
own Lara Galis and Katie Helinski) through their
active college ministries; more so, they have sent
numerous young men to seminary after they have
graduated from Penn State.
While we are not a college town, think of how
much more we could offer to our community
both to our parish and those outside of it with a
bit more money coming in each year. While our
pre-COVID attendance was around 110 per Sunday
(79% of Holy Trinity), our annual collection income
is around $160,000 (64% of Holy Trinity).

More importantly than money is the simple
he who sows sparingly will also
reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will
also reap bountifully In the early 2000s, Holy
Trinity in State College was one of the early
adopters of proportional giving in our Archdiocese,
and as people have prayerfully considered what
they can commit to offering the Lord in thanksgiving, their budget has greatly grown: despite being a
parish with a large percentage of college students
who are unable to give financially, this parish
which had a pre-COVID Sunday attendance of
around 140 people receives around $250,000 in
pledge income each year.

In Christ, with thanks and love,
Fr. John Joseph Kotalik IV, Rector

for a lonely neighbour, or sending a card to a shut
in. The purpose of all of these things whether financial giving or otherwise is to help us to grow
as Christians, to grow the Church of Jesus Christ,
and to shine forth with the love, mercy, and light of
our Lord and Saviour. This is something we can
start doing right away. As St. Herman of Alaska
his day, from this hour, from
this very minute, let us strive to love God above all
else and to do His will

tithe of the 7.5 hours many people have at home before and after work); and though many of us struggle to do this, perhaps this Advent is a time to consider not just sacrificing a bit more financially for
the Church and for the poor, but also sacrificing a
bit more of our time in prayer. Likewise, we might
consider carving out a bit more time of our time
each week dedicated to spending time with our
families; and if we have any talents, perhaps finding ways to offer them in love this Advent and

around $256,000! We would
about paying the bills, our fundraiser income could
go exclusively to special projects, and any additional income could be used to further the Gospel
of Jesus Christ in Canonsburg and beyond! If we
are willing to sow plentifully, our ministries will
also reap a plentiful harvest for the Lord!
Of course, these are all hopes and conversations
for the future. For the time being, we should
simply consider the question of proportional giving
and what we might be able to offer while we focus on the struggle of maintaining our spiritual
lives in the midst of this Coronavirus pandemic.
Especially as we come into Advent, we should remember that we are called to offer our time, energy, and talents for God and for our neighbour as
well.
More than any monetary questions, God has
given us His Church to help us to grow in and with
Him; financial giving is a part of putting our
money where our mouth is, but far more important
of sorts of our time and
talent to God and to our friends and family. If we
keep the full rule of prayer as found in the prayer
books of our Church, we will be offering a tithe of
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MEMORY ETERNAL:

Yuri Sotanko (11/1/1922)
Michael Sweda (11/1/1956)
Alexander Elias Feyche (11/1/1975)
Steven Drochak (11/1/2011)
Vasily Opalenik (11/2/1947)
Sophie Matyuf (11/2/1998)
Anthony Udodow (11/3/1996)
Anna Levkulich (11/4/1970)
John Kerr (11/4/1983)
Harry Stanko (11/5/1950)
Harry Uram (11/5/1959)
John Sapp (11/5/1986)
Stepaneda Krasouski (11/6/1960)
Mary Chobany (11/6/1976)
Eva Sobrina (11/7/1918)
Maria Moskal (11/7/1922)
Frank Kotyk (11/7/2006)
George Uram (11/8/1987)
Theodore Srochich (11/9/1919)
George Curtis (11/9/1963)
Mary Madosky (11/7/2009)
Eva Misnik (11/10/1922)
Anna Shirchak (11/10/1949)
Eva Dano (11/10/1974)
Theodore Denis (11/11/1922)
Daniel Oleynik (11/11/1951)
Elizabeth Zubenko (11/12/2010)
Ann Matyuf (11/12/2015)
Simeon Samuel Sapp (11/12/2012)
Wasil Semak (11/15/1960)
Peter Karmazin (11/15/1983)
William Brookman (11/15/2011)
Mary Samloff (11/16/1944
Mary Mogor (11/16/1958)
Michael Telesko (11/16/1987)
Thekla Tomechko (11/17/1931)
Anna Listevka (11/17/1932)
John Bardovsky (11/17/1935)
Theodore Frank Matyuf (11/17/1970)
Katherine Mcracken (11/17/2004)
George Zotov (11/17/2004)

We commemorate the anniversaries of:

Met. Amfilohije of Montenegro (10/30),
and all those slain by the Coronavirus
Sergei Zhalgin (10/15)
Joan Roach (10/15) Parish Neighbour
His Beatitude, Met. Theodosius (10/19)
Mat. Elizabeth Kachur (10/28)
His Eminence, Met. Maximos (11/2)

We continue our 40 days of prayer for:
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Rd. Michael Galis (11/8)
Lillian Michelle Janousek (11/8)
Michael Killmeyer (11/8)
Michael Pazuchanics (11/8)
Michael Pazuchanics (11/8)
Milana Sopko (Stefan of
: 11/11)
John Migyanko IV (11/13)
Pdn. John Oleynik (11/13)
Lara (Ilariana) Galis (11/19)
Kathy Caligiuri (11/24)
Kathleen Kolarsky (11/24)
Kathryn Pazuchanics (11/24)
Catie Roberto (11/24)
Katherine Ruffing (11/24)
Kathleen Signorini (11/24)
Carol (Catherine) Sweda (11/24)

Namedays:

(

MANY YEARS:

David Sweda (11/17/2018)
Karl George Kendra (11/18/1939)
Martha Laucius (11/18/1995)
Stephen Kosturiss (11/19/1968)
John Gutin (11/20/1918)
Nicholas Fecicz (11/20/1944)
Stephen Oluch (11/20/1952)
Thekla Matyuf (11/20/1976)
Walter Dluski (11/20/1982)
Steven Sohyda (11/20/2008)
Peter Chopak (11/22/1968)
Valentine Prescop (11/22/2008)
John Spetek (11/22/2010)
Paul Fecicz (11/23/1939)
Andrew Spahoush (11/23/1954)
Pearl Sevak (11/23/2011)
Andrew Peran (11/24/1991)
Margaretha Johnson (11/24/1991)
Peter Kolenka (11/25/1956)
Joseph Holowatch (11/25/1970)
Mary White (11/26/1930)
Betty Jane Mosik (11/27/1932)
Vladimir Zubkov (11/27/1947)
Michael Leon (11/27/1953)
Alexander Bushko (11/27/1978)
Andrew Svidersky (11/28/1921)
Andrew Kommenda (11/28/1946)
Julia Haverlack (11/28/1959)
Nicholas Anthony (11/28/1983)
Apr. John Oleynik (11/28/1993)
Norma Danyo (11/28/2005)
Mary Chopak (11/28/2019)
Dn. Gregory Jewett (11/29/2019)

!)

There are things that a parish would love to do

4. Tithing Becomes Ministry

If a mission parish has 25 tithing families who
each make roughly the national average ($50k/yr.),

5. Tithing Ends Money Problems for the Parish,
Once and For All

Most clergy not just Orthodox, but all clergy are
actually rather underpaid for their level of education, experience and the labor they put in. And almost none of them ever get a raise for preaching
about tithing. And a lot of them are tithing themselves.
In many parishes, the priest is one of the top givers,
and he usually does it on a salary far below the parish average.

for it. Perhaps they could improve or repair the
building or build a new one. They could start that
iconography project. They could get an assistant
priest. They could hire a youth director. They could
give to charities. They could fund continuing education for the priest, the choir director, or other parish workers. They could bring in special speakers.
They could sponsor kids to summer camp. They
could sponsor people to go on pilgrimages. They
could do a lot more outreach. They could feed the
hungry and clothe the naked.
The possibilities really are almost endless. The
point is that God takes what we give, blesses it, and
then returns it to us for our sanctification. When we
give our money, God turns it into ministry.
And sometimes ministry is just the most basic
things, like keeping the priest from having an outside secular job, keeping health insurance in place
for him and his family, paying the
bills, buying supplies, etc.

it.

ready to meet that standard, we can work toward

are to give less than
10%, but because we are to give more than 10%.

Covenant (Acts 4), and when the Fathers talk about
tithing, they say that because the New is superior
to the Old, we give more than the Old Covenant
people did.

truly Christian, because they have love for each
other (John 13:35).

ing about money problems. We develop a culture
of generosity, and our money problems go away.
A tithing parish sees itself as a group of people
ministering to one another, not as a group of people who are paying for something or expect to get

Related to #5, I sometimes hear that, if only the
membership knew all the money problems in their
parish, they would be inspired to give a little bit
more. But usually the people who say that, knowing full well the financial situation of their parish,
have not themselves increased their pledge. Giving
information and insight to the unmotivated usually
h.
But what if we started thinking about parish life
in a whole new way?
What if we stopped talking and worrying about
paying for things and started thinking about why
each of us needs to become generous, serious givers? We have to put the horse before the cart: We

6. Tithing Changes a Parish Culture

How many 100-family parishes have half a million
dollars to use every year?
Even if half the families in a parish start tithing
or even if that same half started giving just 5%, the
parish would probably never have any more
money problems ever.

about to burn any mortgage, buy new land, build
something new or start a new mission. Or maybe

the collective income for the parish would be
$125k, which is usually plenty for a mission to
function on.
If a parish has 50 tithing families who make
that average, pledge income would be $250k. We
are now well above the income of most medium to
small parishes.
If there are 100 families who tithe like that, the
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by Fr. Andrew Stephen Damick

6 Reasons Why Tithing is Good
for an Orthodox Parish

God if we remain full of ourselves. Tithing helps us
to empty ourselves.
giving money is not the
only way that we work out our salvation and become open to receiving blessings. But whatever we

is a powerful way that we give of ourselves, that
we turn over what we have to God so that we are
opened to receiving His healing and blessing.

As Christians, we want to be saved. We want to
n
to hell when we die (setting aside for the moment
all the details). We want to become like Christ.

1. Tithing Enables Us to be Saved

Now, the reasons I am going to list below are
not all equally important. Indeed, if I had to answer
swer
-#6 are essentially useful effects of tithing that should help us
to focus on #1.

the various reasons given above as the cause of our
non-

m
rible at tithing?
I believe that it is because

do not tithe very much as Orthodox Christians.

Those things are all true in one way or another,

ple

it. Back in the old country the government paid for

Tithing is good for the Orthodox Christian and
therefore good for the Orthodox parish. So why
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not. But how can we be saved if we do not nurture
a truly generous heart? And how can we nurture
that generous heart without becoming disciplined
about giving all that we have? The Orthodox
Church understands how to become disciplined.
We understand asceticism. This is one of the best
ways to do it.
Tithing was a minimum set up in the Old Covenant (and there were multiple tithes, equaling
about 23%). 100% is the standard in the New

Some people say that tithing is not Orthodox.
This is nonsense. Giving is Orthodox. Asceticism is
Orthodox. Generosity is Orthodox. Ministry is Orthodox. Discipline is Orthodox.
The purpose in tithing is not because it is an

3. Tithing is Absolutely Orthodox

6:21, Luke 12:34). Where we put our money proves
where are hearts are. Where is your heart?

ing serious about giving.

other forms of entertainment every month than

When I speak of tithing here, I am referring
most obviously to giving 10% of income, but for
this article, you can define tithing as serious giving. 10% is serious for most of us. For some of us
who are more affluent, 10% is not that serious, and
we should do more because we can. And for some
of us, 10% is unaffordable, so we need to be serious
with another percentage. But the point is to be seri-

2. Tithing

have
it. But we have to give what we have, whatever it
is, and with the way our culture is so grasping and
possessive about money, it really is one of the best
things for us to give if we can.
Money is one of the places where we spiritually
hurt the most! So we need to pay attention to that
wound.

have, we have to give to God. And if we have

Pat. Irinej, Bp. Joanikije, Bp. Sava, and all those suffering
from the spiritual, bodily, material, and financial effects of the Coronavirus,
Abp. David (Mahaffey)
Igumen Patrick (Carpenter)
Apr. John (Horosky)
Apr. George & Pres. Dianthe (Livanos)
Apr. John (Reeves)
Apr. Michael (Hatrak)
Pr. Benjamin (Tucci)
Mat. Natasha (Lazor)
Mat. Kelly Elizabeth (Oleynik)
Mat. Alexandra (Safchuk)
Mat. Sophia (Sokolov)
Mat. Susanne (Senyo)
Mat. Cindy (Voytovich)
Diane (Arcoletti)
Shirley (Brookman)
John (Boschuk)
Darcie (Burkholder)
Elaine (Gwen Bushko)

We pray for the health and salvation of ALL our
parish family members, and especially for:

PARISH PRAYER LIST:

If you or a loved one are missing, please let
Fr. John know so that we can correct our records!

Kevin & Kira Rudolph (11/2/96)
Michael & Susan Pazuchanics (11/4/20)
Ryan & Kyra Williams (11/6/2004)
Don & Tammy Marsico (11/11)
Joseph & Mary Ann Zupancic (11/12/65)

Anniversaries:

Jo Fedorchak (11/1)
Joseph Cario (11/1)
Zachary Strennen (11/2)
Olga Rusinko (11/3)
John Simko (11/6)
Gabe Ruffing (11/6)
Nancy Udodow (11/12)
Susan Horosky (11/18)
Chrisia Buchovecky (11/18)
Aimee Eismont (11/19)
Lillian Janousek (11/21)
Gabriel Prince (11/21)
Luke Ruffing (11/22)
Mat. Myra Oleynik (11/24)
Joseph Havrilak (11/25)
Chris Petronka (11/28)

Birthdays:

Catherine Thompson (11/24)
Catherine Weber (11/24)
Katharine Helinski (11/25)

Principle #1: Accept Where You Are

advice on how to make a little bit of progress. Here
are a few things I have found most helpful:

kind of spiritual life that they have. How will I ever
keep vigil for hours with the angels when I can
barely make time for morning and evening prayers
and pay attention through the whole Liturgy? How
is it that they can work miracles through their love,
and I can barely forgive my best friend?

Whenever I read the lives of the great ascetic
saints, two things always happen in me. First, I feel
really inspired to pray more, repent better, and

from the website of the Orthodox Christian Fellowship
College Ministry; though addressed to young adults,
these are lessons we can all apply!

Four Principles for the Spiritual Life

Alfred (Davis)
Elizabeth (Demsher)
Peter (Craig Kachmarsky)
Mark (Korabelnikov)
Shirley (Lazorchak)
Rose (Lazorchak)
Janice (Lenart)
Donald (Marsico)
Albert (Maruskin)
Brandon (Mayberry)
Gregg (Nescott)
Deborah (Onest)
Peter & Dorothy (Petronka)
Marian (Pirih)
Michael & Mary (Pirih)
Gabriel (Prince)
Anastasia (Rudolph)
Meretta (Stockman)
Carol (Sweda)
Dennis (Sweda)
Luis (Thompson)
Richard (Trombetta)
Mary Kay (Weber)
Joseph & Mary Ann (Zupancic)
Alexander & Marissa, and the child to be born of her
(Schenken)
for the catechumens and inquirers: Anthony, Hannah,
Daniel, Emily, Vincent & Melissa
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ing to do these things anyway, and the physical action of sitting down to the table, getting in the car,
entering the classroom, or turning on the faucet can
be a tangible reminder to take a few seconds to connect to God.

e start of an exam. You might commit to praying for someone you love or for an en-

One tiny step you can take to begin to remember God more often throughout your day is to connect prayer to other habits you already have. For
example, you might start by making the sign of the
cross before you eat or when you get in the car.

Principle #3: Pray Through the Day

you have down the path to help you along the way
(we say all the time, you need a spiritual father).

vice and spiritual

in the spiritual life that you can actually commit to
doing consistently. Over time, one little thing be-

to walk on water, raise the dead, or even be much
nicer to your cranky roommate. It can also be difficult to actually maintain over time and know what
is really benefiting you spiritually.
I recently heard Fr. Michael Gillis say on a pod-

there is to do in the spiritual life all at once, especially when we begin to be filled with the zeal that
comes from really making our faith our own a process that often happens to us when we go off to college or when we convert to Orthodoxy. And while
our zeal to commit more of our time and energy to
God is definitely a good thing, there can be so
many problems with an I-can-do-anything attitude.
For one, it blocks you from seeing where you really
are. It can set you up for disappointment and disillusionment when you find that simply making

Principle #2: Take Tiny Steps

spiritual path than you really are and at the same
time not despairing when you see a saint who you
know is much further along than you.
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better on Pascha or to prove that we can endure
forty days of a low iron diet; we fast to give ourselves a chance to refocus our energy away from
earthly cares and commit more time and energy to

simply to be able to count up at the end of the day
how many minutes we spent in prayer; we pray
more to invite Christ into our lives more often and
to soften our own hard hearts to His transforming

commandments. Then we can seek to see God more
clearly and unite ourselves to His Divine Life by allowing His Spirit to make present His Son within
us.

Always keep in mind that the purpose of the
spiritual life is not to do more things, but to see
more clearly. We need to see ourselves first so that

Principle #4: Remember the End Goal

of connection with Christ suddenly puts things
back into the right perspective.
These kinds of succinct little prayers throughout the day not only make living a life of prayer
seem a lot less daunting, but most importantly, sincerely invite Christ to be present in the everyday. It
makes it harder to compartmentalize our lives and
relegate our relationship with God only to Sunday
mornings or morning and evening prayers when
we call upon His name in the most mundane activities like washing our hands.

heart of the practice of the Jesus Prayer: that we call
upon the name of Jesus when we are assaulted by
the temptations of the passions and of the demons
like Peter crying out for help when he began to
sink.
Prayer can redirect your mind and energy and
give you the space between a thought that passes
through your mind and your acting on that
thought. Before you respond to the impulse to pull
out your phone and check Twitter, commit to praying one Jesus Prayer for yourself or for another per-

You can also connect the Jesus Prayer or other
little prayers to bad habits. What I mean is you
should respond to temptations with little bits of
prayer. When you have a bad thought, you re-

Tithing, as you correctly observe, is the Old
Testament injunction to set aside 10% of all one
possesses for the work of the Lord. Many Christians, Orthodox and non-Orthodox alike, strive to
achieve this level of giving, even though its origin
is in the Old Testament and there are those who
would say that the New Testament maxim would
be to recognize that all we possess is in fact the

Answer

valid today and what is not?

Why is 10% tithing being pushed by the OCA
and some other church leaders? The reason I ask
this is that although 10% is required in Old Testament times, so is stoning for adultery and other

Question

Answered by Fr. John Matusiak

A Question About Tithing

tion as well as the local needs in our neighborhood,
our parishes and diocesan communities, finding inspiration particularly in our monas-tic communities.
To learn our history and patrimony as the Orthodox Church in America and to value the contributions of the many saints who labored and prayed
on this continent, as well as the sacrificial efforts of
our ancestors and the legacy that they have left us
and all who will be led to embrace the Orthodox
faith.
To nurture a healthy culture of financial stewardship on the personal and parish level to support
the broader stewardship of the Church and to provide for pastoral ministries that have the potential
to transfigure the world.

To address human brokenness by assisting in the
healing of the human person and the strengthening
of the family through the offering of our Orthodox
experience of sanctification; to alleviate human suffering related to physical, emotional and mental illnesses by making use of the therapeutic tools and
experience of the Church and judiciously incorporating the expertise of healing professionals.
To care for the environment that we live in, rec-

the work of the Church in honesty and out of a
sense of thanksgiving to God for His many blessings. Remember the widow who only gave two
coins was blessed because she gave everything she
had to God. She overshot the tithe by 90%!

parish will ensure that there are not enough funds
to keep the doors open, much less support a priest.
The thing that is critical is not the percentage
or the origin of the maxim but, rather, that one is

the Lord.
Even though tithing is from the Old Testament,
it should not be seen as something that should not
be practiced, such as stoning. Would one also recommend that Christians ignore the 10 Commandments because they are found in the Old rather
than New Testament? Jesus Christ came to fulfill
the law, not to abolish it. That which was worth
saving from the Old Covenant was incorporated
into the New.
In looking at the reality of some of our parishes especially those with 50 members or less
tithing might be a reasonable means of keeping the
parishes properly funded and, in some cases, alive.

we have, or at least the first portion of our treasures.
Two observations on your comments:
This blessed hunger is a hunger for God. St.
Augustine is right in his Confessions before God:
Thou madest us for Thyself, and our heart is restless until it repose in Thee. The only guest who
can make our soul happy is God. And if God is our
paramount bliss, it is clear that which obstructs the
way to God must be the greatest evil for us. Such
an evil is sin.
While there are numerous parishes and dioceses which encourage individuals to tithe, the
OCA has never issued an official decree in this regard. There have been a number of stewardship education materials that have been published which
mention the tithe as a method of giving, but these
materials primarily encourage people to set aside
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from its slavery, and, together with man, be
made new, and become incorruptible and
wholly spiritual (St. Symeon the New Theologian, On the Mystical Life, vol. 1, pg. 29)

saints] do not pretend to be great
they really are.
On the other hand, we who are not saints pretend
to be saints, and for this reason debase others. A
real saint is truly great, and the test of his greatness
is that in his company we who are insignificant feel

(Archm. Vasileios, Ecology and Monasticism, pg. 10)
To become more fully in the image of God means
to strive for sanctity. But sanctity is not a magical
state that is given to a select few. It is the fruit of

The greatest benefactors of the Orthodox
Church in America are not the wealthiest donors or
most generous contributors, but rather the saints
who have lived and labored on this continent over
the past 220 years. The history of the Orthodox
Church is a rich history with which all of us should
be familiar. The witness of the saints within that
history is one of the primary windows by which we
might gaze into that history. But there is much that
surrounds those saints, including the struggles,
successes and failings of our communities over the
past 220 years. Those experiences can be an inspiration to us today as we continue the journey of our
Orthodox Church in America.
The saints are not distant from us but bring us
closer to God and to one another. It is the life of holiness that will bind our communities into a unity
in Christ. As Archimandrite Vasileios writes:
is in the image of God because he exists as a person

The Saints and the History of the
Orthodox Church in America

In other words, we cannot express care for the
creation unless we first take care for the healing of
our own bodies and souls. An environmentalism
that is concerned only for cute and furry animals,
or for the financial impact of environmental policies, falls far short of the majesty of creation that we
encounter in our liturgical hymns and in our actual
day-to-day existence. This applies even more directly on the local level: our diocese, our deanery,
our parish, and the wider community. It is in our
local community that we can have the most direct
impact on the creation that we inhabit.
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Enduring Goals
for the Fulfillment of the Apostolic Work
of the Church in America

Almost every aspect of this present document
relating to the Four Pillars can be characterized as
stewardship: the care and nurturing of the gifts that
God has given to us. But in the world in which we
live, there is no getting around the importance of financial stewardship. In the recent past, much attention has been devoted to proportionate giving between the Dioceses and the Orthodox Church in
America, and between the parish and the Diocese.
At the same time, we must also focus on the needs
of the parishes, which requires attention to the
need for nurturing stewardship between the individual and the parish. Many of our parishes are
struggling
some in danger of no longer being
sustainable and even those that are healthier are
in constant need of support. Our Dioceses and our
Autocephalous Church are only as strong as our
parishes. Our people need to be encouraged to express their love for their parish, for the Orthodox
Faith and for our Lord in a tangible way
sacrificial giving.

Financial Stewardship

(Archm. Vasileios, The Saint: Archetype
of Orthodoxy, pg. 17)
Just as all the saints, regardless of the nations
within which they lived and died, convey the universal reality of holiness, so we honor the saints
who sanctified our lands, regardless of their ethnic
origin. It is in this unity among our North American saints that we ourselves will find unity for Orthodoxy on this continent. No matter how young
our mission or parish community is, it has a history, just as every parish and community in the Orthodox Church in America has a history. This history is not simply a black and white record of past
events, but a colorful painting of the lives and accomplishments of colorful people, some of whom
were simply colorful and others who were genuinely striving for purification and for holiness. The
Department of History and Archives is a good
place to start in uncovering this rich history, and
many have made use of its resources. But there are
other local historical and archival repositories
sometimes in the homes of individuals
that are
also available and should be more widely shared.

Two years ago, I served the funeral for a remarkable young woman, whom I had previously
only met once when I brought Communion to her
and her family as she lay on her bed of recovery after an amputation. She was a gifted 11-year old
who sang, danced and played the piano and the violin on a professional level. The year before, she
had been diagnosed with a rare form of terminal
cancer and bore that cross until the Lord received
her into His Kingdom. Even as she faced physical
suffering, the difficulties of treatment, and the reality of her own death, she never lost the joy of living, nor did she grow bitter or angry. A few weeks
before her falling asleep, she sent out a
was snowing today [here]! The snow was so strong
and the grass was white! It was majestic! I hope
you can visit me soon. You are always welcome!
Hope to see you
Her courageous and joyful
example, along with her Christ-like long-suffering,
confirmed for me that truly the Glory of God is revealed in a human person, sometimes more

material of one all-embracing Eucharist, and
man was created as the priest of this cosmic
sacrament. (Fr. Alexander Schmemann, For
the Life of the World, 17)

The first, the basic definition of man is that
he is priest. He stands in the center of the
world and unifies it in his act of blessing
God, of both receiving the world from God
and offering it to God and by filling the
world with this eucharist, he transforms his
life, the one that he receives from the world,
into life in God, into communion with Him.

for the Fulfillment of the Apostolic Work of
by His Beatitude, Met. Tikhon

On the Pillar of Stewardship

counter Christ in our neighbor and prove our love
for Him by loving the person in front of us.
This is most important: whatever you do as you
cultivate a life in Christ, remember that our good
work is really Christ working in us and for that, we

spiri

those who labored with the saints: the bishops,
clergy, and faithful who carried forward the vision
brought to these shores by Saint Herman and his
fellow monastic missionaries. It is our responsibility to be the guardians of this witness, which is the
patrimony of the Orthodox Church in America. It is
a patrimony which it is our responsibility to guard,
nurture, and develop, and is reflected in the saints,
their lives and their teachings.

Our spiritual life is not simply a routine that we
follow; it is the foundation by which the human
person finds healing. When we partake of the Holy
Mysteries, not only our hearts, but our bodies also
are filled with the life of the Holy Trinity; when we
pray before our icons, it is not only our soul, but all
of mankind which is transformed; and when we
care for our fellows, we not only give value to their
existence, but we become authentic human beings
ourselves, placed within a transfigured creation
which we must care for as a garden planted by God
Himself. This is the universal witness of all the
saints throughout the ages, and a witness that has
taken root in our North American soil and grown

Let a man so consider us as servants of
Christ and stewards of the mysteries of
God (I Cor. 4:1)

cian, then He is the Physician for all of us and for
all of creation. His Body, the Church
reflected in
her monasteries, parishes, and communities
serves as a hospital for the souls of all who are broken, beaten down or wounded.

brightly in the most trying of circumstances, and
that there is no work that is more necessary than
the caring for our broken and hurting fellows, all of
whom, like us, are made in the image and likeness
of that Glory. This is the foundation of genuine
stewardship.
Stewardship is the application of our spiritual
life to the realities of the fallen world. Creation itself is in need of healing, but those of us who dwell
within that creation are also in need of healing,
since it is on our account that creation fell. And
healing requires a therapeutic method of treatment,
which the Church offers to us through the Holy
Mysteries and the liturgical and sacramental life by
which we become true human beings and, by
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It is better for me to die in Christ Jesus
than to be king over the ends of the earth. I
seek Him Who died for our sake. I desire
him who rose for us. Birth-pangs are upon
me. Suffer me, my brethren; hinder me not
from living, do not wish me to die... Suffer
me to receive the pure light; when I shall
have arrived there, I shall become a human
being (anthropos). Suffer me to follow the
example of the passion of my God (St.
Ignatius of Antioch, Letter to the Romans, 6)

The Human Person and the Family

In April of 2018, the pop group Abba announced
that it would be undertaking a world tour using
holograms of the members of the group to simulate
a live concert. Although some might characterize
this undertaking as a crass commercial effort at
generating millions of dollars in profit for an aging
franchise, an even more sorrowful critique might
view it as a valiant effort to stave off the inevitable
process of aging and dying that all human beings
must face. We now live in a world where the human person has been reduced to an avatar, giving
the appearance of permanence and indestructibility, but in fact destined to vanish at the first power
outage. And yet, as long as the power is restored to
our virtual realities, there is always the illusion that
our lives will resurrect, in the same manner as a
video game character is instantly revived by finding a magic crystal.
One need only consider the many icons in the
world of entertainment, sports, and government
who have vanished as the result of various sexual,
financial, or other abuse scandals in re-cent years.
Their oversized media images disappeared almost
overnight, leaving barely a trace. Unfortunately,
the victims in those cases also have tended to disappear, despite valiant efforts of various social and
cultural movements to keep them and their causes
alive in the public consciousness. In reality, movements and causes tend to generate more movements and causes: for every
lives
there is a
lives
movement, there is a Promise Keepers movement.
Each of these causes and movements (whether one
agrees or not with their motivations) seeks to provide an identity to its adherents and is frustrated
when the wider culture does not pay attention or
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-man
Jesus Christ.
A nun once related to me that, on the day she
was tonsured and clothed in the angelic schema,
her elder called her to him-self and said to her:
you are a true human
He said this
because she was completely clothed in the monastic
habit except for her face: and it is in
face that
our real humanity is revealed because it is an image
of the face of Christ. All of our faces are marred
and broken in some way, reflecting the brokenness
in our hearts or in our bodies. We struggle with
various addictions alcohol, drugs, food, and pornography as well as a whole range of emotional
and psychological problems
depression, co-dependency, greed, and anger. In addition, our children have an increased source of confusion in the
area of sexuality, with very public discussions relating to sexual orientation, and gender identity.
Beyond this, we are bombarded almost daily with
temptations: coffee, sugar, sports, television shows,
social media, and breaking news, which make it
more difficult to know who we are as persons.
It is difficult not to become distracted by the
media and public attention that is given to such issues, which often focus the discussion on the most
extreme cases and engender divisive and polarizing debate. This public debate has a deep impact in
our own communities, but it particularly impacts
our families, where such struggles take place in the
most personal setting. There, it is often anxiety that

when counter-causes and movements arise in opposition.
In 1968, Dr. Martin Luther King was assassinated in Mem-phis, having traveled there to support the sanitation workers during their strike. This
particular strike was part of the larger civil rights
movement, and those sanitation workers held up
their own signs to express their grievance. Those
signs were composed of four simple words: am a
These words speak clearly of the desire of
human beings to be accepted and respected as human beings by others, which is perhaps the basic
cry of all civil rights movements. But one might
also suggest that these cries speak to a deeper longing for genuine person-hood, a recognition that the
purpose of the incarnation and the economy of
Christ is for all human beings to find healing in

Christ is
source of life and immortality,
and the Maker of all creation, both visible and in(Prayer of St. Basil the Great, First Pre-

Creation and the Environment

leads to further confusion about how to deal with
these problems, and public debate is often less than
helpful to parents and to families in sorting them
out. In order to get to the root of these problems, it
is not enough to debate the symptoms; rather, we
must help provide the means for all of us to understand the causes of the brokenness we see too often
today. We must return, calmly and with discernment, to the ancient therapeutic approach of the
Orthodox Church which, in collaboration with the
significant contributions of modern medicine and
psychology, can most directly help all human beings regain their humanity.
The Orthodox understanding of the human person is a deep well from which we can draw much
wisdom and knowledge. One of the reasons to nurture and preserve the spiritual health of our clergy
is precisely so that they can serve as leaders in conveying the therapeutic approach of the Holy Fathers of the Church. Our priests and monastics can
most effectively serve as spiritual guides and confessors when they themselves have received both
the experience and the tools necessary for this sacred task. But all of us can draw from this well.
Through death and the resurrection, we enter
into salvation, which is the healing offered by the
Divine Physician to those who, without despair, accept their mortality and, with hope, undertake a
genuine examination of their brokenness. Acceptance and examination are often difficult and
painful, but inspired by Christ through the Holy
Spirit, and nurtured through the scriptural, liturgical and ascetical experience of the Church, they
lead us to hope and to receiving divine wisdom on
the questions surrounding the mystery of the human person. The mystery of confession is a fundamental place to begin this process. But in addition,
there are a growing number of Orthodox professionals and institutions that offer help in the form
of a balanced patristic and therapeutic approach to
the healing of the person. Some of these professionals are in our local communities and we should not
be afraid of seeking them out, in consultation with
our spiritual fathers and confessors.

mand and made his slave, will be freed

[The Creator] wills that all creation serve
man for whom it was made, and like him
become corruptible, so that when again man
is renewed and becomes spiritual, incorruptible, and immortal, then creation, too,

away from Him through disobedience. As a result,
the renewal of creation is dependent on the renewal of mankind:

The sacred hymns of the liturgical year overflow with references to the creation, not as a selfcontained element, but always in relation to the
Creator and, by extension, to humanity. In the beginning, it was creation that was first brought into
existence by the Word and Spirit of God. Man, created at the conclusion of this work, and placed
within this creation, as in a garden, fell and was un-

When it saw Adam leave Paradise, all of
the created world which God had brought
out of non-being into existence no longer
wished to be subject to the transgressor. The
sun did not want to shine by day, nor the
moon by night, nor the stars to be seen by
him. The springs of water did not want to
well up for him, nor the rivers to flow. The
very air itself thought about contracting itself and not providing breath for the rebel.
The wild beasts and all the animals of the
earth saw him stripped of his former glory
and, despising him, immediately turned
savagely against him. The sky was moving
as if to fall justly down on him, and the very
earth would not endure bearing him upon
its back (St. Symeon the New Theologian)

Communion Prayer) but today, the topic of creation is too often narrowly restricted to controversies surrounding the environment, to which only
polarized and politicized answers seem acceptable:
is global warming real? Are humans responsible
for the melting of the ice-caps? Are we protecting
endangered wildlife? But the relationship of humans to the creation is a fundamental relationship
which finds its roots in Paradise, where the primary task of the first created man was to tend a
garden, name the animals and live off of the fruit of
certain trees.
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